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DEMETRIUS. 



CHAP. I. 

•* As newly wak*d from all mysdreams of glory, 

** Thofe gilded vifions of deceitful joys, 

** I ftand confounded at the unlook'd for change, 

«* And fcarcely feel the thunderbolt of fate. 

•« The painted clouds, which Iwre my hopes aloft, 

".Are vaniih*d now, alas ! to yielding air, 

«• And lam faU'n indeed!" 

Marl of Mf ex, 

'T'HE Hetman Kofanka rapidly purfued 

his flight, with the objeft of his care, 

towards the foreft of Ilmen. His left arm 

encircled Demetrius, while the other guided 

lus panting and now almoft exhaufted fteed# 

As he ftrained the Prince's body more 

clofely to him, he fancied he felt a faint 

pxdfation at his heart : joy throbbed in that 

of the Coffack at the hope thos.fuggefted. 

He examined his countenance : it was pale 

yoL.iu 1 and 
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and cold as the fnow which lay beneath 
them ; and his fine hair, clotted with blood, 
(for his .Helm« had Men off irt the combat) 
gave fuch a death-like expreffion to his ap- 
pearance, that the chief flraddered as he 
gazed on him ; and, bending his head 
over his brow, a tear fell from an eye feldom 
hitherto expreffive of any unmanly emotion. 
In this aftion, however, he felt the warm 
breath of Demetrius piaying on his cheek ; 
and the delightful convidion that fife yet. 
remained in his frame, reanimated his 
exen!km^ t& reach the foreft. It was mght 
before he arrived at it : he difmounted ; 
and enveloping Demetrius in his cloak, and 
placing liim for fupport againft the trunk 
of a tree, he endeavoured to kindle a fire 
firom fome dry branches which lay /bat- 
tered on the fnow. He fiicceeded; and 
placing Demetrius befide it, flattered him-^ 
(elf that the warmth might reflore him to 
animation. In a few minutes the Prince 
tmclofed his eyes, and g^ed wildly around^ 
then, as if anxious to exclude the profpe^ 

before 
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bdbrc hkn^ feebly raofed hh band toi(^rds 
his £ice, nttered a deep groan^ tod funk in 
the anns of the chiefs 

The encreafing ftrengdi of his refpiratioa 
however convinced Kofanka that he was 
recoverii^ ; and with the moft tender, yet 
ardent icdicitude, he redoubled his radea^ 
Toors for his complete reftoraition. Too 
ibon for the peace of Demetrius diey Ibo- 
ceeded : the agony of hk feelings, as he 
gradually rei^overed his recolledion, was 
ezpre&d in the wild and haggard glancet 
of his eye, in the abrupt impatience of h» 
movements, in the deq> and frequent iigbs 
which heaved his labouring breaft. 

A fenfe of humiliaticm at his late defeat, 
of anguifli at the death of his friend, of 
^gOBj at the refie£tion that the Ids of this 
battle was to him the lois of his emphre, and 
«f Marina, all ru&ed facceflkely upon fait 
Hind, and totally fubdued its former firm* 
Mk, The pain occafioned by his wbund 
w» Miimafed to torture b^ die i»ercing cold 
^ the night wind ; and the defoladon of the 
B 2 fcene 
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4c^ii6 around encreafed, while it affimilated 
^iuu the gloom of his feelings. The dreary 
wildnefs of the immenfe trees which extended 
their dark and rugged branches acrois the 
fnow was faintly difplayed by the glimmer- 
iiig Hre, on whofe blaze darknefs feemed to 
hover, and whofe warmth was chilled by its 
icy and impenetrable bed. A convuMitre 
{huddering pafied acrofs the frame of De- 
inetrius. The Coflack end^voured to re- 
animate the flattering flame, and renewed 
his former attentions to the Prince, who 
raifcd his languid eyes to his countenance, 
to behold who it was thus interefted in his 
fate- 

" You, then, are prefeiVed!" he .at- 
tempted to fay, but the words died away 
upoa his lips; tmd the pain of his wouad 
induced an involuntary movement of bk 
hand towards the part afieded* The chief 
immediately fecured it from the effefks o£ 
the chilling air^ by placing a bandajge round 
bis browy and the Prince fdt a mom^tpiy 
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relief from bodily fufFering : his mental an- 
guifh, however, *was not fo eafily fubdued j 
and, with an expreffion of heartfelt woe, 
which penetrated to the foul of the chiefy 
he tremuloully afeed, " Are all my gallant 
" fubjefts, my noble warriors, fallen ; and 
" are we only left to mourn over the wreck 
" which 1 have occafioned ?*^ 

« Not all, I truft," replied the Coflack^ 
m a voice he endeavonred to render cheer* 
ing and affured. " If my orders were 
" obeyed, the Cofeck cavalry have fe- 
" cured their lives and liberty by flight." 

*' But the toles, the Ruffians, the brave 
'* and faithful Galitzin, have fatally evinced 
" thdr loyalty,*' faid Demetrius in a tone 
of enquiry, rather than of affertion : but re- 
ceiving no reply, a deep gloom overfpread 
his countenance. In vain the chi^f ad- 
drefled him in the language of hope and 
confolation. The remainder of the night 
was pafled in melancholy retrofpeftion, in 
bitter felf-upbraiding, in agpnifmg anticipa- 
tions. '. 

R 3 The 
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The dawn of day, wfakh now fhed a pale 
light throughout the foreft, difcovered their , 
retreat to the young Kofanka and feva:^ 
of the Cofl&cks, who, having obeyed the 
commands of their cjhief, had fheltered 
themfelves amidft the recefles of the foreft, 
in cffder, for the prcfenty to elude the pur- 
fuit of Prince Vaffili : but they all agreed 
in urging the neceffity of their immediate * 
departure, not m^ely on account of their 
proximity to the enemy, but .from the im- 
poffibility of procuring fuftenance in fuch a 
fituation* They ekprefled the moft fincere 
andlivelyfatisfici^nat beholding their Prince 
yet alive, and crowded around him with 
eager, yet refpeftful, expreffions of deUght 
and congratulati<m ; but his raylefs eye and 
pallid cheeks alarmed the faithful CoHacks, 
and they retired, communicating to each 
other the appreh^ifions his appearance had 
Recited. 

Demetrius was fo feeble from lofs of 
blood, that all attempts to fuftaui himfelf 
on his courfer, during their rapid route, 

proved 
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proved ineffe^lual. Koianka, obferving this, 
propofed to the Coffacks, that they fhould 
make a fpecies of Utter, compofed of the 
branches of trees, which might be placed 
on one of the horfes, guided by a CoQack 
mounted on another. AU this was accom- 
plifhedj and although the attentive gaze of 
Demetrius proclaimed his knowledge of 
what was palEng around, he offered neither 
oppoGtion to, or approval of, their proceed* 
ings. To thofe who bad been accuftomed 
to behold him eager, active, animated, higli 
in hope, ardent in fpirit, this paflivenels of 
his will, this ftupor of his faculties, conr 
veyed the keeneft pain, the ilrongeft. appre*- 
henfions. The Coffacks attributed this 
change to the pangs of his body, but their 
commanders, more juftly, to thofe of his 
mind. 

The fucceffes of Demetrius had been fo 
entire, fo brilliant, he had deemed himfelf 
fo fecure of their continuance, that this 
reverfe of fortune was not lefs appalling 
than unexpected} and he felt himfelf 
B 4 whoUjc 
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wholly unable to fuftain it with fortitude. 
The weaknefs of his frame too encreafed 
that of his mind ; and his meiital anguilh 
again afting upon his body retarded the 
recovery of its former vigour. The fmall 
troop of Coffacks were obliged to adopt 
a circuitous route, in order to elude the 
poffibility of purfuit. In the different 
villages through which they paffed, they 
learnt that the death of Demetrius and 
the defeat of his army had already circu- 
lated throughout feveral of the provinces : 
they remarked that a general gloom pet- 
vaded the countenances of the peafantry, 
with whom they converfed refpefting the 
circumftances of the late battle : yet the 
caution they obferved in their converfation 
evinced the confcioUfnefs they felt of exift- 
ing under the yoke of a tyrant. 

Kofanka propofed, when they reached 
Plefkow in Lithuania, that they fliould re- 
• main there until the Prince's wound was 
healed, and his health re-eftabli(hed. De- 
metrius offered no oppofuion to this pro- 

pofal. 
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pofal. The unremitting attentions of the- 
chief, the influence of a h^ilder climate, and 
the . effe£t of repofe, in a Ihort period re- 
ftored health to the frame, but not happi- ' 
nefs to the heart of Demetrius. When he 
compared his prefent profpe£ls with thofe 
vrhich lay before him at his firft entrance 
into Ruffia, he felt a fenfe of agonifing re- 
gret, of deep humilJatbn at .thfe coritraft they ♦ 
prefented. He was then at the head of a gzh 
lant band of Poles, foon joined by his noble 
Coflacks, his army continually augmenting 
by the acceflion of his Ruffian fubjeds, aH 
regarding him as their leader, all looking 
up to hioi with refpedl, all relying on him 
with confidence : but could this confidence^ 
this refpeft, ever again be experienced for 
one who had condufted thefe faithful 
fubjefts to difgrace, ta imprifcMunent,. ta 
death ? 

The Coflack chief endeavmtred. to conr- 

bat thefe depreffing ideaS': he painted the 

generous ehairafter of the Coflacks, their 

sttacbment to Ivauy their acknowlei^. 
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ment of his own claims; and he advifed 
Demetrius either to take refuge amongft 
their territories, or return to Cracow, and 
again -apply to the court of Poland for 
afliftance^ 

*^ Never !*' exclaimed the Prince, a 
crimfon glow overfpreading his before 
pallid countenance at this laft fuggeftion. 
** Never ! What, fhall I again prefent my« 
^^ felf a fuppliaht before that afTembly in 
•* whofe prefence I vainly boafied my af- 
** furance of fi^ccefs ? Shall I revifit that 
« city, a foUtary and degraded being, 
" which Ifo lately quitted at the head of a 
^ gay and gallant army ? Shall I expofe 
*/ myfelf to the reproaches of the forrow. 
•« ihg parent, the widow^ mourner, die 
** weeping orphan? Shall I infult by my 
^ prefence the wretches whom I have made? 
** Shall I, all humbled as are my fortunes, 
« now dare to prfefent myfelf before——" 
He paufed, and the pang which fhot aprofir 
his heart forbad the ntt^rance of Marina's 
name, and even rendered her necoUe^oa 
6 painful. 
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painful. *•* No,*' he proi^y refiimed^r 
** when I reyifit Cracow it fliall be after the 
*^ triumph of conqueft, not the humiliation 
** of defeat; — it fhall be with the fplendourof 
** afovereign, not with the aipedlofa/up^ 
** pUant/' His dignified gefture, hiskindling 
eye, his elevated mien, (hewed him again 
that proud and energ^ being the. Co£- 
lack had firfl beheld him. He baited with 
iecret iat^adbn this appearance of woioted 
animation, and reviewed his propdal of his 
retiring into the territory of the Don Cof- 
lacks. Demetrius agreed to adopt this 
plan, when the young Kofanka, who had 
been di^iatched by his father to Cracow 
with the intelligence of the late def^t, the 
wound of Demetrius, and his prefent refi* 
deuce at Pfefkow, fliould have returned* 
In the meantkne the Co^ck, from day to 
day, beheld with inexpreffible delight the 
renovating health and ipirits of Demetrias. 
When fufficiently recovered to afcend hi* 
coutjkr^ he made long and daily excusiions^ 
afifiompani^ by his^ faiihful CQ0acks, to- 
ji 6 wards 
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ivards the fr<M:iliers of Poland, in hb|pes of 
meeting Kofanka on his return to Plefkow. 
During one of thefe expeditions, while 
Demetrius and the Hetman were engaged in 
converfaibn refpefting their future plans, 
they perceived the Coffacks, who had be- 
fore been galloping at full fpeed, brandifh- 
ing their Iances> and by their warlike gef- 
tures appearing to be, in idea, anticipating 
the moment of battle, fuddenly halt, draw 
nearer to each other, and appear to be ex- 
amining fome diftant objefk : then, rapidly 
returning and gatliering around Demetrius, 
they pointed to the diftance, and exclaimed, 
" An army is at hand, an army is advancing 
** towards us !'* The Prince direfted his 
glance towards the horizon, and beheld it 
in appearance, bound by a glittering girdle, 
ibr thus did the forefl of lances, gleaming 
in the fun, feem to the dazzled eye, 
* Hope whifpered to the heart of Deme- 
trius that it was an army of friends whom 
he beheld. ** They are our brave allies, 
" they are the gallant Pries P' he ex- 
claimed i 
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claimed ; and inftantly plunging his fpurd 
into his courier's flanks, he advanced at 
full fpeed, followed by the band of Cof- 
facks, towards the array. As he drew 
nearer he beheld the flandard and recog- 
nifed the military array of the Poles. The 
Coffacks uttered a fliout of joy and gratula- 
tion. The army halted : us commander 
advanced towards Demetrius : it was the 
Count Wiefnovitiki. At the fame moment 
the friends threw themfelves from their 
horfes and ruflied into each other's arms. 
The afembled wairiors exprefled their fym- 
pathy by looks, and words, and geftures. 
Demetrius quitted his friend and advanced 
towards them* - 

'' Brave and noble Poles !" • he faid, 
" moft powerful is, the gratitude I feel for 
" this generous and unexpefted aid— -an aid 
" I dared not even implore^ accorded to me 
** in this my hour of (hame and of diftrelsi 
" Ah,, may it be my fate to lead yon to 
" viSory atnd hcmour, — not to death or to 
*« difgrace !". He paufed foi: hk peGollee- 

tions 
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tions were too painful to be purfoed : bat 
the tones and language of the foldiers, wha 
exprefled their endre reliance on his guid« 
smce, and their ardour in his caufe, again re- 
ftored him to confidence and hope. He now 
prefented the Hetman to Count Wieihovitfki 
as that noble friend^ whofe valour had fe^ 
cured his liberty, and whofe cares had pre- 
ferved his life : Zfid Kofanka felt, from the 
ardent preffure of the Count's hand, tAai 
life was indeed dear to his friendly heart. 
The recolledion of the unfortunate Ga^ 
litzin fpread a tranfitory gloom over the 
countenance of the Prince j and Count 
Wiefaovitfld underftood his feelings too well 
to encreafe them by painful suid ufelefis 
enquiries. 

^ 1^ army now piurfued th^ir route to- 
wiards Pleflcow, preceded by Demetrius^ 
the Hetman, and Wiefiiovitlki, of whom ihe 
Printe was now enabled to make the moft 
QEttQute and anxious- enquiries refpeding 
Marina and the Palatine : the Count pre- 
iaated bim» a p^k^ cinttaijDUig letters hpm 

them^ 
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them» which, he faid, would better convey 
the information he defired than he could 
exprefe it j and frailed as he perceived the 
encreafed r^idity with which the Aince 
purfued his way towards Plelkow, On 
thdur arrival, Demetrius, requefting the 
Hetman and Count Wiefnovitfki to fuperin- 
tend the arrangements for the difpofal of 
the troops, devoted fome hours to the pe* 
ruial of a packet fo dear to him. The 
letter of Marina breathed a tone of the ten^ 
dereft folicitude for his prefent health and 
future fafety. She dwelt not on his late 
defeat ; an intuitive feeling convinced her 
the fubjeft muft be a painful one : but the 
extreme a^;ixiety flie expreffed for the future 
fuccels of his arms, her repeated entreaties 
that he would not rafhly expoie that life in 
which not only ber happinefs, but the wel^ 
hre of a nsdon, depended, evinced how 
great had been her anxiety and fufierings, 
and how powerful were now her appre* 
h^ons. 

Til? 
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The Palatine fpoke with fame indigna- 
tion of the indifference which Sigifmund be- 
trayed for the fuccefs of Demetrius, by ftill 
withholding his affiftance : he informed 
him, however, that the Pblifli nobility were 
deeply interefted in his caufe^ and that 
the fuccours he had now received were 
but the harbingers of further aid. He 
urged the neceffity of his prefenting himfelf 
as foon as polSble at the head of an army 
in Ruffia, left the report of his death, which 
would rapidly fpread throughout the em- 
pire, (hould induce his fubjefts to throw 
afide their unfheathed fwords, and' refign 
themfelves with hopelefs defpondency to the 
dominion of the tyrant. The adnce of the 
Palatine accorded with the wilhes of Deme- 
trius, who, With renovated health, fijlt'i'e-^ 
novated ardour. 

The Prihceonce more eondufted an army 
of Poles to the frontiers of Ruffia, once 
more called upon his fubjeSs to flock to the 
ftandard of their lawful fovereign, ohci 
more all ranks caught the fpirit of en- 

thufiafm 
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thufiafm in his caufe, once more the tj^ 
rant trembled on his tottering throne. 

The fiery Coflack and the hardy Ruffian 
poured from all quarters to join the army of 
Demetrius, which, like the mountain ava- 
lanche, encreafing both in fize arid power 
durbg its progrefs, fwept forward with 
rapid, determined, and undeviating pace 
towards Mofcow, 

So wonderful, fo rapid, are the evolutions 
of fortune, that he, who fo lately triumphed 
at the imagined death of his detefted enemy^ 
now trembled for his own exiftence. The 
greateft part of the army under the com- 
mand of Prince Vaffili had fallen viiHms to 
the rigour of the feafon, or the valour of 
their foes. The reft had been withdrawn 
into the capital, in order to hold in awe the 
feditious multitude, whofe itwitgnation the 
report of the Prince -s death had inflamed. 
They were now, however, commanded to 
march forth, under the orders of Prince 
Vaffili, to meet and to deftroy an army of 
rebels, led on by a defperate and defpi*, 

cable 
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cabk impoftor. Such was the title Boris 
beftowed upon Demetrius, but few aflented 
to its truth : even thofe who fpoke of his 
intentions with the greeted contempt, the 
Patriarch and Prince Vaffili, fecretly believed 
in the juftice of thde claims, which their 
private interefts and peculiar views induced 
them publicly to deny. 

The army departed from Mofcow, while 
the tyrant r&tired within the walls of the 
Kremlin, as apprehenfive of his domefti^ 
enemies as of his foreign foe. Peme- 
trius, apprized of the approach of an army, 
with a& intaKion to interrupt him before 
his arrival at Mofcow, determined to haften 
the approach of a moment which would^ in 
all probability, determine the fate of the 
empire. He advanced^ therefore, with 
encreafed rapidity towards the capital. 
Prince Vaffili determined to await his arrival 
in the advantageous pofition he then occu- 
pied : his camp was prote&ed on one fide 
by a village, on the other by a wood, and 
&eltered in the rear by immenfe rocfcs, 

whofe 
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whofe fummitsj frowning over the fcene, 
gave it an air of grandeur and defiance. 

Demetrius, when he arrived within view 
of the enemy's camp, perceived at one 
glance all the difadvantag^ which muft at- 
tend any attempt to attack it. A defeat 
would now expofe him to deftrudion; 
viclory now feemed a neceflity ; and this im- 
portant refleftion determined Demetrius not 
to hazard it, by attacking an enemy thus ad- 
vantageoully fituat^d. In order, howevery 
to draw him from his fhelter, be commanded 
ibme cannon to be difcharged from the 
heights which he occupied, without ap- 
proaching nearer the camp, in hopes that 
Prince Vaffili would feek that fuccefs which 
the apparent timidity of the enemy feemed 
to promife him. But the Prince was al- 
ready too well apprifed of the impetuous 
charafter — too well acquainted with the 
brilliant courage of Demetrius, not to hope 
that his ardour would conquer his pru- 
dence, and made not, therefore, any at- 
tempt to abandon his prefent fituation. 

So 
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So much drcumfpeftion irritated Deme- 
triusj but did not throw him oflF his guards. 
He now believed that the only method of. 
detaching Prince Vaflili from his camp, 
would be to make a retrogade movement. 
He iffu6d his orders for this purpofe to his 
troops, and, for the firft time, beheld him- 
felf obeyed with reiudance. This ma- 
noeuvre was attended with the confequences- 
he expelled. When Prince Vaffili per- 
ceived his int^uion-<rf retreating, he com- 
mandai his cavalry to attack his rear. De- 
metrius, enchanted at the fuccefs of his 
fcheme, rapidly formed his army, gave the 
command of the Poles to Count Wiefno- 
vitfti, the Coflacks to the Hetman, and 
placed himfelf at the head of the Ruf- 
fians. Swiftly rkfing through their different 
ranks, he addrefled a few words of diredion 
^and exhortation to each, and thus concluded 
his addrefs : — '^ It is not merely for vidory 
^[ that you are about to contend : your own 
^^ liberties, your nation's honour, and your 
*' mpuarchs life>' depend upon the iiTue of 

^' the 
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*^ the comii^ coml^ : to me h will prefem 
** either viftory or death : from your 
" courage I exped the fkft: difappoint 
<' not, thM, the hope your ardour has in- 
** duced me tci cherUh/* Shouts of ap- 
plaufe and affent j^rofe from the various, 
yet combined, hofts. *' Demetrius and 
" vidory! Demetrius and vidory!" re- 
founded along their lines, and reached thofe 
of the enemy. Suddenly a correfponding 
fhout arof^ from among them, and tumult 
and confufion appeared throughout their 
ranks. " Demetrius is t|ie Czar of Ruffia ! 
" Demetrius is the heir of the empire !** 
. riefouiKfed oa every fide ; and the Prince 
behdd an immenfe column of cavalry^, 
which formed the right wing of Prince 
Vaflili's aripy, quit their prefent ppfition, 
and, wheelmg round the bafe of the emi- 
n^Kre near which they were ftationed, ap- 
proach with inconceivable rapidity towards 
Demetrius. The commander then advanc- 
ing, flung himfelf from his horfe, bent one 
haee to the ground, ai^d rcquefted the 

com- 
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tommands^ of his {py&^ga f(x himiHf and 
hfe troops, l«rho were prepared to chef 
the orders of one they acknowledged as the 
only true Czar. This movement was exe- 
cuted wkh fuch rapidity, the whole fcen€ 
appeared fo mftantaneoud, that the troops 
of Prince Vaffili, ftupified at the view of a 
defertion fo fudden, fo unexpeded, made 
no attempt either to prevent or to purfiie 
their flight. Prince VaiBH, ehraged at 
the fcene before him, commanded m. inftanf 
charge to be made on the enemy, and his 
forces recovering from their momentacy 
pamc, ruflied onward to thofe of Deme- 
trius : the Coffacks received them with their 
fixed and projefting lances : they wa^e re- 
pulfed, but ralKed by Prince VaflJli, and 
again brought on to the charge. The Cot 
facks for a moment feemed to (hrink frotti 
tfedr uplifted fabres. Demetrius hafteaedwith 
Ate Ruffians to their affiftance, but frefti 
fijoadrons bore ddwft upon^ this fpot, where 
atf the tumult of the battle feemed to rage, 
il fudden terror fazed the troops of Deme» 

trius: 
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trios : they retreated) but the Prince pre* 
farved order amongft them, and wtthdrew 
them to the eimaence they had at firft pof^ 
fefied. Prince Vaffili, now deeming him^ 
felf fecure of vidory, ordered his whole 
loitre to 2J>andon the camp^ and haften to 
the combat: meantime he awaited their 
arrival at the bafe of the hill, and a ihoKt 
interYal of ftlence and repoTe fucceeded the 
ardour and courage of the fijrfl: onfet. 

Demetrius availed himfelf of this oppor* 
amity to place bis troops in more advan- 
tageous difpofition^, and to deliver fome 
ittfkrudions to thofe who had fo lately 
joined him. The l^rince determined to 
ru(hfrom the emmence he now pofleflfed 
upon the enemy below, who were difco* 
vered Xmag in immenfe force from the 
camp to join E^rinee Vaffili, who was en* 
gaged with his manecuvres on the pkum 
Demetrius again addfe^fed a fhort fpeech to 
Us fbl^^s, not of reproach, but of esicou* 
i^gement : his eloquence, his brilliant and 
animated countenaace, the ardour of his 

geftures. 
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gefttiros^ the confidence of his mantier, re- 
smimated all their wonted enterprife, aod 
they poured down with irrefiftible fury upon 
the oppofmg army, which waited their 
approach with undaunted afped. The 
troops on either fide renewed and continued 
the conibat with a degree of defperate 
valour, which feemed to render its iiTue 
uncertain. During the heat of the action, 
the Prince's unguarded courage expofed him 
to the, attack of a foldier, whofe fword 
threatened him with inftant deftru£tion,when 
Kofanka intercepted the blow, and received 
the point of the weapon in his ar^« . Deme- 
trius fcarcely perceived the danger before he 
faw himfeljF delivered from it ; and the fol- 
dier was inftantly felled to the ground by 
the fabres of his troops. His gratitude to 
the Hetman was only conveyed by an ex- 
preflive glance, for at this moment Prince 
Vaffili broke through the Coflacks, by 
whom he was furrounded, and ruihed to- 
wards Demetrius, refolved to determine the 
fate of the day by engaging hipi in fingle 

combat. 
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combat. The IJrince perceived h& Inteil« 
tion, and, although he had received a flight* 
wound in his left ihoulder, eagerly advanced 
to the encounter. The troops on either 
fide fufpended the fight^ and gazed with, 
fpeechlefe anxiety on their refpedive chiefej 
whofe determined afpeds, whofe fiery cottn« 
tenances, whofe rapid, yet (kilful, move* 
ments, feemed to forebode a fatal termina- 
tion to the conflift. ' 

The heavy fabre of IVince Vailili fhivered 
the helmet of Demetrius, which fell in glit-- 
tering fragments on the ground, while th^ 
blood poured from the wound >^er his 
fliining ringlets. A cry of terror probeed^ 
from his troops, and they were rufhing for- 
ward to feparate the combatants, when De- 
metrius, prefling ftill clofer to the Prince,* 
plunged his fabre in his fide: a deadly 
palenefs overfpread his countenance j he- 
clofed his eyes, and funk to the ground^ 
without uttering a fingle groan. A fhout* 
of triumph arofe from the troops of Deme^- 
tnus ; thofe of the enemy fled in confiifion: 

yoi,. II. c the 
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ibt Mice purfued them; they ruihed 
tttmuItuooOy towards their camp. At this 
ttoi&ent Count Wiefnovitfki, who had been 
tngaged with another detachment of the 
enemy's army, and had fought with the 
lame Aiccefs, was purfutng the fugitives in 
the fame direfHon, when he encountered 
Demetrius, whofe dtfcoloured and difhe* 
veiled hair, whofe eye, beaming with the 
lire of the hero, whofe blood*(lained and 
uplifted fabre gave him the afpe& of Mars 
triumphing amidft the battle's tumult ; 
tralour nerving his arm, and vidory fhining 
on his brow. " The day is ourown!** 
exclaimed Count Wiefnovitfk. ^ Prince 
•* Vaflili b flam V* replied Demetrius ; and 
th^ extended hands were mutually grafped 
in mutual congratulation. 

The ay of ^ Quarter! quarter!" now 
refounded on every fide. 

« 6i»re the vanquidied foe ! flieathe the 

** ufelefs labre]" faid Demetrius to his 

troops, who were,ftill dealing defirudion 

around. Hb commands were obeyed'; the 

. conquerors 
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conquerors ceafed fimxi the carm^e; Ae 
omquered threw their weapcms cm Ae 
gron^* Once more Dememus ftjt ^ 
joy of vi^ry, and felt it unalloyed. Struck 
widi the ienfe of its importance, his he^t 
dibted with gratitude to him who had be« 
ftowed it. •^ ThankabetoGod!" he ex- 
clsamed, ^^ the ccmqueft is complete } the 
*^ empire is our own.'' He bent his laiee 
to the ground, and an cKpre&^n of tlbt 
moft glowing and heart-felt deiKitkm fo& 
tened while it illumined the hero's coun* 
tenance, as he raifed his hands and heart 
towards the God of bi^tles. The whole 
army, infpired by his piety, followed his 
example. A filence,^ folemn and univerfal^ 
prevailed. Every heart beat in uirffonj every 
eye was rsufed towards HetP^n* 

To thde elevated feelings, this &ered 
duty, fucceeded the eager tone of joy, the 
warm grafp of gratulation, the asDdous 
glance of enquiry. More painful were 
tbetr emotions, whoi amidft the bleeding 
heaps, which lay fcattered over the phdn^ 
« a all 
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alt recognifed their comrades, oumy, their 
6iends, and fome, their kindred. Deme^ 
criusy while engaged in the duties of huma- 
liicy, feparating the dead from the wounded 
and the dying, difcovered Prince Vaffiii ; 
and finding that he yet breathed, rai^ 
him from the ground, and commanded 
fome foldiers to bear him to his tent, and 
beftow on him e?ery attention his ftate f e* 
quired : thefe attentions fucceeded : and 
Demetrius, after beholding him reftored to 
recollection, quitted him, to return to the 
field of battle 2 on re-entering it, he per- 
ceived a courier galloping acrofs the plain } 
his courier panting with toil and heat, hi$ 
garb covered with dull, his eager geftures^ 
his ^iquuing glances, proclaimed him the 
bearer of imp^tant tidings. Demetrius 
advanced towards him. The courier, pauf* 
-ing, exclaimed, " Conduft me to Deme* 
" trius, the C»r of Ruffia, the only law- 
** ful ruler over the empire." 

^* It is himfdf whom you addrefs,'* 
r^ed the Prince. " What are the tidings 
« that you bear?'* 

The 
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The courier threw hunfelf from I^ horfet 
and bent one knee to the. ground,^ while he 
ddivered a packet to Demetrius. He 
haftily unclofed it, and hid cheek .flufhed. 
wkh furprife, and his eye fparkled with 
triumph^ as he perufed its contents. It 
was a document figned by the principal 
nobility of Mofcow, ftating, that the tyrant 
Boris, long agitated by fear, by remorfie, 
fo^iidous of all who approached him, at 
kogth driven to defpair by the open re- 
volt of his fubjefts, and the fucceffes of 
Demetrius, had fwallbwed poifon, and ex- 
pired in the prefence of the Danifli and 
Swedilh ambafladors, to whom he was giv- , 
h^ audience. Immediately on his deceafe, 
the I^itriarch had declared Feodor^ the 
tyrant's fon, h^r to his throne ; but bang , 
deferted by all the nobility of Mofcow, he; 
had been obliged to renounce his newly 
acquired dignity, and retired from the Krem- 
lin to the habitation of his only remaining 
parent. The Patriarch now declared him- 
felf in favour of Demetrius, and the nobles 
c 3 of 
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QjFMrfcow uQamiiK»^y reque&d l&fiipre* 
fence m the cajntal, when all the empire 
would own lus dominion, and the thrcme 
of hk anceftors receive him as its fore* 
reign. The Prince communicated the in* 
teliigence ccmtained in this document to 
thofe around him ^ it was n^dly drculated 
throughoi^ the fcattered legicms; and all 
Dras tumult, tran^rt, and confi:£on. 

The Hetman of .the Coflacks and Comtt 
Wiefnovitiki approadied : Demetrius alt^« 
naiely embraced than, with an emotba 
which the elevation of hts foul and the in« 
tereft of the moment rendered at once 
tender md ardent. 

Mofcow was within a £sW verfts of the 
field of battle ; and on the morrow Deme* 
trii^ purpofedto make his firft entrance into 
a^ capital of his empire. 
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CHAP. XII. 



<• B«fore hiflfoodUpt htm 
•> The nmltitudt exulting. On he treads 
^ Raro^d attd hottoor'd : their enraptur*d 6g|it 
"* Purfoes Ms graceful ftature, and their teDguet 
^ Eitol and hail him as thdrguardia* god.** 

Oi.otSR*« Leomid^ 



T*H£ fun was yet low in the horizon ; die 
morning mifts were yet undi4>erfed; 
the birds were yet chaunting their matbs, 
when Demetrius, at the head of his troops, 
crofled the plain of Lagra, and beheld ta 
the diftance the city of Mofcow. 

Numerotis and flender fpures glittering 
with gold, bumifhed domes, lofty turretsy 
and painted palaces, fhone with a radiant 
confufion that repelled the dazzled eye^ 
and compelled it to turn for relief to* 
wards the lovely fcenery by which they 
were forrounded. The gay blolK>ms of 
the gardens, the foft verdure of the groves^ 
c 4 the 
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the bright turf of the lawns, were reflected 
iq the waters of the Mofca, which, after 
winding through the city, gdhtly flowed on- 
wards among the furrounding country. All 
the charms of a Ruffian fpring, heightened 
by the fuddennefs and force of its contraft 
with the feverity of a Ruffian winter, now 
fafcinated the^ fenfes, and gladdened the 
heart of man. The clear ferene (ky, the 
foft elaftic breeze, the freihnefs of morn, 
and the fragrance of fpring, breathed into 
the foul that buoyant hilarity of fpirit fo 
often fdt during the early hour of the 
mom and the primeval feafon of the 
year. • 

The fplendid and ' warlike cavalcade,- 
which covered the plain, increafed, while it 
participated in, the gaiety of the fcene. The ' 
dignified and martial Coflacks, with their 
towering helmets and glittering garbs, 
curbing their neighing fteedsj the more 
flender and more, agile huffars of Poland, 
with their purple plumes and golden mails, ' 
compeliiog their courfers to obey the rein, 

' as 
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as they bounded forward to the city j the 
firm and graver RufBans, whofe fimplicity 
of coftume gave to each^an the full cha« 
rader of his figure and mien, combining an 
expreflion of manly and warlike dignity. 
From this numerous and fplendid train the 
eye of Demetrius glanced towards the im- 
perial city ; and a glow of hope, of pride, . 
of exultation, pervaded his foul, as he felt- 
that he was the lord o{ the fcene, the fove- 
reign of the empire. 

As they drew yet nearer to the domes 
and towers of Mofcow, a thoufand bells 
rung from the fteeples, and thoulands and 
ten thoufands of voices exclaimed with one 
accord, "Long live the Czar Demetrius ! 
** Long Kve the Sovereign of the empire !*' 
" Long live the Czar Demetrius !*' was re- 
echoed by the troops who accompanied him; 
and every heart wijbedj what every lip ex^ 
freffed^ " Long life to the youthful Mo- 
" narch ! Long life to Demetrius of 
^'Ruffiar* 

c 5 Not 



d by Google 



( i4 ) 

l^ot DOW, as oh his entratiee into J^oit^go 
irod,did he behold deferted ftreets and Tacant 
habitations. The oalcomies wwe crowded 
with fpeftators; the tones of feftivity re- 
founded through the ftreets ; Ae (hout of 
joy afcended; hope^ curiofity, eagemefs, 
beamed on every countenance ; all anzioufly 
prefled forward to behold the blooming 
hero, to welcome and to gratulate their law* 
fill Sovereign ; all gazed with ihtngied ad- 
miration and refped upon hb graceful, yet 
commanding, figure, bis brow impreffed 
with majefty, his eagle eye which flaflied 
a radiance that almoft forbad the gaze of 
man, while his fmile, fwe^t, fafcinati^g, 
refiftlefs, as powerfully attra£led it. 

The Piitriarch of the empire, in the 
fplendid habit of his arder^ accompanfed 
by all the nobility of Mofcow, advanced in 
proceffion to meet Demetrius, and condu£b 
him to the palace of the Czars. 

The throne, fo lately occupied by the 
guilty Boris, now received the noble-minded 
Demetrius. Before he afcended it^ the 

Patriarch 
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Fatfilrch|>r<mouiiced his Uefling^aod powedt 
the oil of confecraticm on bis head. Agaia 
the fbom of ^^ liOfig live the Czar D«m« 
*< trius!'' wti8 rq>eated through the paku:» p 
agaia it was re^cho^ through the dty^ 
I>emetrius waved^his hmd to com|}iao4 
fileiice— and filence prevailed. 

«' Friends, fufajeas^andMoW-foldiersI'' 
he b^aU} ^* this day, which beholds me 
^^ feated on die throne of my smrefbrs, 
** beholds my future life pledged for your 
«< happhieft and welfare. I feel the awful 
<^ dudes that await me ; but with the dutii^ 
** are combined the powers (whatever 
^ powers the |m>udeft foUl could wifli) tb 
*^ execute that good the warmeft heart might 
i< diaate^-— /' He paufed, for a fuddto 
mnnnur arofe &mi among the aflanUed 
noble& They gave way en either fide^ 
and through the intervening fpace rufhed . 
a youthfol female, who {nroftrated ber-^ 
felf at the foot of the throne. Deme^ 
trius gazed on her with fpeechleft ^onifli^ 
ment : hei: lingletsftreatning over her Hender 
c 6 and 
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md graceful figure^ her ^es fuffufed with 
ttaiii her dafped, bands, her imploring 
atdiudey her brilliant beauty, excited at 
<mce compaffion, furptife, and admiration. 
He defended from' die throne, and raifiog 
her from' the ground, eiu}uired her same, 
and the occafibn of h^ grief. She turned 
afide her head and wept with increafmg 
violence. 

« ThePrincefs Irenel' ^ faid the Patriarch, 
advaiicing towards her. 

«« The Princefs Irene ?'* rq>eated Deme- 
trius, in a tbne of enquiry. 

" The daughter of the late Catar," was 
the reply of the Patriarch. 

Demetrius involuntarily quitted her hand, 
which had boen drained in his. Irene 
unddrftood ' the a^ion, -and caft on him a 
glance of fuch ^xpicffive,yet timid, reproach, 
. that his feelings Ibltened towards her ; and 
in an accent gentle and in^>reffive, he afiured 
her of protedton and fecurity, noC only for 
herfelf, but her friends and kindreds A^^n ; 
file threw herfelf lat his feet, and her gra* 

tude 
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tude was expreflfed with as much enei^ 
as had been her terror and fupplication. 

Demetrius, anxious to conclude this 
icene, requefted fome of the nobles, wlio 
furrounded him, to reconduft her in fatety 
to h^r dwelling } and aflured her fhe might 
withdraw in the hrmeft reliance on his 
promife of protedUon. It was with app3rent 
rdudance that fhe complied with the 
requefl; but the air of decifion, though 
now tempered by fweetnefe, which De- 
metrius invariably poffefled, corivmced Irene 
Ihe had nothing more to hope from a longer 
continuance. She quitted the palace, at« 
tended by the appointed nobles. Demetrius 
renewed his addrefs to the afiembly ; and 
the fubfequent events of the day nearly ob<^ 
iterated the circumftance from his memory. 

The feelings of Demetrius on the clofe 
of that day, which had beheld him feated 
on the throne of Ruffia, acknowledged as 
the fovetdgn of the largeft empire in 
£i}rope, were varied and tumultuous ; yet 
the proud glow of gratified ambition, the 

warm 
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irarm throb of andctpated hHkj gradiiaUf 
yielded to the fofter emotions of filial affec«» 
tion^ and the fweet convi£tion that the 
moment was approaching when he ihould 
rdeafe fats beloved parent from her dreaiy 
prifon^ and be enabled to repay, by the 
mod devoted duty and affedion, thofe fnf. 
fierings which (he had for him endured, 
diflFiifed over his heart that tender embu* 
fiafm of feeling which poflefles all the blifc 
of rapture without its tumults* 

The convent of Su Ifmailo was fitoated 
atf fome diftance from Mofcow ; andDeme* 
trius, prevented by the neceiSty of hb 
prefence in tlje capital^ from going in per^ 
fon to greet and to releafe his mother, ^ 
patched for this purpofe an embafly, com* 
poied of the principal nobility of the em* 
pire. Having, however, given audience tOL 
the ambafiadors from the diflFerent pro* 
vinces, publiflied a manifefto to his fubje£te, 
with unlimited offers of pardon and protec* 
tion, and difj^tched other affairs of ftate, 
as the day drew towards its cloky 

judging 
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judging diat the Czarma's carriage muft be 
vithm a few verfts of the capital, the Gzar» 
acccnnpanied by Counts Wiefinovhiki, Ko* 
fanka, and followed by feveral Boyanb^ 
and an tmmenfe and continually augmenting 
dirongy quitted the city, and advanced to- 
wards the wood of Smerdu, through which 
the Czarina was expeded to pa&. 

As Demetrius entered it, the fun was 
&akb^ behmd a chain of diftant moun* 
tains, and tinted the feathery rerdtire 
and flender trunks of the larch and aUpen 
with its purple radiance ; while the Mofca, 
Mke a ftream df liqiiid gold, flowed in 
graceful windings through the furrounding 
country. The feelings of Demetrius were 
bright and ardent as the fcene before him ( 
bnt yet more bright was the glow of hi$ 
cfaedc, more ardrat the glance of his eye» 
as through the feattered trees he beheld the 
Czarina's carriage, furrounded by horie- 
men, rapidly aj^roaching. The cavalcade 
paufed on perceiving the Czar : he threw 
frimSelf from his borfe, and ruflied towards 

the 
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the carriage; the dbor was flung ofsen, and ' 
the Czarina overpowered by various emo- 
tions, funk half fainting into the arms of 
herfon. 

*• My mother, my beloved mother !" he 
paffionately and tenderly exclaimed, as he 
preifed her to his breaft. 

" My fon, my long-loft fon !** flie faintly 
uttered, as (he leaned for fupport upon his 
fhoulder, and weptwith uncontroulable emo- 
tbn. The eyes of Demetrius were alfo 
fuffufed with tears, as the overpowering . 
remembrance of long-treafuted affedion 
ruflied upon his mind ; and he beheld the 
reveries of his infancy, the day-dreams of 
his youth, and the hope of his manhood, 
thus fondly, thus completdy reali&d. No 
fliout of gratulation arofe ; no found of joy 
proceeded from the fiirrounding fpeftators 
to interrupt the foft, yet folemn, ftillnefs ; 
but their tearful eyes, their expr^ve 
glances, betrayed more ftrong, though 
fiirat, fympathy, as they gazed upon the 
manly form and blooming countenance of 

the 
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the fon, and the pallid cheek and attenua* 
ted figure of the parent. 

When the firft tumult of emotion had in 
fome meafure fubfided, Demetrius refeated 
the Czarina in her carriage, and, placing 
himfelf befide her, commanded the procef- 
fion to advance towards Mofcow. Each 
was now enabled to contemplate the coun- 
tenance of the other. In the graceful form, 
the noble fieatures, the tender expreffion 
which beamed from the eye of Demetrius, 
as he gazed (mi her, the Czarina feemed to 
recogiiize her beloved Ivan : in the deep,' 
but almofl penfive tones, with which he re- 
plied to her, flie feemed to hear her la- 
mented Feodor. All thofe fweet and varied 
emotions which attend on kindred love, fo 
long and fo cruelly fuppreffed, were re- 
awakened in her breaft. With maternal 
tendernefs flie gazed on the form of the 
fon; with maternal triumph fhe recalled' 
the deeds of the hero ; with maternal conft- 
dente (he anti<!ipated the fplendour- of the- 

monarch. 
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monarch* More fubdoed and lefe pkafonu* 
ble were *the emotions with which Deme-t 
trills dweh on the countenance of his mo* 
th^ : her hollow cheek, though now faintly 
flufhed with the tnuifient glow of hope ; her 
funken eye, though now beaming with the 
fire of joy and pride, conveyed a pang to 
the heart of her ion, as he thought how dif- 
ferent had been the im^e he had pidured 
from the objeft he i>eheld. " My mother !*• 
he faid, in a tone expreffive of the deepeft 
commiferation, <^ my mother ! and is it fo^ 
«* me that you have thus fuffered ?" " Suf- 
^* fered!" repeated the Czarina, in a tone 
which fe^ned to imply all fuflFering was ba- 
nifhed from her remembrance, ^^ can I 
*^ think of fufferiag when I bdhold my 
•* fon,— when that beloved fon addrefles me 
** by the title of mother ?" Demetrius 
again clafped her to his heart, in iilent, but 
eicpreiffive, gratitude. In briefly recapitulate 
ing the [mncipal events of his pail life, the 
death of the faithful Galitzm w^s memioMd 

by 
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by hittty and heard by her wkh that deep re- 
gret fuch a lofs was calculated to excke in 
grateful and fenfible hearts. 

When they reached Mofcow, and de- 
icended from the carriage at the Imperial 
palace, a fudden rufh of painful recollec- 
tions poured upon the Czarina's heart. It 
had once been the fcene of love and of tri« 
umph ; it had alfo been the fcene of death and 
of defpair,— *of defpair which had bordered 
upon madn^. Tl^ torturing emotions 
which at one dreadful period when (he 
had bdield Feodor expiring, had poiTefikd 
her foul, feemed again to occupy it y hor« 
ror of the pait infpired dread of the future. 
*« Oh,go'not there, my fon/' Ihe wildly ex- 
claimed, ** go not to the haunts of mur- 
der V' << My beloved mother !" replied the 
Czar, *< calm this frightful agitation ; when 
*^ there are no murderers, we need not ap* 
•' prebend murder.*' 

**No murderer/^* Ihe repeated, calling a ra- 
pid and fhuddering glance around theaflem- 
bled nobles. Her eyes relied on the coun- 
tenance 



d by Google 



( 44 ) 

finance of Prince Vaffili, who was recovcr- 
oig from the effe&s of his wound, and 
having received a generous and uncondi- 
tional pardon from Demetrius, had pre- 
fenled himfelf, among the other nobles of 
Mofcow, at the entrance of the palace, to 
welcome the arrival of the Czarina. His 
pallid cheeks, contrafted with his dark 
brow, gave to his countenance an expref- 
fion of gloom and ferocity which almoft juf- 
tified the impreflions it made on the Czarina, 
who, remembering in his perfon the friend 
afad minifter of the guilty Boris, overcome 
by the recoUeftions thus awakened in her 
mmd, fainted in the arms of her fon, who 
inftantly conveyed her to the palace, and by 
the moft alEduous attentions at length re« 
called her to recolleftion. • Flattering him- 
felf that a night's repofe would reftore her to 
compofure, and diffipate the vain alarms 
which poffeffed her imagination, he prevailed 
on her to. retire to reft, and bade her adieu 
with ftrangely mingled emotions ofpity, chat 
tened by refpeft; of love, foftened by 

com- 
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companion ; of pleafure^ tempered by re- 

On the folloAving and the fucceeding 
days the Czarina evidently attempted to 
fubdue and conceal thofe painful emotions 
flie in vain endeavoured to extinguifh. The 
firft glow of delight flie had experienced on 
being reftored to her fon, like the blaze of 
expiring embers, was tranflent as vivid, and 
gave way to a deep and oppreffive tnelin^ 
choly. Each objed recalled to her mind 
the memory of the murdered Feodor j and 
the view of Demetrius, moving amidft the 
feme fcenes, elevated to the fame rank, and 
performing the fame duties, inftead of being, 
produftive of the happinefe fce had anti- 
cipated, filled her with an apprehenfion 
painful to him and unaccountable even to 
herfelf, that his too would be the fame 
fate. 

Amongft the various changes to which^ 
the human heart is liable, amidft the various, 
difappointments to which mortality is ex- 
pofed, none is felt fo keenly by ourfelves,^ 

none 
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none is regarded with fo much (urptize by 
others, as that incapjicity of receiving plea^ 
Aire, v^hich is too often experienced by 
thofe who have been long enured to pain. 
The wintry landfcape may revive beneath 
returning fpring ; but no fecond fpring 
awaits the withered heart : on its blighted 
bloffoms the (lews of fympathy, the glance 
of affeftion, hUX in vain. As eafy were it 
to renew the blooming graces as the early 
feelings of unclouded youth; thofe warm 
and funny feelings which, like the beams of 
Heaven, feed their own glowing colouring 
over every furrounding objeft ; but whenr 
ihefe beams are quenched, when thefe feeU 
ingS are fled j though the fcenes may remain 
the fame, the light which adorned them with 
life, and fplendour, and gaiety, is for ever 
extinguifeed. . Reafon may tell u^, the blef- 
fings we once fo eagerly coveted are our 
own, the hope whofe attainment feemed to 
promife a certainty of blifs is fulfilled ; but 
the heart replies, Yes ! the blelfings are 
conferred, the hope is attained, but the fpi* 

rit 
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lit of enjoyment is pail. This ibtte of mind 
is the more to be deprecated, becaufe it is 
regarded with cenfure, and not with com* 
paffion. The generality ^^ mankind can 
fympathize with prefent Imfortunes, with 
adual calamities; but few, very few, ex* 
tend even indulgence to that fi^ed, yet fet- 
tled gloom, which oppreffes a heart, whofe 
elaftic fpring, formerly refponfive to the 
touch of mirth and gaiety, has been de» 
ftroyed by the long and habitual preffure of 
misfortune. The human mind js ever prone to 
cenfure what it cannot underftand ; and thofe 
arecondemned,as yielding to the fullennefsof 
defpair,or the repiningsof difcontent,when in 
fea they are bending beneath the vifitation of 
Hejven. All this was experienced by the Cza- 
rina, and experienced with additional poig- 
nancy from the convi£Hon that Demetrius be- 
held it with regret. In vain (he ftruggled to 
command her feelings, in vain Ihe fought to 
drefs her face in fmiles, when he.ivinefs dwelt 
at her heart; in vainfheincelSantly recalled her 
prefent bleiHngs to her remembnttice. Alas ! 

when 
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nfhen it becomes neceffary for others or 
ourfelves to remind us of our bleffings, they 
have long ceafed to be fuch, Butvaiq,for ever 
vain in fuch a conteft, is the voice of reafon ! 
it may teach us to endure, but cannot com- 
pel us to enjoy ; it may induce refignation, 
but cannot enforce happinefs. — When the 
jchords of the harp are unftrung, the hand 
of the mafter is exercifed in vain : found 
it may indeed produce, but caimot com- 
mand harmony. 

The contraft which the fplendour and tu- 
mult of the palace prefented to the ftillnefe 
and folitude of her cell, irritated, rather than 
gratified the feelings of the Czarina : and 
the refpedl paid, the flatteries addrefled tp 
her by the courtiers, no longer, as for- 
nierly, gratified her pride, or commanded 
her belief. She had feen the fluduation$ of 
their condud during the reigns of Ivan and 
Feodor j fhe had heard of the fervile re- 
gards they bad paid to Boris i and (he hadh 
felt the negleft vfith which they had al- 
lowed her to pme in imprifonment. Her 

2 foul 
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foul fickened amidfl: thefe fcenes of flattery 
and di£EmuIation, and ihe reqpefted her 
fon's permiffion to retire from a fpot which, 
notwithftanding his prefence, was rendered 
pamful to her by a variety of combining 
caufes. She urged that, by adopting a re- 
iidence wkhin a fhort dHboice of the city, 
(he fhould be enabled to behold him with as 
much frequency, and more freedom, than at 
prefent : they ihould then be unfettered by 
the reftraims of grandeur, and nnconftramed 
bytheprefenceof fociety. Demetrius, thpugh 
beliftened to thispropofal with forrour,he(i- 
tated not to accord it his immediate complin 
ance ; and in a fhort period a Ipiendid ha- 
bitation was prepared within a £ew verfts of 
Mc^cow for the reception of the Czarina^ 
Her health aad fpiriiSB appeared bene^ted 
by this change, and Demetrius, ia contenu 
fdadng the effeds with iatia&^tion, ceafed to 
remember their caufe with r^e^et. 
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CHAP. ni. 

« He bears k high"-^ 

« High ! , 
^ •" With uncontrouVd command ! you fee already 
-** He wiU fiot be encumber*d with the fetters 
" Of our advice — He fpeaks his fovereign will ; 
*« On every hand he HTues oiit his orders 
" Te OS, his natural Have*"-— 

Thomson's Cori§Jaiius* 

jyEMETRlUS, on the day of his accef- 
ceflion to the throne, had difpatched a 
courier into Poland with the intelhgence of 
his brrllbnt and entire fuccefs. He ad. 
dreffed a few words to the Princefs of Sen- 
domir, expreffive. of his eager hopes, his. 
rapturous exultatbn at the approach of that 
moment, when he fliould be enJibled to 
claim and to receive her as the partner of 
his throne, and the miftrefs of his fate. His 
inclinations would have prompted him to 
difpatch an immediate embafly into Poland, 
for the purpofe of publickly demanding the 
Princefs in marriage; but the advice of 

Count 
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Count Wiefnovitfki determined him to delay 
his efpoufals, till the empire (hould be re- 
ftored to a ftate of entire tranquillity. 

The adherents of Feodor, the fon of 
Boris, were dill numerous, and notwith- 
ftanding the Czar's declaration of unlimited 
pardon, many of the troops yet maintained 
themfelves amongft the faftneffes of the 
mountains^ or the depths of the forefts. 
Demetrius, whofe prefence was requifite in 
his capital, difpatched an army, chiefly com- 
pofed of CoflTacks, commanded by Kofanka, 
with direaions- to fecure, if poffible, the 
perfons of the refugees, without fhedding 
their bloody and induce them to fwear alle- 
giance to their lawful fovereign. 

In the meantime Demetrius applied him- 
felf with infinite afliduity to reform feveral ^ 
abufes in the ftate and army. He punifhed 
many judges, convifted of iniquitous prac- 
tices J he drew up a code of laws for the 
civil regulation of his fubjeds ; he defcended 
even to objefts of more minute importance, 
and endeavoured to introduce the Polifli 
D 2 cuiloms 
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cuftoms and drefs among his fubjefts. Be- 
holding, with equal mortification and fur- 
prize, the utter ignorance in which the 
Ruffian iiation was involved, and judging 
that by deftroying thofe ufelefs diftin^ions, 
which cuftom had made, and prejudice con- 
tinued, between themfelves and the furround- 
ing nations, he ihould alfo deftroy the 
grand obftacle to moral and intelledual 
improvement ; he endeavoured by his own 
example to reconcile the minds of his people 
to thefe innovations. With furprize he dif- 
covered that this attempt was produftive of 
univerfal difcontent. Thofe who had calmly 
beheld his regulations in affairs of the ftate, 
murmured when his interference was ex- 
tended to the intercourfe of focial life : the 
confequences of the firft were neither in- 
ftantly felt, or clearly perceived ; thofe of 
the laft were immediate. His fubjeds were 
required to renounce thofe habits and cere- 
monies, which as their own were regarded 
with aflfeClion, as their anc^ftors* with re- 
verence. 

f 

Demetrius, 
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Demetrius, with a gaiety of fpkft and of 
manner peculiarly his own^ at firft endea- 
voured to conquer their reludlance by ridi- 
cnle or raillery j but raillery, when era* 
^yed againft thofe who pofiefs a certain 
confcioufnels of inlbiority, is always re« 
garded as an expreffion of contempt. The 
grave and haughty Boyards returned the 
playful addrefs of their Czar by a cold 
and repuJiire filence, . and his more ferious 
remonftrances, by a declaration that they 
preferred the obfervances of their anceftora 
to thofe of a foreign nation* 

Contraft of charafter has been iaid to be 
produ£Hve of mutual gratification^ but it 
muft be a contraft rather of manner thaa 
oi mind, of accidental opinion^ rather than 
of natural fentiment; thofe minds which 
never meet in agreement, can never allow for 
each other in difTent. In opinion, in fenti^ 
ment, and in manner, Demetrius alike dtf^ 
f(»ed from the people whom he governed ; 
while the peculiar nature of his paft life had 
prevented him from acquiring that corapre- 
D 3, henfiv^ 
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henfive knowledge of human nature which 
enables its pofleflbrs to enter into, and make 
allowance for, weakneffes and prejudices 
from which themfelves may be exempt. In 
the convent he had indeed feen man both 
the flaye and viftim of prejudice ; but he 
had fek inclined to attribute this perver- 
fion of the intelleft to the peculiarity of his 
fituation, rather thto the conftitution of his 
nature ; befides, though he had perceived 
it^ fatal e£Fe£i:s, he was yet unacquainted 
with its impregnable force ; it is only when 
oppofed, that prejudice flings afide the 
prieftly gown or filken robe, to difplay the 
impenetrable armour they conceal. The* lion 
flumbers, till roufed by the fpear of the 
huntfman : the hurricane is filent, till it en« 
counter the oppofing rock. Demetrius^ 
as he obtained not, during his con'ventual 
life, even a juft acquaintance of the motives 
in which that life had originated, was alfo 
completely excluded from acquiring a know- 
ledge of thofe rapid fiud:uations of feelu%, 
thofe variations of opinion,- thofe inconfiA 

tencies 
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tencies of condufb, which man difcovers in 
a ftate of freedom. As the paffions and the 
feelings of the human breaft had in the con- 
vent appeared nearly extinguilhed, fo in the 
court were they entirely concealed, (con- 
cealed at leaft from the difcovery of the 
inexperienced Demetrius,} by the courteous 
phrafe, the ftudied accent, the habitual fel& 
poffeffion ; he here indeed acqmred a know- 
ledge of the manners f but he was f^ill un- 
acquainted with the mindsy of his fellow 
creatures.. The ocean^s furface, fmooth and 
bright, was difclofed to his view y. but its 
dark abyfles, its varied wonders,^ it^ fearful 
receffes, were imexplored. The camp ihewed 
lum man in a difierent^ but equally delufive 
point of view. Here the paffions were nei- 
ther extinguifhed o^ repreflfed, but they 
were concentrated j and nothing rajfes the 
charafter fo much above its natural level, 
nothing adorns it with fo much teniporaryr 
d^nity; as the conqentratipn of the paffiops, 
the feelings, and this hopes towards an objefli 
of importance. Here Demetrius had na 
D 4 oppor- 
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Opportunity of difcovering thofe petty foi- 
Wes, thofe difgufting meanneffes, that re- 
voking felfiftinefs, which are too often be- 
trayed in the intercourfe of common fociety j 
he couJd not even difcover the vaft fupe- 
riority of his own underftandihg over that 
of the generality of makind ; becaufe he 
had only to explain his wffties, or deliver 
his codimands, before he beheld them ac« 
quiefced in, or ob^ed j and the agreement 
of the will, is often miftaken for the com- 
prehenfion of the mind. But now, when 
he found himfelf called upon to adapt his 
ideas and language to the comprehenfions of 
all ranks and capacities ; to explain his 
Views and wifhes to a race Of irien, whofe 
jm^refe in civiEzation had been merely 
fufficient to introduce its artificial diftinc- 
tions, but not its intelleclual refinements, 
he difcovered, with furprife, his utter ina- 
Klity to influence the wills, or convince the 
underftandings, of his ftibjefts. When he 
perceived that his example and his recom- 
mendation failed-, to introduce thofe- regu- 
lations 
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iattons he defired, he tried the infioence of 
reafon ; finding them inacceffible to argu- 
menf , be had recourfe to raillery ; vfheit 
this alfo proved ineffedual^ and^ unwilling 
to command, where he yet hoped to con- . 
vince, he fought amongft the Boyards for 
feme noble, capable of affifting him in the^ 
ta(k of reformmg the manners and cuftoms^ 
of the Rui&ans^ The idea of demanding: 
the did of Prince VafliH occiHTed to hinu. 
His genius had enabled this aobleman,. 
though educated in the midA of ignorance- 
and bigotry, to emerge iim/elf from their 
dominion ^ at the fame time that his judge- 
ment taught him the danger of CQmbating: 
them, without the moft extreme caution,, 
in others. 

Demetrius, gratified by the enthufiafmr: 
with which he entered into Ws views, andl 
the clearnefe with which he comprehendecfe 
them, with all the confidence of a generous* 
nature, believing that one who^ had re- 
ceived honours, liberty, nay ev^ life at: 
his bands, muft be bound by ev«ry tie o£ 
n 5 gratitude: 
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gratitude and affe£tion to his fervke, de- 
termined, even in oppofition to the advice 
of Count Wiefnovitlki, and the wiflies of 
the Czarina; to avail himfelf of the Prince's 
affiftance in effeding the reforms he me- 
ditated. 

It was at this period 5 that Demetrius re- 
called to his remembrance the promife he 
had made^the Priricefs Irene in the coun- 
cil chamber, on the day of his accefCon to 
the thrbne, and, determining to fulfil it, 
vifited the fecluded habitation where dwelt 
the family of the late triumphant Boris. 
The Czar was conduded to the prefence 
of , his predeceffor's now deferted confort, 
who received him with an attention which 
bordered upon fervility. Demetrius re- 
newed his promife of proteflion to herfelf 
and family, and, while making this aflur- 
ance, Irene entered the apartment and ad- 
vanced, towards him ; not as he had before 
beheld her, with diflievekd locks and 
ftreaming eyes, poffeffed of courage- to 
brave the prefence of a numerous aflem- 

blyj 



d by Google 



( 59 y 

biy; but with timid air and downcaU*: 
glances. 

The Czar gazed upon her with increafed' 
furprife and renewed admiration. The 
ibft bloom of her youthful countenance, 
the graceful movements of her flender 
figure, the air of modefty which feemed 
to envelop her, and which fo oftea infpires. 
a greater degree of refpeft than the proudeft 
maje/ly or coldeft referve^ excited his ad- 
Diiration,' ^hile it forbade the expreifion 
of it; and with a degree of hefitation^ as- 
if fearing to oflfend by recalling, it to her 
remembrance, he alluded to the fcene which 
had pafled in the .council chamber ;. and 
alledged his various duties and employ^nents 
as the caufes of "his havings till the prefent 
momenty delayed to. ratify the promife he* 
had then made.. A degree of confuiioa 
appeared in her -countenance, as fhe raifed: 
her eyes towards Demetrius, and expreffed 
her gratitude.* 

" My unfortunate daughter^'* faid the late- 
Czarina, " has greatly condemned her im-- 
D 6 '* prudence^ 
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«^ prudence, for intrading unauthorifed into 
<« your prefence; but fear for a mother's 
«« fafety induced her to do that, which 
*• a mother's prudence muft condemn, 
** though a mother's love may pardon/' 
*' Pardon!*' repeated Demetrius, as he 
glanced his eye over the beautiful and re- 
tiring form of Irene, and thought, ho\^ 
great muft have been that filial affe£Uon 
which could induce her timid feelings to 
brave the prefence of the multitude ! The 
exclamation was underftood— and both the 
Czarina and her daughter were fetisfied 
with it. The vifits of Demefrius at the 
palace of Godonof, were frequently re- 
newed, and with encreaiing fadsfadion. 
The attention with which Irene hung on 
his words, the affenting fmile, the approv- 
ing glance with which (he repaid them, 
poffeffed a charm, felt, though not under» 
ftood, by Demetrius. In reftoring the 
family of the late Czar to thdr hereditary 
rank and pofiefSons, and in msuntaining a 
frequent intercouifc with them, he believed 
' himfelf 
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himfelf aftuatedby the moft generous and 
difinterefted motives ; and knew not that, 
far frorti fubduing bis prejudices, he was 
indulging hk inclinations. Not that his 
heart was touched by the fefcinations of 
Irene ; but his vanity was flattered by her 
attentions-— attentions fufSctently obvious to 
gratify his feelings, but not fufiiciently appa- 
rent to awaken hi& fufpicion^* Irene, mean- 
timey imagined her influence over the Czar 
was daily augmenting, and flattered herfelf 
that, with the aid of the Patriarch and Prmce 
Vaffili, flie (hould obtain thift ftation to 
which^ fince the acceflioh of Demetrius, her 
ambitious hopes had afpired. 

Count Wiefnovit&i beheld the fcene 
wluch was afting with furprife and alarm. 
From the knowledge he had already ac- 
quired of the. Ruffian nation, he feare^they 
might view, with diflike, the eievati(m of 
a foreign Princefe to their Czar's imperial 
throne j he alfo feared that the noble family 
of the Princefs Irene, and her numerous 
adherents among the Boyards of the empire, 
would induce them to indulge hopes re- 

fpeding 
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fpe£Ui^ their Czar's union with her, which 
his cpndud was but too much calculated 
to encourage. While thefe reflections were 
paifing through the niind of t^e Count, he 
was furprifed by the fadden entrance of 
their objefl:. 

" My friend/' faid Demetrius^ advan.- 
cing towards hrm, " too long have I obeyed 
*^ the dilates of prudence j it is. time that 
*^ love fhould now re-aflume its rights* 
^ This morning, to my aflembled council^ 
** I propofe declaring my intention of dif- 
«« patching an embafly into Poland, to de- 
^^ mand in marriage the Princefs of Sen- 
" domir. I come to requeft your attend- 
" ance, c^nd that of nny Polifh friends, that 
«* I may at lefkft view fome ferene counte- 
** aiances around me, ftiould thofe, of ray 
" boyards difplay fullennefs or difcontent 
" at the declaration o£ my will.** ; 

" You then apprehend,'* demanded thf 
Count, " the oppofition of your fubjefls ^*' 

•' I apprehend/' replied Demetrius, while 
a frown darka^ed bis brow,: " oppofition 
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*' from my fubje£ls, in all that is juft, or 
'* wife, or noble. Involved in the delu- 
" fions of error, they yet behold, with 
" alarm, the hand their fovereign would 
^Veg^nd, • to draw afide the veil which 
" '"fonceals truth from their view." 

" It may, however,'* faid the Count, " be 
** (irawn afide too haflily. The eye, which is 
** accuftomed to gloom, is dazzled, but not 
<^ enlightened by a fudden effufion of light." 

" True,," replied Demetrius, " and my 
** anxiety to obtain their unanimous appro- 
" bation of my prefent propofal is fo 
" powerful, that I will permit my fubjefl:^ 
** to fhroud themfelves,, awhile, amidft the 
** thickeft gloom of prejudice and fuper- 
** ftition, provided they do not infi(l upon 
" involving their fovereign in their own 
" beloved darknefs." 

Demetrius fpoke with an air of contempt 
and afperity, which alarmed the prudence 
of Count Wief^ovitfki. He had, of late, 
remarked, with much concern and appre- 
henfion, the encreafed impatience of the 

Czar's 
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Czar's feelings and manner. Quick, fiery ^ 
ardent, impatient of oppofition, yet open to 
entreaty; foon oflfended, a^ eafily appeafed ; 
impetuous in all his purfuits, rapid in all his 
movements; his adive fpirit pantirt|^Yo 
execute, what his eagle genius conceited j 
he felt irritated at the contrail prefented in 
the deliberate proceedings, the cautious^ 
enquiries, the doubting fpirit, of his Ruffian 
fubjefts. Pofleffing a clear underftanding,^ 
which enabled him to 'feparate truth from 
the adventitious circumftances by which it 
is fo frequently furrounded, he was fur- 
prifed and mortified at beholdmg his people,, 
the flaves to the grofleft fuperftition; regard- 
ing a crofs or a painting with a reverence 
due only to their Creator, and filently be- 
traying their horror or aftonifhment at his 
negleft of thefe obfervances, which to tbem 
conftituted religion itfelf. 

Count Wiefnovitfki had beheld this op- 
pofition of character between Demetrius 
and his fubjefts with deep regret; and he 
feared that his prefent deCgn> if carried into 

execu- 
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execution, would ftill further alienate their 
affeftions. He faw, however, in the kind- 
ling eye and glowing cheek of the Czar, 
that on this fubjed he would not, even from 
him, brook either advice or oppofition ; 
he determined, therefore, to comply with 
his requeft, and attend him to the council 
chamber. When they entered it, tfiey 
found the Ruffians already aflembled, and 
waiting, with the countenances of grave de- 
liberation, the prefence of their Czar. 

Demetrius prefaced the declaration he 
was pr^ared to make, by explaining the 
advantages which would refult from his 
^ union with a fordgn princefs, rather than 
by adhering to the cuftoms of his anceftors, 
in efpoufing one of his own fubjefts. He 
then briefly toudied upon the ^igagement 
he had entered into, when in Poland, with 
the Princefs of Sendomir, and, in a calm 
and decided tone, declared his intention of 
difpatching an emlwifly to claim the fulfil* 
ment of her promife, arid to cDndufl: her into 
Ruilia. He paufed — but a fuUenfilence per* 
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vaded the affembly. Demetrius, irritated 
at this tacit difapprobation, which to his im- 
patient fpirit was more difpleafing. than open 
remonftrance, glancing his eye around the 
noblesj demanded their opinions. 

'' If we are affembled here, a& Yoiir 
" Majefty^s fpeech imports," replied the 
patriarch, " nqterely to aflent to the propofal 
** you have made, o^r opinion can be of 
^' little avail : but fince, however^ you re- 
** quire them from us, I will venture to 
" incur your difpleafure, by obeying your 
'^ commands, and decjaii^e that, by diflfent-' 
" ing from Ae long^^ftabliflied cuftoms of 
" your anceftprs, you difapppint the ex* 
" peftations of your fubjeds, who had an- 
" ticipated a far diflf(M*ent alliance^" 

" What alliance 2'* haughtily demanded 
Demetrius. "The. Princefe Irene 1 the 
" Princefs Irene 1** was naurmured through 
the apartment. The attitude and expreffioa 
of the Czar t5ietrayed the utmofl aftoniih* 
ment. " The Princefs Irene I*' he ex- 
claimed, and would have added, " the 

" daughter 
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** daughter of a tyrant — the defcendknt of 
'* a murrfererr* but the recoUedion of 
her fweet and playful charms, her innocent 
and bewitching manner, darted acrofs his 
mind, and checked the expreffion of his 
furprife. The hefitation of his manner in* 
duced the nobles to believe he might com- 
ply with their wifhes, and feveral of the 
boyards now openly expreffed what they 
had long fecretly defired. 

The firmnefs of the Czar's manner, ho:w- 
ever^ foon diiSpated this tranfitory hope* 
They were afTembled, he faid, for com- 
pliance, aiid not for deliberation ; in follow- 
ing the diiQates of inclination and honour, 
he alfo provided for^die interefts of his 
fubjedis; and their indifference to his hap^ 
pinefs, fbould not render him infenOble to 
their welfare. Without attending to the 
various obje£Kons which were now addr^ffed 
to him, he abruptly diffolvedVthe council, 
and redring to : his palace, fecluded him- 
felf, even from the prefence of Count Wief- 
noviliki, to Retrace, with feelings of ie^p 

mor- 
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mordtication, the diiappointments which 
had attended him fince his acceffion to the 
throne of Ruffia. 

In omr progrds towards the attainment of 
a defired objefl:, though our hc^es may fre- 
quently be depreffed, our exertions for a 
time difcouraged, by niunerous and unes> 
peded obftaclesj dill the final goal of thefe 
hopes is ever prefmt to the nsbental view ; 
ftill the profped of future bUfs, fecures from 
the duration of prefei^ defpondence ; but 
when this goal is finally attained, and inflead 
of the fairy fabric which fhos^ in the cfif- 
tance, a tangled thicket prefenis itfelf to our 
view J when thorns alone app^r, where 
rofes feemed to* bloom — when tempefts 
threaten, where the fnulingfty.promifed an 
eternal fpring — then it is Aat the foul 
fickens in ail the bitternefs of difeppoint- 
ment, abandons itfelf to all the fepinings of 
difcontent. 

Demetrius, in anticijating the moment 
when he fhould reign undifputed foy^agn 
over the empire of hia^tnceftor^ ^m^mmed 

not 
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not tliat in his fubjeds he ihoulci encounter 
the oppofition of prejudice, or the murmurs 
of 'difapprobation, inftead of the eagerneis 
of coalitioQ, or the acquiefcence of gratitude* 
Hie genius of the Ruffian people feemed no 
kmger the lame as when he had beheld 
them amidft the hour of tumuk and of dan- 
ger, pauent of privatioii, dSplaying qualities 
the moft heroic, facrifidng their peac^ 
ri&iag their irres in the caufe of their fove* 
reign» Was this the nati<xi, idio now 
appeared a race of bigols, devoted to idle 
ceremonies, and re^pording their infringes 
ment as the height of &cniege ? The meta<« 
morphofis was mdeed a flrftang, but not an 
unaccountable one. 

&i fcenes of terror, in periods of revolu^ 
ikmy the great 2ead powerful faculties of 
wan are roofed. At dieUaft of die trum- 
pet, the heroes of the human rac^ (tbo& 
fouls of fire, and hearts of daring,) dart forth 
into a£tion»^ Their /uperiority is felt, and 
is obeyed ; the multitude catch their en« 
thufiafin; imimagined faculties are' diC 

played j 
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played ; unwonted energies exerted; habits 
are forgotten j fuperftition for a whik re- 
pofes. But let thefe external excitements 
to exertion ceafej and we behold mankind 
linking again into their former uninterefting 
calm, returning to their paft purfuits of 
pleafure, or routine of employment. The 
fpirit of fuperftition^igain afferts her rights j 
again the force of habit re^affumes her em- 
pire : that very genius, which was i^lied oli 
forfupport, or'^plied to for guidance, is 
now regarded as ufelefe, or condemned as 
dangerous : its afcendancy is no longer felt, 
therefore its exiftence is difpuCed; its pro- 
tection is no longer tequured, therefore its 
neceffity is denied/ In fine, amidft the hour 
of tumult, the moment of danger, the inter- 
val of dread — genius takes the lead ; during 
the feafon of fecurityand peate ' — mediocrity 
triumphs. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

** Yes ! crowds will ftill believe, and priefts will teach 
** As wand'ring fancy, and ns intefeft lead, 
^ ** Who would be great but t6 be happy too ^ 
^ And yet fuch ideots are we to exchange 
^ Our p^ce and piesfiire for the uifle glorp*' 

7^tf Hoyal Convert, 

T^EMETRIUS, diflatisfied mh others, 
and iH at eafe with himfelf, towards the 
dofe of day mounted his courier, and, 
accompanied by a few attendants, rode ra- 
pidly through the ftreets of Mofcow towards 
the palace of the Czarina. The Ruffians, 
who, according to cuftom, were aflembled 
before their habitations, engaged . in con- 
verfation, or cahnly puriiring then* grave 
and national game, gazed after him, as he 
pafled with a velodty which almoft defied 
the purfuit of vifion. 

** Oh, it was not thus," faid an aged 
Ruffian, addreifing the group befide him, 
** it was not thus in the days of the Czar 
** Ivan J be never appeared,4mlefe attended 

" by 
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<< by a grand and numerous retinue, and 
«* parading flowly through the ftreets, to 
*' receive the blefiings of his fubjefts, as 
*' they were permitted to approach and to 
" behold hun/' 

" True/* replied another citizen, " nor 
** even during the reign of the late Czar 
*' were the venerable cuftoms of our an- 
*^ ceflorsxi^lefted^the&crilegiouscatiiotit^ 
*' permitted by their pr^S^j^e to profene 
^^ our holy temples^ nor did the Czar him- 
*' felf refufe to bow before the hallowed 
^^ crofst and negleA the anci^t habits of 
^^ the fbv^gns^ to aflame that of the 
« Poks.'' 

" Whit are trifles fiich as thefe," ex* 
qlaiined a foldier, v/ho had liftened w!t)i w^ 
dignation to the preceding fpeeches, " what 
^' are trifles fuch as tbe&, to thofe who 
^' have feen the Czar as / have feen him in 
^^ the howc of battle, rufting with the moft 
^^ feark& intrepidity, amidft the thickeft 
^< fqua^ons of the eneiny» and fcattering 
^V terror ndcoi^fion through their ro^s ; 
4 " yet 
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" yet cool and colleded, forgetting not, in 
** the courage of the foldier, the duties of 
** the commander : then, when the vidory 
^ was gained, when the day was our own, 
" humane, merciful, and gentle, flaying 
" the arm of death, arrefting the progrefe 
** of deftruftion. Oh, he i^ indeed a hero ! 
** he is indeed the fon of Ivan VaiHlie« 
«* vitch!*' This fpeech, made with the 
accent and energy of truth, produced a 
temporary change of feeling in the minds of 
its auditors, who now fpoke of their Czar's 
noble mien, firm manner, arid blooming 
countenance, the love he bore, and the 
rcfpeO: he paid to the Czarina Feodorofha;, 
and the clemency he had difplayed towards 
the partifans of the Czar Boris. 

Demetrius, meantime, unconfcious either 
of cenfure or applaufe, reached the Czarina's 
palace, and purfued his way, as ufual, to 
the apartment ftie commonly occupied. On 
entering it, he ftarted with amazement, 
not unmixed with difpleafure, at the fcene 
he beheld • 

VOL. II. £ The 
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The Czarina, pale and trembling, was 
(Seated on a couch ; near her ftood thePa* 
triarch, in the habit of his order, who, with 
a grave and impofing afpe£t, appeared to 
be requefting, her attention to fome docu- 
ments he was prefe^ting to her ex^amiaa- 
ticm* At a (hort diftance was the fair Irene, 
whofe eye was fixed on the Czarina's coun* 
temuice, in eager expedation of the fpeech^ 
ihe was preparing to addrefs to thePatriarch. 
At this moment the Czarina raifed her 
^es,. and enc^ountered the aftonifhed gaze 
of her fon, who had entered the apartment 
without J)eing perceired by the affembkd 
gropp, and had rem^uned a filent fpedlator 
af thdr proceedings. The exclamadon 
which burft from the lips of the C:?a- 
rina, and the fixed gaze of her eye, in- 
duced the Patriarch and Irene to turn to the 
fpot whither it was direSed. The glances 
they inftantly exchanged of furprife and 
alarm, were not unnoticed by Demetrii^, 
who, , now perceiving himfelf difcovered, 
advanced with a <:alm and dignified afped 

towi^ds 
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towards them. The Princefe Irene imme- 
diately retreated towards a diftant fpot^ia 
the apartment : the Patriarch endeavoured 
to conceal his confufion, by alTumin^ an: 
air of gravity and deliberation ; while thfe 
Czarina, feeling reaffured by the prefeiice" 
of her fon, caftxipon him a glance of wel- 
come and affedipn. A paufe of fome 
length enfued. Demetrius was the firflrtd 
interrupt the painful filence. ** My Lord'/* 
faid hfe, addreffing the Patriarch, with 
an air of fte;m and keen enquiry, ** what is 
** the nature of thefe tranfafHons vtfhkh are 
** thus carrying on without my fanftion, or 
" my knowledge? What means the alarm, 
". which my prefence has excited, ' and 
** whence this unexpefted vifit from the 
" Princeis Irene to the Czarina Feodo- 
** rofoa V' His calm afped, his penettating 
eye, fixed with unrelenting gaze upon tfa^ 
countenance of the Patriarch, ^ncreafed his 
oonfufion. At length, after fome hefitation, 
he replied, " Your Majefty nrnft have per- 
^ ceived the zeal which, fiqce your acce^m 
B 2 **^ to 
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** to the throne, has invariably influenced 
<< my condud. In the morning council, 
*• the difapprobation with which your pur- 
^^ pofed alliance with a Poliih princefs was 
*• received, excited my apprehenfion, and 
*• induced by regard for your honour and 

•* fecurity, I was defirous" 

*' To excite the fears of maternal ten- 
** tendernefs/* interruptedDemetrius,"and, 
•* through the influence of a beloved and 
** refpeded parent, regulate the condufl of 
** her fon. My Lord, /you do not compre^ 
*• henji the charader of him who now 
** addreffes you, if you imagine he is 
** ever weakly turned afide by vain alarms 
** or futile objedions from purfuing a 
*' conduft which honour dilates, and 
" which reafon fanftions. For you. Lady,** 
continued he, advancing towards Irene, 
who at his approach ventured to raife her 
eyes towards him, " for you. Lady, whc^ 
*" prefence here betrays at once your cha« 
«* rafter, and your views> entertain not a 
♦* moment^s hope of beholding me the 

*• viOim 
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•• viftim of your ambitious expedationSr 
" Beauty^ fuch as yours, might once, in- 
" deed, have held my h^rt in thrall ; aU 
" though my reafon and my feelings 
" had equally oppofed the bofom's bon* 
<< dage ; but now,'' and a fmile of triumph 
played on his lips, '^ the remembrance of 
•• an angel ha^ preferved me from the 
*' fpells of a fyren. Touhzs^ no more to 
** hope, nor 7 to fear." 

The eye of Irene, during this fpeech, 
had gradually funk beneath that of the 
Czar's ; and now overwhelmed with confu« 
fion, yet glowing with refentment^ flic 
haftily advanced to the dodr of the apart^ 
ment: the Patriarch followed her, and, 
addreifing fome expreilions to Demetrius, 
declarative of regret for the fcene which 
had pafled, yet of loyalty and attachment 
to the Czar, he alfo retired from the 
apartment. 

Demetrius approached the Czarina; and 

endeavoured to fubdue the alarm which the 

reprefentatbn&of the Patriarch had excked* 

E 3 He 
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He aflured ber, that this objedi(ms alkdged 
by the Ruffians againft his unipn mth a 
forei^ princef^, wa?e thofe <rf prejudice, 
gad not of reafon i and that when once 
induced to perceive the advantages which 
would refult from an alKance with a power- 
ful aation, they would feel as aujdous 
for his union with his beloved Marina, as 
they were now averfe to it. The Czarina 
endeavoured to believe the aflertions of 
Pemetrius, but her pak cheek and per- 
turbed manner convinced hioi flie ftill fuf« 
£ered from her recent a^tadon. Demetrius, 
remarking this with regret and apprehen* 
fi<Mi, entreated her to retire to reft and en- 
deavour to compofe her agitated fpirit^ 
and fubdue her unneceflary alarms. 

From this period, the decifion and deter* 
miaatioa difplayed in the condud of peme- 
trius, commanded the acquiefcence, though 
it could not induce the approbation of his 
fubjefts. The preparations for the embaffy 
iptre at length completed ; and Count Wief- 
XK>vitfki, many FoHfli nobles, and a few 

of 
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of the Ruffian Boy ards, attended by a nume- 
rous and fplendid train, departed from Mof- 
cow, for the firft time, to demand for ji 
Czar of Ruffia the hand of a Pnncefs of, 
Poland. 

Demetrius havbg requefted Count Wiet 
novitikl not to betray to Marina the rehic* 
tance vnth, which his fubjeSs had acquierce4 
in his wiihes, himfelf addrefTed her in terms 
of the moft glowing and rapturous expeda* 
tion* He bade her, indeed, prepare to view 
a land lefs lovely, and a, race lefs polifhed, 
than thofe ihe had been hitherto accuf- 
tomed to behold. ^* But what influence,** 
condnued he, ^^ will external circumftances 
** have over a happinels which each will 
** receive aVone from the other, which 
** would exift s^ entire in a cottage, as 
^ upon a throne, in a defart, as in a city ?•* 

Count Wiefnovitfld, before his departure 
renewed his entreaties to the Czar, that he 
would endeavour to reconcile himfelf to 
fbme of the cuftoms and prejudices of his 
fubjeds j or, at leaft, if he refufed to ac- 
X 4 cede ■ 
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cede to them himfelf, that he would ceafe 
the ineffedual and dangerous attempt of 
oppofing them in others. " My fubjeds/^ 
replied Demetrius, " fliall never find me 
** the tyrant of their aftioris; to neither. 
** fhall they ever behold me the flave of 
*^ then* caprices/' 

Count Wiefnovitiki percrived all ex- 
poftulation was vain; but hoped that the 
gentle influence of Marina might produce 
tbatj which his advice had hitherto Billed to 
effeft, — fome degree of refpefl; for thofe 
prejudices which, though abfurd and fri* 
volous in themfelves, were ennobled by the 
religious motive in which they originated. 

Demetrius, after the departure of Count 
Wiefnovitfki and his Polifh companions, 
found himfelf in the midft of this Imperial 
city without one friend or counfellor, except 
Prince ValTiIi^^hom he ftill regarded with 
efteem and refpeft. The Hetman Kofanka^ 
after having returned to Mofcow, fuccefsful 
from the warfare he had been engaged in, 
had requefted permillion to retire to his 

native 
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native territory, which, after beftowihg on 
him confiderable rewards and diftindtions, 
Demetrius reluftantly permitted.^ The 
Czar, who had been rendered fufpicious of 
thePatriarch, as well as of thePrincefs Irene, 
avoided all communication with the former, 
except when the exercife of his public func- 
tions made it abfolutely requifite; and 
wholly withdrew his fociety, though not 
his proteftion, from the family of Boris 
Godonof. This condud flill farther alie- 
nated the affedions of his fubjeds, whofe 
difpleafure W2& however difplayed rather 
ifjf coldnefs and fullpnnds, than complaints 
or/upplications. 

At this period the Turks made an incur- 

6on into the Ukraine, and ravaged that 

fertile and populous diftrid. The encreaf- 

tng frequency of thefe inroads, fuggefted to 

Demetrius the advantages which would re- 

fult from erecting fortifications ^on the 

boundaries of his empire; and ftrengthening 

the barriers, which nature had already 

placed, between Ruffia and Turkey. The 

£ 5 Czar 
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Czar had drawn out of Poland a number 
of mechanics and artifans^ and ftill coudnued 
to attract others, by the promifes of high 
rewards, from the furrounding nations. 
He now proceeded to employ thefe in the 
ere3:ion of fortifications in the environs of 
Mofcow, which were not merely intended 
fer the purpofe of defending the city, but 
were to ferre as models for thofe to be 
ere&ed on the confines of the Ukraine. 

Prince Vaffili entered into all the views 
of Demetrius with an enthufiafm, appa- 
rently equal to his own ; he readily compre- 
hended, and eagerly executed all his in. 
ftru&ions refpe£ting the completion of £he 
woiks, with that quicknefs of perception, 
and promptitude of performance, which 
are at once gratifying and fatisfa£tory. 

Demetrius, anxious to inflruft bis Ruf« 
fian foldiers in the various manoeuvres of 
attack and defence, exeroifed them in mock 
combats, and ever the moflt eager among 
the aflailants, or the moft determined among 
the defendants, hk example encouraged, 
10 while 
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while his approbation rewarded, their exer- 
tions. In thefe fcenes,- the afiability of 
Demetrius, the influence of his commsmd* 
ing, firm, and dignified countetiance, infbti* 
fibly created an attachment in the breafb of 
the foldiery. Here there was no oppofidon 
of feeling or prejudice ; all were agreed in 
opinion^ all were united in a6ion. Princt 
Vaffili beheld this change with fecret diflat^ 
fdL&ion. Aware of the horror which t^ 
Czar's negled offome of the moft facred 
and long-eflabli£hed cuftoms of hi^ anceftors 
had created in the mli^s of his fubjeds, he 
determined, by placing this negled in a 
ftriking point of view, to prevent the in- 
creafing popularity of Demetrius sonong 
tus army. 

Prince Vaffili was (Hie in whofe hesut the 
better feelings of his nature had ^ng been 
quelled, amidft the ftormy paffions of an^ 
bition, hatred, and revenge ; all Simulated 
him to attempt the deftrudidii of Deme- 
tirius, and he had never yet feared to «ecate^ 
wh^t he had dared to purpofe. He had 
B 6 ^ atten. 
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attentively ftudied, and npw perfeftly com- 
prehended the chara£ter of .the Czar. He 
had difcovered, with fatisfaftiony his lUtle 
acquaintance mth human«nature ; and re- 
joiced at beholding his frequent and on- 
availing attempts to eradicate thofe local 
and religious prejudices from the minds of 
his fubjeds, without which fociety would 
fcarcely retain an exiftence ; which' are as 
often the fources of the mod: heroic, as of 
the moft debating anions ; and on whofe 
diredion, rather than on whofe nature, de- 
{)ends whether thar eflfefts be pernicious or 
beneficial. Prince Vaflili felt likewife the 
infinite advantage which the unfufpicious 
nature of the Czar, gave him in hb attempts 
to render him unpleafing to his fubje^ ; 
and he availed himfelf, without compunc- 
tion, of the unguarded, yet generous, re* 
fiance placed ia him by his fovereign. 

The fortifications, which had been ere&ed 
n^r the city, were to be ftormed by Deme«- 
trius, and defended by Prince Vaffili. Pre- 
vious to the day appointed for this mock 

combat. 
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combat, the ^ Pi^ince fecretly cominan4ed 
the erefHon of a.crofs on an eminence 
fufficiently confpicuous, to attraft the atten- 
tion of the foldiers. When Demetrius \Vas 
cpnduding his party to the affauk, and en- 
couraging them with his voice and geftures 
to attack the defending troops, he was fur- 
prifed at beholding the Whole band in t^e 
attitude of devotion, bowing and crofEng 
themfelves with the utmoft folemnity. The 
unexpefted effed of this fcene excited the 
amufement, and called forth the raillery of 
Demetrius, His troops expreffefd their 
horror at the irreverent manner in which 
he addf efled them, and refufed to obey his 
commands of advaacing to the aHault. The 
Czar, extremely irritated, threatened to 
chaftife them, if they perfifted in their re- 
fufaJ J and, after a time, they reluSantly com- 
menced the attack j but their former energy 
had vanifliedj and. Demetrius found him- 
fi^f conducing a fet of. machines, whofe 
actions it was indeed in his power to dired, 

bur 



d by Google 



( 86 ) 

but whofe minds he was not enabled to in* 
fluence or infpire. 

The Czar's (acrilegious difregard of the 
crofs was foon circulated throughout all 
ranks, and excited univerfal alarm and re- 
prehenfion* The return of the embafly 
from Poland, accompanied by the Princefs 
of Sendomir, now diverted the thoughts of 
the Ruffians, — but diverted them only to 
another fource of difcontent. 

Irritation, regret, difappomtment, every 
painful retrofped, or gloomy anticipation, 
were baniihed from the mind of Demetrius 
at the certainty of Marina's approach. His 
extreme anxiety to behold and welcome her 
induced him to advance towards the frontiers, 
in order to conduft her himfelf to Mofcow. 
Mounted on his fiery and favourite fleed, 
whofe fpirit feemed, like his matter's, too 
etherial for a being of earth, he departed 
from Mofcow, and advanced towards the 
town of Alexin, through which the embafly 
was to pafs. On his entrance, the numerous 
and fplendid crowd which thronged the 

flreets. 
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ih-eets, the found of bells, andthe trampling 
of fteeds, proclaimed it already arrived. 
Demetrius, galloping through the ftreets, 
advanced to the palace where the embafly 
was accommodated, haftily difmounted, and 
commanded to be conduced to the apart- 
ment occupied by the Princefs of Sendomir. 
He entered it, and beheld Marina; he 
ruihed forward, and flung hirafelf at her 
feet. She arofe from the couch on which 
fhe was feated, and refting for fupport in his 
extended arms, endeavoured to conceal the 
excefs of her agitation, which yet her trem- 
blbg frame, her faultering voice betrayed. 
** My Marina! we are then met, and 
** met to part no more !" exclaimed Deme- 
trius, " Oh I how does thb moment of blifs 
** repay me for all my doubts, my difap- 
^* pointments! — 

/* For all your dangers and your fuffer- 
** ing?" demanded Marina, with a glance 
which (hewed hrai how deeply fhe had felt 
the firft, and participated in the laft. The 
feelings of Demetrius, during the enfumg 

interview, 
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interview, were full of hope and exultation j 
thofe of Manna were more fubdued, but 
more tender j Jhe recalled his paft fuflFerings; 
he dwelt on his future happioefs ; his bofom 
throbbed with love and rapture ; her^s with 
love indeed, but love — ^foftened by undefin- 
able emotions of timidity and appreheniSon. 
Even the alteration which had taken place 
in the perfon of Demetrius, fince flie laft 
beheld him, excited a flight fenfation of awe, 
find of reftraint. His former brilliant bloom 
was exchanged for the warrior's fun-burnt 
hue J his ftature, though not impaired in 
grace, was more lofty, more commanding ; 
and the conflids of mind, the ftruggles of 
feelings he had endured, had imprelfed fome 
deeper traces of thought upon his brow* 
A fingle glance made Marina fenflble of 
this change ; but foon his well-remembered 
fpiile, his pleafure beaming eye^ his foft 
impreffive accents, fliewed him again the 
Demetrius of former days. The Czar be- 
held little alteration in the perfon of Marina j 
but her air and manner were more timid 

and 
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and lefs unconftrained than formerly, De- 
metrius fought to diffipate the feelings which 
had given birth to this change, by relating 
feme of the various events which had 
occurred fince their feparation ; and the 
perception of external circumftance and 
prefent time was^ alike forgotten, in the de- 
lightful intercourfe which fucceeded, when 
the titles bf Czar of H^ffia, and Princefs of 
Sendomir, were no longer remembered in 
the dearer and more heartfelt appellations 
of Demetrius and Marina. 
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CHAP. V. 

" Thisisfomt fellow \ 

** Who, having been praifcd for Wontnefi, doth affeft 

*< Aiaucy roughnefs ; ani conftrains the garV) 

" Quite from his nature: he cannot flatter, he!— - 

** An honelt mmd and plain,— he muft fpeak truth i 

" An they will take it, fo : if not^ he's plain." 

jLt/ig Liar, 

JA LL nature feemed to harmonize with 
the feelings of Demetrius and Marins^ 
as they purfued their journey from Alexin 
to the Imperial city. When they reached 
the extenfive plidn which the Czar had 
before crofied upon his firft entrance into 
Mofcow, his pleafurable emotions received 
a fudden check, from an apprehenfion that 
the reception his fubjeSs might now give 
him, would offer a painful contraft to that 
which they had then beftowed. He was 
humbled at the idea of attaching an import- 
ance to the united plaudits of thofe whom, 
individually, he defpifed or difregarded ; 

yet 
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yet he felt that to behold his beloved Marina 
received with apathy, or regarded with dif- 
approbation by his fubjefts, would, not- 
withftanding his convifHon of the futility, 
either of their applaufe or cenfure, prove 
inexpreffibly painful to His feelings j and he 
anxioufly hoped, though !he fecretly doubted, 
that her reception might be fuch as woufd 
imprefs her with a favourable opinion of the 
people over whom (he was deftined to 
reign. 

A cuftom^ long eftabliihed both amoi^ft 
the Poles and Ruffians, prefcribed the in-* 
texval of a month between the public de- 
mand of a female in marristge, and the fo- 
lemmzatbn of her nuptials. As this period 
was not yet expired, Demetrius had pre- 
pared a temporary, though fplendid, habi- 
tation for the Princefs, in the environs of 
Mofcow. As the tram paffed through the 
fpacious fquares and ftreets of the city, the 
fears of Demetrius were indeed verified : 
no fliout of gratulation arofe ; no found of 
" Long life to Demetrius,** now re-echoed 

around. 
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around. The palaces of the nobility feaned 
pirrpofely deferted, while the dwellings of 
the inferior orders, here and there, exhibited 
a few citizens, whom curiofity, rather than 
refped, had attracted. The eye of Deme- 
trius flafhed with indignation a3 it glanced 
over the fullen and filent fpeftators. When 
they reached the Imperial palace, the cry of 
*• Long live Demetrius !*' proceeded from 
the guards and attendants ftationed around 
the entrance ; and from thence to the ap» 
proach of the habitation deftined for the re- 
ception of the Princefs, the sur re-echoed 
with the exclamations of ** Long life ud the 
**. Czar of Ruffia ! — welcome to the Prin- 
** cefs of Sendomir !" — ^but thefe founds 
proceeded not from the Ruffian citizens, 
but the Polifti foldiers — thofe brave and 
faithful Poles, who had fliared in the dangers 
of Demetrius,, who had remained to witnefs 
his glory, and who now hailed, with un- 
feigned fatisfadion, the arrival of a Polifh 
Princefs, about to join her deftiny with him 
they fo dearly loved, arid highly honoured- 

As 
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As the Czar and Princefs defcended from 
the carriage, Demetrius, turning to the 
Poles, by whom it was furrounded, faid, in 
an elevated tone, his countenance glowing 
with varying and contending emotions, 

*' Thanks, generous and noble people ! 
** for the expreffion of regard you have 
•** teftified towards myfelf, and the animated 
*' reception you have beflowed on the 
*^ Princefs of Sendomir. It is doubly 
'* prized, as it is ftrongly contrafted with. 
** the cold and ungracious conduct of my 
" native fubjefts;" 

The imprudence and Angularity of this 
addrefs efcaped the notice of Marina. 
Wholly eugroffed by her own reflexions, 
fhe had> fince her entrance into the city, 
neither regarded the perturbed air and un- 
wonted filence of Demetrius, or the fallen 
Itillnefs of the people : their uncouth garbs 
and ftrange geftures created a painful emo- 
tion, by reminding her that flie was in a fo- 
reign land; but fhe recollefted that this 
land was that of Demetrius ; and the flgh 

of 
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of patriotifm was exchanged for the fmile 
of love. , When the exclamations of the 
Poles, however, attrafted her attention, 
when (he beheld the eagemefs with which 
they preffed' to greet and to b^old her, 
the full tide of aflfeftion for her native coun- 
try ipoured again upon her heart, and, with 
t^rful eyes and glowing cheeks, flie grace- 
fully exprelTed her thanks, as Demetrius 
conduced her towards her intended habi- 
tation. 

T^he Czar f^t convinced that the Ruf-' 
fian Boyards, although at prefent preju- 
diced againft this union with a foreign 
Princefs, would feel all oppofition of fenti- 
nient sind of opinion vanifh, when once ac- 
quainted with -the perianal charms and men- 
tal graces of Marina. Anxious, therefore, 
to introduce the Ruffian nobility, of both 
fexes, to his intended bride ; he datermined 
to celebrate her arrival by a fplendid £ttt 
given in her palace gardens, which were, of 
confiderable extent. They were, on this 
occafion, brilliantly illuminated by colouitd 

lamps^ 
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lamps, attached, in various and fantaftic 
forms, to the fpreading and graceful branches 
of the trees, with which they abounded* 
Thefe were reflefled in the waters of the 
Moica, which flowed through this quarter of 
the city. The whole fcene was brilliant 
and ammated : the long robes of the Ruf« 
fians, fparkling with gold and jewels ; the 
equally magnificent, and more graceful 
mantle of the Poles, flafhing amidft the 
foliage, receiving, and at the fame tim6 
refleding, the luftre of the lamps ; the full 
harmonious concert, which proceeded from 
a band concealed amidft the groves ; the 
foft and balmy influence of the evening 
breezes; all feemed calculated to infpire 
mirth and harmony, to banifh care and dif- 
cord from the .heart. But man gives to, 
not receives the colour of his mind from» 
external objects. The appearance^ both of 
the Caar and Princefs, in the Polifli cof- 
tume — the prefence of the nobility of this 
favoured nation — the occafion of the fete 
itfelf^ confpired to fpread the gloom of dif- 

content 
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content over the countenances of the Rjif- 
fians ; although the Princefs, when they 
were prefented to her, received them with 
even more than her accuftomed grace and 
courtefy ; and Demetrius mingled in the 
converfation with that fpirit and vivacity 
which had formerly diffufed animation and 
Jjleafure throughout the more poliftied 
circles of Cracow. 

No intercourfe, perhaps^ is fo difficult to 
maintain, or produftive of fo much recipro- 
cal uneafmefs, as that between a cultivated 
and an uncultivated underftanding. In the 
difcuffion of local fubjefts, the diftinftion 
betweeii them is not fo vifible; but when 
forced from the protefting topics of charac- 
ter and events; mind encounters min^ in the 
open field 'of fentiment and opinion ; then 
it IS that the fuperiority of natural tdlent or 
acquired knowledge is mutually ana pain- - 
fully perceived. Demetrius and Marina ' 
foon became fenfible of this^ wheii conver- 
fing with the Ruffian Boyards.; the vacant 
eye or aftoniflied gaze, with which they 

noticed . 
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noticed a Ifterary allufiont a fla(k x>{ ^ 
imagmadoa, an obfenration of the tedXot^ 
exdted aa emotioa of contempt Uuhe breaft 
of the Czar, and in that of tl^ Princefs, a 
Aimgled fentiment.of wonder and regret* 
They were^either aware that the Ruffians 
induced a ipeculku: fpecies of gratifkatiom 
in thus ^fplaying their ignorance. Su^ 
perior attainm^its or fupeiior ;^ilities are 
plten regarded with a ftrange mixture cf 
real envy and afie&ed contempt. Ignbranee^ 
wh«i aware that it cannot efcape detedbn, 
proclaims it&lf with an air of defiance rather 
than of humility, and endeavours to in- 
iinuate the inutility of that -knowledge, 
whofe very exiflei^e is a tacit reproach on 
Its own. Thus the Ruffians, equally deteft- 
ong the innovations Demetrius had made k 
their cufton^s, and the refinements he had 
^[ttroduced into his court,availedtbemfelve6 
of every oj^ortunity to exprefs thefe ienti« 
onents., Prince Vaflili, who was prefent at 
this fcene, endeavoured to introduce a topiq, 
:which he was aware was particularly cal- 
Toi^ai. jp <nibited 



d by Google 



t 9« ) 

etlktisfl lb call forth thte dffitnflariiy <^ 
^plrildft. This was the late i&t uf fioHr of the 
twtks into th^ Ukmkie, the poffible c&a- 
•^ueH cS iii^ eA^ire, and <:^mfe^ue&t an^ 
nexion to that of Rb(Sa. 

Th^ idtt d( tekv&tig dte^e bibm the 
^dotfiittion of bsa1>ttmte l^d^ £nc6 his'acc^ 
fi«ft to the thwiife, been tSe fitvourite projeft 
of Demetritas ; attd he' rejoiced at hearing a 
fiAeftie which he had fo often fecreil/ medi- 
ttted now publickly ftiggefted, 

•* Yes i** he exclaimed, with his natuntl 
^nthufiaftti, ** we wiH vifit this proud and 
** pd^ent nation j we wiH depHVe het 6f 
" her woits of art, the trejdTut^s of fatleii 
** Greece ; we will tranfp6rt them td 
** Rttffia; my people will foon ke as re- 
** iK^whed for talents as for valour; my 
^ court will foon become the afyhim of 
^ the arts, and the temple of the mufes.^ 

« Greece/' rejokied Count WiefhovkflkS, 
who was not aware that his affertion was 
likely to excite iotdignation or provoke op- 
pofitioh, ** has arer befen ieriSie m genius: . 

"'^nting. 
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^ pGuB^9 ^feu)pture, ar<:liite3xfrd, at (mte 
^ fimple and graad, filerttore and peettry, 
^ all have iflouriflied m Oreece. Thfek 
^^ indeed a oonqneft tHbidh would Siedi 
^luftrt over your reign/' 

The aftcieAt ^Oeneril ©ergorof, ^o haft 
^arly e^^^ed the cairfe of Demetrhxs, snS 
wh<yfe <!our»ge aafid aiHitary tdetits livisixi 
x^aly eq^ialkd by hk ignorance and Wgotty,* 
^ving attended miii ftrilen contempt 'td 
ijentimatts fe uacon^^^iiel with his own, 
aowfaad: 

«" And what baiieficiid effeOtn is #i& 
^ gc^ns, fo nnrch toteted and tMldur^^ 
^ caspable of |M-odncing f* 

** Wfeat'effea i^ it capable of producing, 
^ my Lord?** faid Demetifes, " it foftens 
<* the-charafter of man; it exalts that of 
^ woman ; it gives a grace to virtue, and 
•*• a €?harm to wifdom ; it aids the ardour of 
^ the combatant ; but checks the fword of 
^* ihe conqueror.^' — ^Demetrius luddenly 
paafed ; for he recollefted the^chara^ler of 
him whom he was addrdfi^g, and the want 
^2 of 
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of -fynq>athy which, in the concludmgleti*' 
dment, had always exifted between them.-^. 
The Marfhall remarking his hefitation, but 
not aware of its caufe, replied, 

<* That it foftens the chara&er of man, 
^ andjezsdtslhat of woman, I can readily 
^ l>elieve } for it teaches one/dx to ihrink 
** .from their duties, the other to defjufe 
*^ them; to negleft the diftafl^ or throwaway 
^^ the fword. It may {>erhaps befit the idle 
*^ and luxuriant Jiatives of more fouthem 
^* climes to dream away their lives in ufe- - 
^ lefs purfuits and vifionary raptures; but 
^^ it would equally unfit our hardy warriors 
^* for their noble emiploy, or our women 
*^ for their moral and dom^c duties.'* 

The Princefs had attended jo the pre^ 
ceding converfation, and the flight feeling 
of timidity and embarraflment, which had 
hidier-to i-endered her more filent than ufual, 
Taniflied before theiuiprize and indignation 
fuch a fpeech was calculated to produce. 

*^ Would heaven,'* Ihe feid, ** have 
^ l)eftawed a foul panting after inieUe£tual 

^^and 
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^ and moral improvement, and then com^ 
^ mand the laft alone to be afpired toydie 
** former neglefted i Reafon enjoins the 
" cultivation of both j the exercife of tW 
^ underflanding exalts and purifies the" 
^ affedions > the cultivatbn of the mora} 
*^ feelings foftens the ftronger qualides of 
^^ the intelled. What matters then the 
** rank, or fex, ov nation ! All are alike 
•* fforks from heaven;, all are alike defUned 
^ for immortality. But you know not that 
" genius you would reftram ; it is the inv* 
^ petuous torrent that overwhelms each 
*• obftacle in its progrefs ; it is the rapid 
^ conflagration' that confumes whatever 
^' dares oppofc itscourfe ;— for that univerfal 
** and impulfivedefire after happinefs, which 
** alike infpires the actions of the warrior as 
** the woman, the tyrant as the ijave, the 
^ learned as the ignorant, by exciting genius 
** to the exercife of its powers, is at once its 
^ (Irongeftftimulus and its deareft reward.** 
She ceafed,— ^utno voice interrupted the 
l^i^' which fucceeded : all gazed in filence 
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^A lier beautiful figure^ wMe& turned' 
iftfpired by the gemus Jheihad bqen ddcrib- 
ing: her dBixk. ti^fies floating over her 
Abuld^B, her half open lips, her glowing 
cheeks, heir eye^ radiant ^b the fires of 
enthufiafm, hei» graceful form Isrhieh feemed 
prepared to fpiiog from earth, all confpired 
to give her the air of a creature of the 
naagination, rather than a being of reality. 
The nobles gazed on fier with furprife 
and sMhniraiien> inclined to pardon the 
cii^iiiikftic fentiments fhe had uttered, for 
Afe fake of tite lips which expreffed thenu^ 
The hdies' viewed her with curioiky and 
S^oni&mem^^ anxious to dilbover by what 
nagic fte eould thu» eaereafe the hiftre of 
ker chsuRmsy smd to remark and imitate the 
keaiHy of her airandaftion : but Demetrius 
adta)Qe fek the Ibree of the fentiments fhe 
hod nttftred ^ they touched his heart ; they 
Hred hift foul ; &ey kindled his imagiRation ; 
for m him akaste they met with kindred en-^ 
^HifiafiKW 

'Ehe: 
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The MaiAall Sergorof^ atpparent]^ cool 
itnd callous, but in reality irrkated at the 
fenfatbn Marina's ^eech had produced^ 
bluntly obferved, 

** Your ffighniefs muft not expeft me ta 
^ anfwer, a fpeech I do not underftand ; for 
^^ in truth, fuch fentiments appear to me 
^ more like the language of romance thaa 
«* of reafon/* 

** Jll-mannered Lord !*'' exclaimed Dfemie*^ 
Irius, his eye kindling with indignatiixi, 
** Is it thus you prefume to addrefs ?— ** 

*^ I entreat your forbearance," mteit- 
rupted the FrinceTs, laying her hand on his< 
arm to detain himv as he proudly ftepped^ 
forward to Sergorof.— He inftantly paufed^ 
and continued gazing on her as (he pro^ 
ceeded : •* I have juftly incurred the charge . 
<* which the Marfhril alledges agakift me| 
** the language of enthufiafm always ap- 
** pears like tliat of romance to thofe hot 
** infjpired with kindred ardour. I have no^ 
^^ right therefore to feel difpleafure at his 
^^ qpinion, although a fentiment of courtefy; 
R 4, ^\ might 
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^ m^t perhaps have fbftened its expref- 

*• An old warrior," feid Sergorcrf,. "b 
" ili-verfed in the Linguag^e vhich becomes 
^* a modem court.. Your Highnefs mufl: 
^^ pardon my bluntnefs, in confideration of 
** my fincerity^'. 

He quitted them, as. he concluded this 
fentence; and Marina, remarking the ftiU 
QQ^tra€led brow and ftem glance of De* 
ipetrius, implored him to command his 
feelings and fubdue his. r^fentment. Count 
Wiefnovit£ki joined in- thi3 requeft. ** A 
•* mind/f faid he,; ** that is warped by pre- 
** judice is as. much in a delufion as a man 
*^ who fees obje&s through a mift, without^ 
^ being fenfible o£ it. Till convinced of his^ 
" error, all reafoningis vain, and /tf.-con-^ 
** vince, no reafoning proves effeduaL It 
** is a fpecies of partial derangement, ta 
^ which we are all in fom^ degree Kable,. 
" and ihould be regarded with compaflipn, 
«« rather, than rirfentmeni;.*' 

I>emetnusv. 
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Demetrius^ though he complied witfivthe 
wtflies of the Prince^, and the advice of 
his friend, in not refenting the MarOiairs 
addrefs, could not eafily reprefs the feel* 
ings it had excited; and'^a cloud hung on^ 
bis brow during the remainder' ef the 
evening. In vsun the Princefs, mih un- 
rivalled fweetnefs,. endeavoured to foothe 
the froward humour of the nobles : in vain 
Count Wiefnovitiki^ with his gay and 
(portive raillery, fought to reconcile the 
Ruffians to his counti^men^.. ^1 was 
gloomy, cheerlefs^, and unibciaL At an 
early hour, the Ruffians^ retired to their 
refpedive habitations;- and Demetrius,, 
fcarcely daring to caft a glance at the coun- 
tenance of the Princefs, bade her farewell j 
and, accompanied by Count Wiefnovitiki,, 
retired to his palace. 



F.jb 
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CHAP. VR 

Dt uii3^ corte auR«ra 
CU'iiG, ^er me norelll, ancor di mente 
Inratto noB ml haaifo apyioii qiieldofe« ftmo 
< ' Amor. deLfuol natift che in noi piii tanC<^ 

So le tue pene, e duotmene. JTJhri,^ 

'' r ttiufe my motbsr 
• • Does not^prove me furthers 

•* Would you have me 
^- F^lfe to my nature ? rather fay, I plaf 
<* The man I am. Coriolmtn,^, 

^EMETRIUS, reftlefe and peitorbed, 
poffeffing a fecret confcioufnefe which>^ 
he ittiwilUngly admitted even vo himfelf,^ 
that his own €on4ud had tended to alienate t 
the affeftion of his fubjefts } and^ irritated. 
at the valiie he fek^ compelled to attach to- 
this affeftion^ at an early houi:^ quitted hia 
couch, and repaired to thofe gardens which ^ 
had on the preceding night exhibited a^fcene^ 
— of fplendour indeed, but not of gaiety.. 
The trees were now divefted of their aV- 
tificial ornaments, and the breezes of morn ^ 
conveyed the fragrance of the flowers to his 

fenfes. 
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f^es. The Iteauty ^ the fceor, howerav 
psified unregarded; fi^r Marina, adimicing. 
froni among the trees, alone attrad^ his ; 
attention*^ He haftily approached her: his 
countenance was difturt>ed, and his manner 
abrupt: he appeared as if defirous of ad«* 
drefling her cm fome fubjeft of importance ;^: 
but, fuddenly paufing, made fome indifferent, 
remark> or fome unimportant demand. 

** Marina/' he abruptly faid, " if I am 
*^ not miftaken, this fcene, ia the fimple 
•* decorations of nature, pdffeffes greater 
" attractions for you> than when adprn^edli 
^ with all .the fplendour of art.'* 

" XJifKiouUedly," (he replied, <^art may, 
** mdeed, iniame the imagination j but, 
^^^ whether the objeft be animate or in- 
*^ am'mate, it is nature alone that touches ^ 
^ the beart.^* 

" True, moft true/* rejofned^ Demetrius^ 
^ but what then can be urged in favour 
** of a land and of a nation which poflefs . 
** neither the fimpHcity of nature, or the 
•< refinements of art ^ Ohj Marina l^ if my^ 
m 6, « Iptc 
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*^kX be caft amidA a race l^tl^^ hjr 
^^ what right is it that I :have invited yon^ t^ 
<' ihareitwidiiDeJ^'' 

This was the firftv moment that Deme** 
tms had betrayed to Marina die diflatis£io 
lion with, which he jhad beheld thecharafter ^ 
of his fubjeds, or the di&ppointment which 
had attraded even the fuUilmeBt of tus once 
fimguine hopes* She ga^ed with an emor 
ibn of deep regret upon the faddened- ex- 
preffion of his countenance, and replied. 
«ti{h a look and voice of the utmoft tender* 
nels. 

^ By what r|ght db you invite me to 
^^ fliare your deftiny? By a. right more 
^ iacred than any which attaches yourfelf^ 
*^ to it ; the r%ht of unchangeable regard^ . 
^^ of rec^pocal affe^n. Ah, Demetrius ! ! 
** whatever had been your deftiny, that 
*^ defUny would have been fhared with joy^ , 
*^ with ixiumph by Marina**.*^ 

The eye of Demetrius again beamed with 
delight, as he exprefled his grateful f&ik 
ol thi& f weet and dear avowaU . 

" Let 
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«* Let ut mdulj^ a hope,'^ rejpined the 
Frbcefs, '* that your example, and the 
^ gradual influence/ of a union \i4th the 
" Poles, will infenfibly foften the manners, 
'' and fubdue the prejudices of your f^ib- 
« jeds.. The^ noble (^afides of courage, 
** of magnanimity, of loyalty, you have 
** already pvoved them to poflefe ; the pro- 
^ grefs of . eiviiization will fubjcnn t^» re- 
^^ fiaements of taite, and the fympathies ofi 
** feeling: — the mountain's rough fides^ 
** will be invefted with verdure and flowers, 
" nor will its ftrength^ though concealed, 
** he impaired by the adornment/^ 

'^ Youf fweet and gtntle influence, my. 
** beloved/* rejoined. Demetrius^ *f may^ 
^ indeed, cffeft« what my^ imprudent en- 
5* deavours hajre. hitherto failed to produce^ 
^ Haften then the apiMX)acb of that mo« 
^ ment, when,, as the Czarina of Ruffia, 
" its people may. behold you with refpe&^ 
,**^jw.well>as admiradoA.''' 

•* You plead the caufe of your fabjefts 
« with fervour,*^ replied Marina, witfe.. a 

fmile 
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froileanda blaflii, but an " infrmgem^isr of 
^ their cuftoms would not^ methinks, be 
** likely to prove an exeitement of theiri 
" refpea/' 

Dfemttfius, however^ renewed hi« eip- 
treaties, but, finding Marina firm in her re- 
fufal, and fecretly cpnfcioiK of its propriety,^ 
at length defifted from ui^ing them, and 
propofed conduding her to the aliode of. 
the Czarina Feodorofna* Marina confented j: 
and the Czar and Princefs together diJparted 
from-Mi^ow. 

The Czarina bad at ftrft regarded ther 
Princefs of Sendomir with lefs cordiality^ 
than fee would have experienced towards- 
her, had fhe not been taught to apprehend,., 
from the infinuations of the Patriarch, that^ 
the eflabKfhment of a Polifli Princefe on the 
throne of Ruffia, would prove fatal to the 
popularity and interefts of Demetrius. The- 
fweetnefs of Marina's manner, the mingled 
refped and affedion diffJayed in h^r atten«v 
tions, ibon deftroyed this tranfi^t impref- 
fion, and the Czarina learned to^behc^ faer^ 
lo ^ arrivals 
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arrival with fatisfadion, and her dq>arture 
with re^et. 

Demetrius ^id> Marina, when they en- 
tered the Czarina's apartment, beheld her 
pale and agitated. She held in her hand a 
tetter, on which her gaze was fo intently^ 
fixed, that fhe perceived ndt the entrance* 
of the Czar and Frincefs, till the former 
advanced towarck her. 

♦« My deareft mother!'*' he exclaimed. 
^ what mean thefe tears, this agitation ? 

She raifed her eyes towards him^ and 
was pre^riag! ta- reply.; but behoWing- 
. Marina, fhe- fuddenly pa»£ed,. and fileatly 
prefenled to him the letter, gazaig 
an^oufly^ upon his countenance during his 
perufal of it.. His glance of curiofity and 
eagemtfs was foon converted, into one of in- 
dignation' and contempt. 

*^ Perifli the infamous fcroH !'/ he ex- 
elaimed^ rending the paper into a thoufsmd 
atoms^ ^^ perifb all that dius attempt to 
^ influence my condud, through the me- 
•^ dium of my nu>therV fiears !** 

Marina 
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Marina gazed alternately^ on the Cterina^ 
and Demetrius, with alarmed and enquiring 
glances. She perceived that fpme dread- 
ful mj&ery was concealed within that fatal 
letter;* and (he l6nged, yet feared, to be. 
made acquainted with its contents. 

** My mother^ ientreat^ Imipjore youc^ 
filence/' laid Demetrius, in extreme agita*. 
tion, perceiving that the Czarina was* on 
the point of addreiEng the Princefs. •* Yes, 
" Demetrius," faid the Czarina, with au- 
air; as if the effort were a painful one, 
" yes, I will comply with your wiflies^ 
**but it muft be, tny fon, only in ton- 
" fid^ation that you will attend to mine.^ 
** I entreat you, as you value the prefer- 
" vation of your throne, the peace of^youR 
" mother, to comply with the d^fircs o£ 
** your fubjefts.'^ 

^ Is it my mothei- who inakes fuch a re- 
•* queft?'* raid Demetrius, in a tone o^ 
reproach, *^ is it my mother, who urges 
** me to defert my own dignity, to dlfgrace^ 
** that of my anceftors, to prove myfel^ 

*♦ unworth)f^, 
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^ unworthy of that blood which flows^ iit 
•* my veins ?**' 

•* Is if to proveyourfelfunworthy," afted 
the Czarina^ ^ to facrifice your own inclina- 
•* tions to the welfare of your fubjefts ?'* 

" Not to their welfere, Mkdam,**^ re- 
joined Demetrius, in a tone of lefs ten- 
dfernefe tfiah he had^ ever yet addrefled to 
his^ mother,^ ** not to dieir welfare, — to 
^' their caprice, to their prejudice, muft 
** my happinefs, my honour be for ever 
'* entombed; But, no !**' he exclaimed, 
while indignation fl^fbed from his eye, 
^ fince my clemency has failed of fuccefs, 
•* my former ^condud been held' in con- 
*•" tempt, my fubjeds have now to learn 
** the real chara6ler of him they would 
** thus unworthily controul." 

The Czarina and* Princefs (ahhough the 
one was ignorant,, and the other too well 
itiformed' of its, caufe,) were mutually 
alarmed at the frightfor agitation which 
pervaded the whole frame of Demetrius. 
The Princefs, forgetfulof her own feelings^ 

fought 
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(bugbt alone to ibothe, and to reftore hm» 
to compofure. She entreated him not to 
proceed in any aft, without ccmfulting his 
friend Cqunt Wiefnovitiki, from whom he 
might at once receive both council and 
ailiflance: (be at length fucceeded in re- 
ftoring him to a greater appearance of 
tranquillityc He approached the ftill weep- 
ing Czarina. 

** My motfier,*' hr faid, ** forgive the. 
** vehemence with which I have expreffed^ 
•* myfelf ; but oa tbis fubjeft, even the 
•* wiflies of a parent muft prove ineffeSual : 
** in all elfe they (hall for ever be ob^ygd*, 
** Reft affured, that I will yet attempt to- 
" fubdue, before I^ openly op^fe, the pre-^ 
*• judices of my. fubjpfts* Farewell, my 
^* mother," faid he, taking her hand, and 
i:aifing it refpe£lfuUy to hi^ lips, " farewell ; 
*^ it is the firft time I have h^d occafion to 
*^ demand forgiveneft of my mother,, and 1 
" feel it v^ill not be 4enied;** . 

The G^arina, with a penfive {mile, affur^d 
him it >^ass accorded;, and Demetrius, 

aftes^' 
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after msdtmg her a promife that fte would 
return in the courfe of a few bours, pro- 
pofed reconduding the Frinc^to Mofcow. 
She confented, and, without expreffiog ihe 
anxiety (he felt to be made acquainted with a 
myftery he appeared fo anxious to conceal 
from her knowledge, embraced the Czarina, 
and quitted her in moumlul fitence. The 
fame fiknce was mutually preferved during 
ibeir return to Mofcow. A thoufand^vagiie 
apprebenfions fios^ed acroia the mind of 
Marina ; and wholly abforbed m her own 
reflexions, flie had almoft forgotten the 
preljence of Demetrius, and ftarted when 
lie addrefled her. 

** Marina!" he abruptly faid, ^ you this 
*' mcarning affured me, that whatever deftiny 
** had been mine, tdat deftiny would have 
*^ been ftared by yourfelf. Repeat that 
" fweet affurance, my beloved! I have 
" need of fome confolation to prepare 
" nm for the rugged fcenesl am about to 
** encounter*'* 

He 
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He uttered thefe words in a yotce fo (tf)^ 
fo dejeded, fa changed from the loud, in-i^ 
dignant tones which had efcaped him 
during the late interview, that Marina^ 
ftruck with the alteration, gazed on hiitv 
with mingled emotions of furprife and ten- 
demeft, and was preparing to repeat ther- 
affurance fhe had before given him, when a 
loud tumult, which a|^)eared to proceed : 
from the city,, attraded their attention. Ai^ 
immenfe and mingled multitude, rapidly 
advanced towards them, and foon com-^ 
pletely furroundlhg- the carrii^e, impeded" 
ks further progrefs^ At firft the exclama- 
tions they uttered were tumultuous, but 
mdiftind ; but foon the founds of, ** No 
** Catholic Czarina,, no foreign favourites l* 
*^ let the Princefs Irene be our fovereign!'** 
re-echoed around, while gleaming.ftbres and 
brandiflied (laves feemed to threaten them 
with inftant deflru£tion. 

The foul of Marina fickened at the re- 
iterated founds. This then was the fatal^ 
nayftery Demetrius^ had feared to reveal j. 

Ihe, 
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iBie ihea ^vas the caufe of danger to him*; 
•the objeflt of hatred to hisfubjeds! She 
ifunk back in the carriage ; while Deme- 
trius, rapidly defcending from it, advanced 
^into the midft of the multitude, \idth an 
intrepidity vhich created a mixture of. 
^onifhment and awe; fot fuch was the 
.terror of his eye ; fuch the commanding 
influence of his proud form, -which Teemed 
to rife in ftature, as he gazed with iilent, 
but fiery, indignation, on the multitude 
around, that, lowering their before elevated 
iabres, they (hrunk from his powerful and 
fcnidzing ^aze; and endeavoured to 
regain, by glancing at-the countenances of 
each other, that^Tefotutioa which their 
own hearts denied «them. 

It is not the dream of the imagination, or 
ithe invention of the poet, that wonderful 
influence, that proud diftinOion, which 
genius gives to man : It id a larger portion, 
4i brighter ray of the Divinity, infufed into 
dome human forms, breathing in the num« 
^rs of the jpoet, commanding in the voice 

of 
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of*the1«giflator, thundering in the deeds of 
Ae hero, bidding mortals bow before their 
fellow-mortals. A certain internal con- 
fcioufiiefs of its pofleffion, ^ave to Deme- 
trials that cahn and undaunted afped:, 
amidft the dangers wfai^h forrbunld^'iiim^ 
^ile its influence, felt though not under- 
ftood by the multitude around^ arretted the 
force of their arms, and enchained the ex- 
preflion of their rage. 

Demetrius perceived their confufion, and 
haftened to ^vail himfelf of it. 

" Citizens of Mofcow, fubjefts of RuC- 
** fia!'* he exclaimed, in a voice which 
feroke upon the air, like a fudden burft of 
fubterranean thunder, ** What mean this 
^' daring condufl:, thefe feditious excla- 
** niations ? By what authority is it, that 
^* fubjefts thus dare didate to their Sove- 
^* reign ? Learii, that while he reigns, he 
" reigns in deedj and not in name^ a free^ 
^« bom monarch, ^ not a trembling tyrant." 

He paufed ; — but the filence which fuc- 
ceeded remained unbroken. Shame feemed 

to 
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»to withhold the muhitude from retreattng, 
fear from advancing. 

** Retire," refumed the Czar, " re- 
"^^ tire, deluded and mifguided men ! from 
^* this fpot which your conduQ: has dif- 
*' graced, and in your prefent obedience, 
^* let me beliold the affurance of your 
^< futute 4oyalty/' 

The people yet hefitated, — ag^ they 

gazed around, as if to difcover from amongft 

them fome adventurous fpirit, who might 

defend their rights, and dire£t their conr 

du£t: but none appeared, who dared to 

oppofe the commands, iand encounter the 

indignation of their Czar. Demetrius rer 

iterated his comtoands for them to retire : 

they at length filently obeyed^ and, like 

ihow diflblving before the furibeam, they 

gradually difappeared before the 6xed, 

though now relenting gaze of his eye. 

When Demetrius had beheld them de- 
part, he' reafcended the carriage, and com- 
manded it to proceed : in their approach to 
Ae habitation of the Princefs they met the 

Polifh 
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Poiah ibidiers, commanded by Count Wiet 
novittki, wbo^ having learnt the intet^encfe 
of the tumult^ had haftened to the refcue 
of the Czar, and exprefled equal furprife ^ 
andYatisfa£Hon at beholding both the Prin- 
cefs and himfelf in perfed lafety. Deme« 
triuSy briefly explaining to the Count the cir- 
cumftances of the late tumult, and expreS^g 
his gradtude to the Poles for the zeal they 
haddflplayed in thusliaftenii\g to his^d, 
requeued them to furtound and guard the 
palace of the PHncd*s, >hoi& he now con* 
duded to her apartment, when It was with 
much alarm, that he*belield thelmpreJDKoh 
the late fcene had made onlier. Her eyes 
were raylefs, lier cheeks pale, and an air, 
not merely of fadnefs, l)ut of delfpair, 
teemed diflfufed -over her countenance. De- 
metrius endeavoured to foothe and rtafiure 
her : tears ftole down her clieeks, which 
at firft he attempted not to check, aware 
that her feelings might be relieved by their 
Indulgence; finding, however, that hef 
grief appeared rather to increafe .than to 

abator 
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dnte, he at length faid, ^^ Encre 
** Marina, I implore you, encreafe 
** this dreadful anguifli, the fufferin 
" ready endure from the reproache 
** own heart. Yes ! I have erred,-^ 
<• fatally erred,— in not having ii 
" you, before I invited you to j 
•^ your own fmiling and peaceful 1 
** the charafter of that race you wei 
** to encounter, of the peculiar 

" ftances /' 

He paufed abruptly, arofe, and p2 
room with rapid fteps. 

" At prefent," faid Marina, in 
and trembling voic§, " at prefent, 
" cealment is in vain. Iknotvwha 
** to apprehend, the Princefs Irene 
^* tined" — ^To (hare your thror 
would have faid, but (he could n 
language to an id^a fo dreadful; and 
d^idly palenefs overfpread her feati 
her eyes, fixed on Demetrius, fee 
demand an acquiefcence or denial 
uiq)lied queftion* 
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" The Prfpccfs Ir«ie, deftined to fupply 
« the place of Marina !" exclaimed Deme- 
trius, his whole form dilating with the in* 
dignation which fwelled his br^fl:, *^ def- 
" tined! — ^and by whom deftined ? bythofe 
♦* fubjeds who have vowed allegiance to 
** my will ) by thofe fobjefts who, free to 
** feled the pbjefts of their love, would 
" yet deny that freedoih jo their Czar. I 
** thank you for havbg reminded me of a 
*' prefumption which I will not long delay 
«< to puniih.'* 

He advanced haftily towards the door 
of the apartment. Marina inexpreffibly 
alarmed, endeavoured to detain him. ^ 

" Demetrius," Ihe faid, ^* I implore 
** you, by that regard you attach to my 
** prefent peace, my future happinefs, to 
** forego y^ur imenticm. Think, oh, think ! 
*' if the hatred of your people be already 
^* excited againft me, how dreadfully it 
" will be encreafed by your refentment of 
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^* Hatred oi diee V* exclaimed Demeii 
trius, a» he gazed upon her foft nd plead- 
ing looks, her beautiful figure, as her geatk 
accents ftill dwelt upon his ear, and he felt 
as if love alone could be infpired by fuch a 
being. At this moment Count Wiefiio* 
vitfld entered the apartments H$ came 
for the purpofe of defiring the Czar to a& 
iemble hiscoimdl, in order to revoke ibma 
late edi£U, which had m ^eSt beea the 
original incitement of the popular difcon^ 
tent; but having beea erroneoufly or malign 
nantly attributed to the Fole^, tetd given a 
different dire&ion to tlfe^ indignatioi^ and 
otcafumed the late tumult, which the Ck>unt 
afiferted, though for the ^e fuppreffed, re« 
qmred but a breadi to revive in all its 
Tiolence. 

•* Never/* replied Demetrius, *« can I 
^< comply with your requeft. Conceffiona 
^^ made through fear excite, contempt .m<« 
♦* fieadof infpiringgratitude.'* 

^ Too k>ng," rejoined Count Wiefiio- 
vit&iiitagiayeaaddetenniaedton^ ^^loo 
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** Idii^ have I delayed reminding the Czar 
** of RuiSa, of the voluntary promife made 
*^ by the Prince Deinetrias, that the fiiend 
** of hk heart fhould fever be the counfellor 
** of his reafon. Recolieft, that no am- 
** bitious hopes Miilead, no enthufiafm 
^ dazzles, no prejudice intercepts my pre- 
** fent views : I comprehend, I refpeft, and 
** I admire the enlightened plans you have 
*' cohceiVed. f<^ ^the welfiire of your peo- 
*^ pie ; but th^e pfens areattepted to bdngs 
^ of higher faculties and clearer difcrimi- 
^ nation, than man, in a collective ftate, has 
^ ever yet poflfeffed. You wifh your fub- 
" je&S to be influenced by reafon, ncft 
^ gmded bpy^p^ejti^ce ; 1)Ut how impoffible 
^ is it to reaK^ fuch a wift ! Prefent truth 
** before their eyes j they will yet behold 
** il Ar6ugh the^medium of paffion and of 
«' prejudice." «i^ ' 

Fert:0ivii!ig that Demetrius liftened to iAni 

with impatience, the Counjt proceeded, 

<^ Itefigning for the prefeni all attempts to 

<* cbhvini^ let mei^deavour to perjmde ; 

' »^ * " let 
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** let me awaken your feelmgs* Beh6ld' 
^ thefufferings of her who is dear to you 
•* as your own exiftence : it remains with 
** yourfelf to encreafe or to alleviate thefe 
" fufferings, by appeafing the popular dit 
** content, or braving its fury.*' 

Marina now joined her entreaties to thofe 
of the Count, and Demetrius at length de- 
parted, rather perfuaded by their wiflies^' 
than convinced by their arguments, to con* 
Voke the Ruffian nobility,, and endeavour to 
appeafe thofe grievances of which the people 
complained. 

Marina, when alone^ felt m all its ex« 
tent the horrcnrs of her fitudtic^. Re- 
HK>ved from her native land, from her af* 
fedionate friends, from her taidler pa- 
rent^ furrounded by thofe who vt^ed ker 
deftrudion, the caufe of popular odium to. 
her beloved Demetrius !-— She fliuddered at' 
each painful retrofped. A high* wrought^ 
ftate of feelings a tenOon of the mind, were 
paniciilarly dppreffive to her gay and gen-' 
tie nature. Some chai^&ars, pofleffiog a 
G 3 certain 
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cettm capacity of refifting the attacks of 

nmfortune, afiume with comparative eafe a 

QiiUtary attitude of mind ; and tl^ felf*ap« 

jdaufe attending this confcious fortitude, in 

Ibme degree, leflens the poignancy of dieir^ 

fufferings. But Marina felt not this re^ 

Ibfirce from the forrows which aflaikd her. 

From in£mcy idolifed by her parrot, be* 

loved by all who furrounded her» accuftom* 

ed only to repofe beneath the fhades of c<m* 

tent, or fmile amidft the bowers of mirth, 

how new and how painful was the conflift 

of oppoling feelings, which now ftruggled 

in her bteaft ! To £ecure die happinefs of 

Demetrius at erery hazard, at every facri- 

fice, was the only determination which re- 

tsuned permanent poflelfion of her mind. 

'Rriry Oixer tfaoi^ht was undefined, eirery 

other TefdutioQ fluduating. Sometknes 

die idea of withdrawing feof^Iy from Ruf- 

fia, that Demetrius mi^ comply with the 

wflies of his fubje£bf , and efpoufe the Prin- 

cels Irene, prefented itfelf to her imagina* 

tion i but Uie dreadful pang, the ibudder- 

ing 
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ing fenlation, which sic^mpanied its fug* 
geftion, feemed to forbid the pofSbility of 
its execution. Surely, fuch a facriiice would 
never be required from her! No, by gentler 
means tranquillity might yet be reftored ! 
She might yet be blefl; in the happinefs of 
Demetrius, and in the love of his people ! 
A tranfitory. calm fucceeded the firft tumult 
of her feelings j^-one of thofe deluiive 
calms which, in the midft of impending 
dangers, the heart creates, even in oppoiV- 
tion to the reafon. This is never fo power- 
fiiUy experienced as when the misfortune 
which menaces us is fo immenfe, that we 
feet the utter annihilation of our happineb 
woi^ attend it. It ai^>ears impoOible that 
the God of goodnefs could have created, 
-only to plunge us into irremediable mifery ; 
that he ihould have held out to us a view 
of happinefs, only to exclude it for ever 
from our profped. It is impoflible, we 
fondly and ferv^tly repeat, while our ter- 
rors are lull^ for awhile into ftrange and 
tranfitory confidence. 

04 
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CHAP. VII. 

•* Mis nature It too noble for the world. 

« He would not flatter Neptune for hu trident, 

*• Or Jove for's power to thunder: his heart** hit taouth. 

" What hit breaft forget, that hit tongue muft vent, 

«* And being angry, does forget that ever 

** He beard the name of death." 

« Whither (hould I fly \ 
" I have done no harm. But I remember now 
** I am in thit eanhly world ; where to do harm 
** It often laudabJe ; to do good fomeiimet • 
* ** Accounted dangerous folly. Why then, alat ! 
'*• 2^1 put up that womanly defence ; 
« To fey, I hav€ done no barm 7" 

Macletk. 

J)EMETRIUS having convened the no- 
bles, now affembled in Mofcow, de- 
manded from them the caufe of the popular 
difcontent, as he could not redrefs th€ 
grievances complained of, unlefs acquainted 
with their nature. Some inconveniences re* 
fulting from his late decrees were enumera- 
ted, which he confented to remedy. Other 
objeds of more importance were then* dif- 
cufled ; and Count Wiefnoviilki beheld with 
alarm) Prince Vaifili, with fatisfa£tion, and 

the 
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the Ruffians, with indignation, the half* 
ccmtemptuous fmile with which Demetrius 
-attended to the trivial objeftions, the un- 
meaning remarks of the nobles, and the de- 
cided tone with which he replied to, or ob- 
viated them. 

It is difficult, mod difficult, for ^ haughty, 
fpirit to bend to the will of an infjgf^r j— 
for a mind of higher power to reduce its 
conceptions to the comprehenfionof tnedip- 
^tjr; — for a giant to accommodate himfelf 
to the pace of a dwarf# . Nqtwithftanding 
the late advice of his frietul, Demetrius found 
itimpoffible to conceal hisjndigiy^n, when 
be heard thofe plans which he had devifed, 
thofe regulations which be hsrf , introducf?^ 
regarded as ufelefs, or condemned ras faerie 
legbus i tofupprefs the irritation ^fb whiijh 
he encountered, not the difpaffionate re- 
monftrances of reafon, hut the clamorous ex* 
pbftulations of prejudice. All attempt to 
convmce appdfired vaih, and Dem^rivis was 
in danger of being induced to command. 
The Czar's genius, thougtt infenfibly felt, 
05, was 
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W8S fiddler fully comprehended, or univar- 
Mlj adnutted, by his fubjeds. An inferior 
mind can, in fad, never acquire a juft efti- 
mate of one fuperior; dther ov^^helmed by 
a blind fpecies of admiration, it fubmits im* 
plicitly to its gmdance, or vainly feeking to 
coitq>rehend, attempts to fcan and depreciate 
ttM intelteft which it cannot grafp. It is pro- 
bable, tb^ had Deme»lus immediately fuC'^ 
ceeded to the thrcme of his anceftors, the 
fermer fiseling atone would have been expe^ 
liem^ towards him by bis fubjeds ;— *habi- 
tual reverence for l^peifon would have ex- 
cfited babitaal refped Sdt bis underftandbg. 
But BOW, wh^i the Ruffians recalled the 
iblHodwhen Ais Czar, all iovereign in his 
commands, all haughty in bis deportment, 
bad been regiffded as a pretender iherely to 
that thrcme heat prefent pojE^edr when titt 
moment was remembered that his rights 
bad bera doubted, his claims dieted, not 
merely by oth^s, but themfdves; for* 
getting the ftrong evidaice in favour of 
tbofe rights, ihe fiibfequeiit s^knowledg- 

ment 
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me^ of thofe claims, by that ftramge ffoc<^ 
tuadon of o^nion to which mankind are 
liable, whofe judgments are indeed gene* 
rally determined rather by feeling, than rea^ 
ion, they now began to doubt the imperial 
lineage of him they had fo lately faluted as 
thdr Czar. ^^ Can he be the f<Hi of Ivan, 
^^ who deviates from all his pradices ? Can 
^* he be defcended from the ancient for^ 
^ reigns of hh country, who difptays fuch 
^ a contempt for its ufages?'* Thefe dan* 
gerous queftionsi^ere whifpered around and 
propagated by Prince Vaffili and his ad- 
herents.. 

Donetrius, however, wholly unconfdous 
of them, undaunted, unappalled, purfued 
his career.; and when fome of the Boyards 
dared again to intimate their cU£ipproba» 
tion of his union with the Princefs of Sen- 
domir, Scarcely deigning to a^rd them a 
reply, he prepared to quit the hall of comv- 
dl. In vain Count Wiefnovitiki fought tp 
retain him, or condUate the Rttffians. His 
firm yet gende manner, the padence with 
o 6 which 
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t^^hich he encountered error, the perij^vei 
ranee with which he ehdeavoured to remove 
it, would, ill any other than himfdf, have 
produced the eflFe£t he defired. But he 
Was a native of Poland^ he was alfothe 
friend, the favourite' of Demetrius ; and 
either of thefe caufes would have rendered 
them infenfible to his reafons tDr his merits^ 
The affembly feparated with mutual diffatif- 
faftion. The munnurs of the people were, 
however, for a time appeafed by the Czar's 
revocation of thofe edifts which had been 
particularly odious to theui; 

Prince Vaffili had abfented himfelf from 
Mofcow for fome days, and, notwithftand- 
ing a fummons from Demetrius to return 
to it, had excufed himfelf from obeying the 
commands of his fovereign, under the pre- 
tence of indifpofition. Several of the Boy- 
*rds alfo retired to their lands in the refpec- 
•<ive provinces ; thus filently expreffing thdr 
difapprobation of their Czar's condud and 
intended alliance. Demetrius, who had now 
been rendered fufpicious of his Tubjefts, 

placed 
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placed a guard of Poles about his own per-' 
fon, as well as that of the Princefs, and dif- 
patched a irieffenger to the Hetman Ko- 
fanka, commanding him to condud his iarth-> 
ful troops to the capital. 

After taking thefe precautions, the Czar 
repaired to the palace of the Princefs ; the 
gay and animated afped he aflumed, might 
have deceived Marina into a belief that the 
dMcuffion in the council had * termmated 
fatisfadorily, had fke not remarked that 
the countenaince of his friend, - that <:oun- 
tenance which fhe had been accuftomed to 
behold ever fmiling or ferene, was now 
gloomy and diffurbed. The compaffionate 
glances, with' which the Count occafionally 
regarded her; were inexpreffibly painful. 
They forced upon her miiid the confciouf* 
neft of thofe misfortunes flie had endea- 
voured to forget. She imagined alfo that 
h* appeared anxious to addrefs her, un- 
pbferved by Demetrius; and a vague (pe- 
des of apprehenfion prevented her from 
affording hirii the Opportunity he apparently 

defired. 



d by Google 



( »34 ) 

defired. She felt as if I^ <alm and cfear 
reprefentsdcHis would in a moment diffolve 
thofe delufive dreams of happinefs in which 
flie had fought to involve herfelf ; and in 
order to avoid encountering even his re- 
gard, (he attempted to converfe with De- 
metrius and the Polifh nobles, who had ac* 
companied him} vam however was the 
attempt. She made the roofi unmeanmg^ 
^iquiries, — ^returned the moft oppofite a&» 
fwers to thofe demanded of her,-^-f>aufed 
fuddenly ki the midft of a remark, — and 
then perceiving her error, endeavoured, by 
aflumkig an sdr of gaiety and rallying her 
own abftra&ion, to conceal the caufe firom 
whence itifprauag. Neither Dem^etiius or 
the Count were, however, thus e^ly de* 
oeived. They both beheld her luffinin^ ; 
the former wkh anguifli and humiUatioiH 
the fatter with the deepeft coaapafiion. The 
Prinqeis now reminding Demetrius of the 
ppomife be had made the Czarina to re^ 
vifit her, entreated him to fulfil it ; and, 
anxious to atone for the momentary warmth 

he 
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he had betrayed in their late interview^ he 
complied with Marina's requeft, although 
he dreaded a repetition of the fcene which 
had then enfued. 

Count Wiefnovitfld, perceiving Marina's 
di(inclination to afford him an opportunity 
of addreiling her, determined for the pre- 
sent to d^lay fpeaking to her on a fubje£fc 
which he judged, from the apparent ftate 
of her mind, ihe would be ill calculated to 
difcuis : he therefore quitted her prefence^ 
accompanied by the Polifli nobles : and 
Marina once more found herfelf alone. — 
All the contending emotions, all the fluc- 
tuating opinions, ail the agonizing ftruggles, 
which Ihe had fo recently experienced^ 
were again endured by the Princefs, en- 
creafed too by a fenfe of felf-reproach for 
the weakneis ihe had di^layed in flirinkii^ 
from the communications of the Count* 
She now beUeved that any poikive mifery 
would be more fupportable than the dr^« 
f ul alternations of feeling ihe endured i and 

ihe 
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flie determined to Teek that interview fhe 
had fo lately avoided. 

Towards the clofe of the day, as the 
Princefs was ftationed at an open balcony, 
watching the defcent of that fun, whofe 
rife ihe had beheld with fuch hr different 
emotions, a few notes of a national air, 
hummed carelefsly by one of the Polifii 
guards, ftruck upon her ear, arid pene- 
trated her heart. The accidental recur- 
rence of a well-known tune often recals a 
vague remembrance of our feelings, without 
any recolleftion of the time or fituation 
when laft it caught our attention ; it 
awakens the memory of fenfation, rather 
than of circumftance. The laft time that 
Marina had liftened to this fimple air had 
been during the recovery of Demetrius, 
when, though ftill feeble from his recent 
illnefs, flie had conduced him to the*gar- 
dens of the palace of Sendomir. The 
emotions of love, (of love foftened by com- 
paffion, though not embittered by appr©- 
henfion,) of peace, and feciirity, which ihe 

then 
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then cxperienceid, were now fuddenly re- 
called, and forcibly contrafted with the 
tumultuous feelings, the terrors, the appre- 
henfions, which now inhabited her breaft. 
Painful, moft painful was the contraft ! 
and the tears, which ftole unheeded down 
her cheeks, difcovered that it was felt in all 
its bittemefs. 

The Princefs had remained for fome 
moments wholly abforbed by the painful 
^motions to which the Polifh air had given 
birth, when tHe unexpefted entrance of a 
female, whofe face and form were wholly 
concealled from her view, aroufed her from 
her reverie. She advanced towards the 
ftranger, who, throwing afide the veil which 
fhaded her, difcovered the countenance of 
the Czarina Feodorofna. 

Marina ftarted — no thrill of pleafure at 
beholding the mother of Demetrius, but a 
fudden dread, a chilling apprehenfioii, feized 
on her heart, as flie gazed on her pallid 
Countenance, whofe expreffion feemed to 
forebode fome fearful communication.—^ 

The. 
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The Czarina^ after a paxife, in which (he 
a{q)eared endeavouring to colled her ideas, 
and command her feelings, in accents 
tremulous yet impreflive, thus addrefied 
Marina. 

** Princefe of Sendomir ! you now be- 
** hold before you a being, whofe whole of 
** earthly happinefs depends upon yourfelf : 
** si mo^x' fupplTcating for the life of her 
'^ fon, of that fon, for whofe preiervation 
'^ fhe once defied a tyrant'^ rage, for whom 
^^ fbe has endured whole yes&cs of bondage* 
** On you, onyou alone depends, whether ihe 
^ fbaXl have fuffered in vain j whether (he 
^^ (hall yet behold that life, for which fhe 
*< has hazarded hex own, lacrificed to the 
*< fury of a mifguided multitude j or be^ 
** hold it preferved-'-a blefling to herfelf and 
** to her country — ** She paufed, but 
received no reply from the Princefe* 

An oppreifive conviction of all the mifery 

, which awaited her, a fenlation of refent- 

ment, which fhe found it impoiEble to re* 

prefs, ftruggled in her breafl, and impeded 

her 
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Her replying to an addrefs which had 
wounded every feeling of her heart. 

The Czaina, regarding this filence a9 
im&vourable to her wifhes, refumed^ 

*^ Although aware that the ftep which 
^' maternal affedion has induced me to 
*^ adq;>t, would expofe me^ if difcovered, 
^* to the everlafting indignation of him for 
^^ whom it was taken, yet. even the dread 
^< of this indigni4ioa cannot prevent me 
^< from r^eating my requeft; repeating it 
^ with the uigency df one who pleads for 
^ more than life. The firft moment that 
^ beholds a foreign Princels united to a 
•( Czar of Ruflia, beholds his deftruaion.'' 

She then prefented to the Prmcefe feveral 
letters addreffedto herfelf from the principal 
aohles of die eminre, expreffing the univer* 
fiJ difcontent, which prevailed throughout 
the nadon, at the profpefk of their Caar's 
approaching union, and containing feveral 
alarming intimations re^fting the dangeir 
to which its fulfilment would expofe him^ 
The hateful chancers were difcemed for a 

moment. 
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moment but then feemed to float before 
the eyes of Marina. A (icknefs at her 
heart, a confufion of thought, a dimnefs of 
fight, feized on her facuhies : the lettelB 
fell from her hands, and flie funk fenfdefs 
on her feat. 

The Czarina, rotifed to a fenfe of the 
harihnefs with which (he had condu£ked her- 
felf towards . the Princefs, endeavoured to 
zttme for it by the tender affiduity mth 
which Ae fought to reftore her to recollec* 
tion. She at length fucceeded; but the 
death-like palenefs of her countenance, her 
quivering lips, the convuliive fhuddertngot 
which fometimes pafled acrois her frame; 
fufficiently betrayed theanguifli fhe endured. 
The Czarina addrefled fome confolatory ex- 
preffions to her : but Marina* fcarcelf 
aware of her prefence, prefled her hand 
^temately to her burning temples, or hec 
throbbing heart, as if to deaden her op- 
preiEve fenfe of exiftence. Suddenly re- 
coileding the Czarina's prefence, fhe en- 
deavoured to acquire more compofure. 

" Leave 
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*^ Leave me. Madam," (he faid, ** for my 
^* fake, for your own, leave me. Fear no( 
** for my future condud — fear not that 
^ any weaknefs of mine ihall endanger 
" that life, not more precbus to you than 
" to myfelf. Yes !'* ihe added, with an afar 
of bittemefs, ^' yes, I will haflen to aban- 
** don this country, where firft I knew 
** misfortune; — ^where firft the voice of un- 
" kindnefs greeted mine ear j— where firft 
** I found myfelf an objed of averfion.'* 

The mind, the manner, the expreffion 
of Marina, feemed to have undergone a 
total, though temporary, revolution. That 
meek and gentle fpiri't which bowed to the 
will of affedion, rofe with a feeling of proud 
refemment againft this unmerited perfecu- 
tion — ^refentment which extended to the 
Czarina. The ^thufiaftic fondnefs with 
which ihe had ever dwelt on the idea of the 
mother of Demetrius ; the compaffion- with 
which ihe had regarded her (ufferings ; the 
delight with which the had anticipated the 
moment, when her attentions might contri-^ 

bute 
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feemed to denote, her unconfcious oJF all 
ground Iter) did not attempt to re-addre& 
her, fhe determined to depart. She ap- 
proached the Princefs. 

*' In entire Reliance on the aflfurance you 
*^ have made,*' (he began, but Marina 
rapidly interrupted her. 

" Yes, Madam ! in entire reliance upoa 
** thataffurance, depart in peace,— Kiepart in 
^* confidence, that the clofe of another day 
<< fhall not behold me an inhabitant of 
«' Mofcow.** 

The fuflfocating figh which burft from 
her lips as fhe concluded this fentence 
excited the compaffion of the Czarina ; but 
when fhe attempted to exprefs it, the coun- 
tenance of Marina affumedan inftant, though 
evidently forced, compofure. She feemed to. 
dread any expreffion of commiferation for 
fufFerings from her who had been their 
immediate origin ; (he feemed to dread being 
deprived of the right to experience a refent*- 
ment, which prefented her with an external 
objeft on which the dreadful irritation olf 
her feelings might be expended. 

The 
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The Czarina, perceiving the impatience 
with which (he liftened to her, advanced to 
the door of the apartment ; then paufing, 
before (he finally quitted it, 

" Princefs of Sendomir,'* fhe faid, " when 
" you learn the nature of a mc^r's love, 
^^ you will alfo learn to pardon the effects 
** of a mother's anxiety/* 

She difappeared, before Marina, whofe 
feelings were foftened by this appeal, was 
enabled to reply to it, and fhe again 
found herfelf abandoned to folitude and to * 
fuffering. 



VOL. II. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
% 

^ « Still the more 

** 1 pourtd myfondnefs, (till the more difireiTed 
*< Shefeemed, and t«rniug6rom my tender gaze, 
<* The copious (hower ftole down her troubled cheek 
** As if file ^tied thefe myjilind •nite^nnents 
« And in her breaft fomt horrid fecret fweli'd.** 

Thompson's Agamemnun', 

npHE fhite of Marina's feelings rendered 
all attempts at refleding on the fchemes 
flie was now to purfue impoffible. The 
only idea that fuggefted itfelf, was that of 
entreating the advice and affiftance of Count 
Wiefnovitfti. She felt, however, her in- 
ability to enter perfonally on the painful 
topic, and determined to explain to him, by 
letter, fome of the circumftances (but not 
the interference of the Czarina) that had 
determined her to adopt a refolution, which 
fhe required his affiftance to carry into 
effeft. 

She 
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She entrufted this letter to J3l faithful 
attendant, and awaited its reply with the 
utmofl anxiety. ^ fecret hope that the 
Count would difapprbre of her intentions, 
and fuggeft meafures by which it might be 
avoided, fupported her coyrage ; Aod whea^ 
his anfwer was delivered to her, ihe felt 
as if on its conte&ts her future happio^fm 
depended. 

How great was her deJpair to find that the 
Count not only iapproved of her intended 
departiire,but.tbatheh3dhiaifelfbeena^^iii9 
to fuggeil it to her^ as the only xnosifuKe 
which could fecure the lafety of Demetiius 
or herfelf. iie likewile fignified his intention 
of accoraqpwiying her into Poland. " The 
" Ruffians,'* continued he, " are jealous 
" of the favoi^,difplayed by the Gear to- 
*' wards the Poles, and I, as the princ^al 
^ objed of this favour, am the principal 
*** objed of an indignation, which my tem- 
•• porary abfence may fi4>due. Thegreatefl: 
f * apprehenfion I entertain is that ^e natural 
1^* impetuofity of the Czar's tempa: will be 
H 2 ** ftrongly 
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<* ftrongljr excited, when he is firft made 
" acquainted with your departure. To 
" obviate the evil eflFeds which might arife 
*' from its abrupt difclofure, it will be re- 
*' quifite for Your Highnefs to addrefs him 
** by letter,- and explain the motives which 
** hare Dccafioned your departure, and even 
** to allude to the poffibility that it .may not 
** be final ; although I am too fatally aware 
^* of the inveteracy of the Ruffian preju- 
" dices, to fuppofe it can be otherwife.** — 
The Count then proceeded to mention feme 
of the precautions he fliould take to avoid a 
premature difcovery of their intentions. 
JEvery arrangement, he faid, would- be com- 
pleted by the clofe of the enfuingday, when 
he advifed that their propofed departure 
fliould bfe carried into execution.- 

The decifi ve fty le of this letter, and the rapid 
arrangements making for her departure. 
Teemed, to the mind of thePrincefs, as thefeal 
of her fate. There are moments of our lives 
when the {lupendousand aflual mifery which 
affails us forbids any addition of that which is 

imaginary ; 
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imaginary; forbids either retrofpedUonoran- 

ticipation: the prefent, — the dreadful prefent 

occupies every thought, ^very fenfe, and 

chains down the foul to its conteniplation. 

It is fortunate that nature has thus deftined 

it. The mind could not endure mere than 

a certsdn portion of fuifering ; and if it could 

glance at once from all the joys it has loft, 

to all the evils it has to brave ; if imagination 

could depid all the circumftances which 

might attend thofe evils ; it mud fink beneath 

the accumulated preflure: but excefs of 

grief is not unfrequently produdkive of a ftu- 

pefedion of the faculties, which is often 

attributed by others, and fometimes by our- 

felves, to a fpecies of infenfibility. Marina 

experienced a degree of aftoniihment at the 

calmnefs with which fhe felt enabled to 

zbake the neceffary arrangements for her 

departure, with which fhe delivered her 

orders to her confidential attendants. Fa^ 

tigued in body, exhapfled in mind, fhe at 

length flung herfelf upon a couch, and, 

towards the approach of morningy a tranfient • 

H 3 flumber 
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JhHliber fufpended iier fenfe of e&ifteAce. 
She awoke, wkh a ftart of terror, from a 
firigbcful dream to the recoUe£tbn of ad:ual 
ifiifery : fhe awoke with every faculty more 
ttvtd, with a keener fenfe of fuifering from 
this tempcnrary oblivion of it. Dreadful in- 
4eed are the wakings of the wretched ! She 
y^^ informed that Count Wiefnovitikt 
f equefted to fee her ; and as fhe had not 
difplaced the robe ihe had worn dn the pre- 
ceding day, ihe was fbon prepared to obey 
the funimons. Her extreme weaknefs 
d)liged her to lean for fui>pon againft the 
1)aluftrades as Ihe quitted her apartment; 
send ^ emotion of pkafure mingled wkh her 
furprife at perceiving it. ** Nol I ihall 
•* never furvive thk fepar^on,'* Ihe thought, 
^^aiid thfe thought was a confolatory one. 

I'he Count, on her efltrance, approached, 
and, taking ^er hand^ ga^ed with a mix- 
ture of refped, intereft, and compaflion 
upon her altered countenaftce. This ex- 
preffion cf fympathy was painful : it is al- 
^ ways fo in a ftate of extreme fuffering. 

Marina 
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Marina endeavoured to avoid k, by en- 
quiring, in aa abrupt and fatrmed manner, 
refpcfting the arrangements for their dc^ 
parture. The Count informed her of all 
his proceedings : obferving the exccfis of her 
agitation, notwithflanding the efforts ihe 
made to conceal it, he advifed her to avoid 
again feeing Demetrius, under pretence of 
indifpofition. She did not reply to this fug- 
gefiion ; fhe could not command her feel- 
ings fufSciently to mention his name ; fbe 
could not ^igage in any promife, which tbe 
might be compelled to break. ^^ Tou will 
•* write — ^you will advife," flie faukeringly 
iad : *^ Oh ! do not abandon him, widiont 
<* fome counfel, fome confolation !'* — " Reft 
** aflured, deareft lady," replied the Count, 
much affeded, ** that all it is in my power 
" to effed will be attempted. Oh ! were 
*^ there any other remedy than this fo det 
" perate one, how eagerly would I embrace 
" it r 

The countenance of Marina convincing 

him flie could not endure to hear the pam- 

H 4 ful 
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fixl Tubjed alluded to, and nothing further 
remaining to be difcuffed, he quitted her, 
after appointing the hour of their departure. 
When the Count had quitted the palace, 
Marina, arming herfelf with a defperate 
fpecies of refolution, engaged, with a tremu- 
lous alacrity of manner, in the preparations 
for her departure : flie delivered her orders 
refpefting it with rapidity j fhe entered her- 
felf info its minute arrangements; but fud- 
denly, in the midft of this apparent eager- 
nefs, (he would paufe, place herfelf in a 
feat, while her abfti*a€led air and vacant gaze 
evinced her wholly infenfible to what was 
paffing around. Thefe fluduations of man- 
ner, - perfedly unintelligible to her attend- 
ants, were noticed by them with wonder and 
curiolity. 

' As the day drew towards its clofe, Ma- 
rina's fuffermgs increafed : fhe fliuddered as 
flie heard the departure of each hour pro- 
claimed by the tolling of bells, as fhe 
gazed upon the fun, now verging towards 
the horizon. Demetrius had frequently, 

during 
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during the courfe of the day, vifited 
the abode of the Princefs, and had been 
urgent in his requeft (notwithftanding 
the affurarice he received of her indifpofi- 
tion) of being admitted to an interview. 
After many doubts, and much hefitation, 
Marina at length determined to comply 
with his wiihes. She perfuaded herfelf 
that (he adopted this refolution in order to 
avoid incurring his fufpicions. She was not 
aware that it was the impulfe of aflfedion, 
and not the inftigatipn of prudence, which 
influenced her determination. Shading 
her face by a veil, in order to conceal 
its pallid hue and agonized expreflion, fhe 
awaited, with apparent calmnefs, the arri- 
val of Demetrius : yet, when fhe heard the 
founds 6f his approaching footfteps, and 
the tones of his voice, as he enquired re- 
fpeding her, aH the imprudence fhe had 
been guilty of, in according this interview, 
rufhed upon her mind. For one moment 
fhe thought of yet avoiding it, and at- 
tempted to rife from the couch, but an over- 
H 5 power- 
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povirenng weaknefs feemed to ttichsdn her 
to it J and the next, Demetrius was in the 
apartment with herfelf. He haftily ad- 
vanced, and, gazittg with an exprelfion of 
the utmoft tendemefs upoii her reclining 
form, and pallid countenance, exclaimed, 
** My Marina 1-^my beloved Marina! why 
^ have you attempted to conceal the ex- 
^^ tent of your illnefs ? >vhy have y(m not 
^ allotted— '^ 

She interrupted him by an affurance that 
her llidifpofition vi^as qf little import, aftd re- 
pofe alone [wasrequifite to her complete 
reftoration. Her voice was fo altered, her 
manneir fo reftndned, her countenance fb 
embarraffed, that Demetrius, ftruck with 
the alteration, fuddeniy retreated fome paces 
from her, while the deepeft crimfon, the 
ttiingled hue of fliame, refeiitment, and 
alarm, rufhed over his countenance* An 
inftantaneous idea that flie wifhed to aban*- 
don him, prefented itfelf to his imagination. 
In gloomy filence he remained gazing upon 
that face of matchiefs beauty, fliat form of 

perfect 
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perfeSt fymmetry ; and thought that face 
and Ibrm, all lovely as they were, rivalled 
by the mind ^ich they enflirined: that 
thought renewed his confidence, and he 
felt aflured that the regards of fuch a mind, 
the afie^ons of fuch a heart, would not be 
attraded or repelled by external circam- 
ftances* 

Marina had been too much occupied by 
her own emotions to obferve the peculiar 
manner of Demetrius. Once, indeed, fhe 
railed her eyes to his countenance, but the 
(ight of hi^ noble and expreiiive fisatures, 
the idea that (he' (hould behold them no 
more, fuddeflnly fuffufed her eyes with tears, 
and prevented her from longer diftinguifli- 
ing them. Demetrius, who now believed 
his tranfitory fufpicion unjuft, and^attributed 
her apparent fuflfering to bodily, not mental 
anguifh, addrefled her in the moft foothing 
accents, entreated her to retire to reft, and 
declared his intention o feeking the aid of 
thofe bettar ikilled than himfelf in ths 
means <^ reftoring her health* Alarmed at 
H 6 this 
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this propofal, Marina eagerly endavoured 
to detain him. Demetrius, furprifed at the 
fiidden vehei^ence of her manner, complied 
with her requeft, but on condition that on 
the morrow, ihould ,her indifpofition con- 
tinue, (he would confent to his wifhes. As 
he pronounced the words " to-morrow," a 
fliuddering fenfation crept over her frame ; 
yet, when he forced from her a relu£hnt 
confent to this propofal, a burning blufli 
fuflFufed her countenance. She had before 
felt that fhe was but obeying the didates of 
duty, in tearing herfelf from Demetrius ; 
but now, a doubt arofe, whether the difli- 
mulation flie was guilty of were not in itfelf 
a fpecies of qrime. Her heart eagerly 
caught at fuch a fuggeftion, and for a mo- 
ment (he felt tempted to reveal her intention 
to Demetrius, demand his foi^givenefs for 
having dare4 to form it, and abandon her 
future condud wholly to his guidance j when 
the recolleftion of her promife to the 
Czarina, with a thrill of agpny, darted 
acrofs her mind, and prevented her from 

indulging 
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indulging the impulfe of inclination. De- 
metrius, endeavouring to convince himfelf 
that repofe indeed was alone requifite to the 
reftoration of Marina, determined to quit 
her prefence. 

The Princefs perceived his intention, and 
excefs of fuffering rendered her filent and 
raotionlefs. With apparent calmnefs fhe 
heard him exprefs his tender folicitude, as 
he bade her farewell ; with apparent calm- 
nefs (he beheld the beams of love,— ^ love, 
now foftened by compaffion, in his eye, felt 
the preffure of his hand for the lad time ; 
with apparent calmnefs beheld the clofing 
door of the apartment exclude him for ever 
from her aching gaze. Yes ! with calmnefs 
flie endured this j — but it was the calmnefs 
of defpair. 

Her fenfes did not wholly abandon her j 
but the impreflions made on them were 
vague and indiftinft. Her eye perceived no 
form ; her ear received no found ; (he heard 
not the rattling of the carriage wheels which 
were to bear her far away from Mofcow— 

from 
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from happinefs — from Demetrius. She per- 
caved not the entrance of the Count, till he 
approached and addreffed her. She ftarted, 
gazed on him at firft with an air of vacuity, 
then fuddenly her expreffion changed, and 
a flood of tears, which rolled down her 
cheeks, relieved Count Wiefnovitfki from 
the apprehenfions her appearance had at 
firft excited. He bore her, for her limbs 
refafed to afford her fupport, to the carriage, 
and, followed by her female attendants in 
another, and, furrounded by a numerous 
party of Polifli guards, the Count and Prin- 
ciefs departed from Mofcow. 

The night was clear and calm, and when 
they had quitted the city, and rolled aver 
the fpacious plain, fo often traverfed under 
different circumftances, no found inter- 
rupted the ftillnefs, but the trampling of the 
cavalry, as they rode befide the .carriage ; 
no words were exchanged between the 
horfemen, nor did the Count attempt to 
addrefs the Princefe, whofe deep and 
frequent fighs alone gave token of her 
9 ^ exiftence. ' 
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exift^Dce. Count Wiefnovitfki had been 
a&uated in his defire of removing the Prin- 
cefs from Mofcow by that warm and difin- 
terefted regard which ever influenced his 
conduf): towards his friends. He was s^ware 
that the feparation between Demetrius and 
Marina would be produftive of prefent 
fuffering, but doubted not that it would con- 
duce to their ultimate ha^inefsi 

The letter which he had addrefled to 
Demetrius on thdr departure (for the Prin- 
cefe had decfaired herfelf incapable of fol- 
lowing his advice, by addrefling him, at leaft 
for the prefent,) explained, in the clearefl 
manner, the neceffity of the refolution 
which the Princefs had adopted. It in- 
formed him of feveral circumftances relative 
to the difcontent of his fubjeds, with which 
Demetrius had previously been unacquainted, 
and it reprefented, in the ftrongeft colours^ 
thofe which he had hitherto difregarded. 
His whole letter breathed the tone of reafon, 
of feeling, and of fnendfhip. Impetuous as 
he knew was the chfiradber of J^emetrius, he 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely deemed it poflible for him not to 
acknowledge the juftice of his reprefenta- 
tions, and to fubmit to a fate which it ap^ 
peared impoffible to avoid. 

Count Wiefnovitfld's feelings were tender, 

rather than impetuous ; the impreflions 

made on them were durable, rather than 

acute: befides he had never experienced 

any attachment more ardent than friendfliip, 

and could only form a vague and general 

idea of the fufferings their feparation occa- 

fioned^ the lovers : he was not enabled to 

follow them through all thofe fliades of 

feeling, thofe agomfing ftruggles between 

reafon and inclination, with that perfed 

fympathy which can alone be beftowed by 

one who has experienced forrows fimilar to 

thofe he commiferates. 

. Count Wiefnovitfki, however, refpefted 

, that grief whofe extent he could not fully 

comprehend ; and no futile attempts at 

confolation, no cruel endeavour to condemn 

the f€«lings, by an appeal to the reafon, 

difturbed the filent anguiih of Marina. 

2 They 
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They purfued their way towards the frontiers 
with the utmoft rapidity, till the Count, 
alarmed at the encreafing' languor of the 
Princefs, and the heftic flufhings which, 
paffing acrofs her cheek, left it more deadly 
pale than before, propofed their refting 
for fome hours at the, town which they 
were then approaching. Too languid 
and indifferent to oppofe this fuggeftion, 
Marina tacitly confented to it, ind the Polifh 
train joyfully obeyed the order to repofe 
themfelves and their weary couriers at the 
town of Polzon. 
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CHAP. IX. 

«* For I cannot be ' 

^ Mme own or anything to any, if 
•♦ I be not thine ; to this I am moft conftant 
« Though deftiny lay nu." 

mntfr'4 Tale. 
_ * 

T^HE firft idea which occurred to Deme- 
trius on the morning fucceeding that 
night durmg which the Frincels had quitted 
Mofcow, was an extreme anxiety to learn 
whether ihe had recovered from the effects 
of her indifpofidon, and at ^n early hour he 
repaired toiler palace. 

Engrofled by various reflexions, he 
noticed not the abfence of the Polifli guards, 
but pafled forward to thofe apartments 
ufually occupied by Marina. He traverfed 
the fpacious chambers, but all appeared 
equally deferted. Roufed at length to a 
fenfe of furprife at this unufual circum^ 
fiance, he gazed around to difcover fome 
veftige of Marina ; he liftened to catch fome 
found, which might conduct him to her. 

All 



d by Google 



( i6s ) 

All was ftill ; — all was vacant : — a fudden 
dread, a chijling apprehenfion ftruck acrofs 
his heart : he ruflied haftfly from the apart- 
ment into the grand hall, where he beheld 
fome of her Ruffian attendants. 

'* Where is the Princefs of Sendomir ?** 
he haftily demanded. 

" The Princefe of Sendomir quitted 
** Mofcow laft night,*' was the reply. 

" Quitted Mofcow !'* herdterated. 

•* Yes, flie departed from the city, ac- 
** companied by her PoKfli attendants,** 
replied the Ruffians, calmly refuming their 
refpeftive occupations. Demetrius for fome 
moments remained ftupified with grief, fur- 
prife, and indignation. 

Marina had quitted Mofcow! The word^ 
yet rung in his ears, the proofs of her de- 
parture were yet before his eyes 5 but he 
felt inclined to doubt the evidence o£ his 
fenfes, to think that he was in a, frightful 
dream, from which he Ihould awake to love 
and to happinefs. The idea of his friend, 
"of that friend to whom he had been accuf- 

tomed 
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tomed to unbofom all his feelings, to pour 
forth all his griefs, occurred to him, and 
his name mvoluntarily efcaped his lips. 

The Ruffians underftood the exclamation 
as one of enquiry, and replied, that Count 
Wiefnovitfki had accompanied the Princefs 
from Mofcow. 

Demetrius ftarted at this information ; a 
new and dreadful fufpicion rufted upon his 
mind. Rage, jealoufy, every turbulent, 
every ungentle feeling of his nature was 
inftantly arovjfed : the ijifluence of pafficax 
forbade the exertion of reafon : through 
the medium of a difordered imagination, he 
beheld both the paft and the prefent; he 
recoUefted not the undeviating friendfliip of 
the Count, the tender attachment of Marina; 
he confidered not that if a mutual regard 
had fubfifted between them, it might long 
fince have been, indulged ; he perceived 
alone the dreadful certainty that the Prin- 
cefs and the Coutit had abandoned him. 
At this moment the letter which Count 
Wiefnovitlki had addrefled to Demetrius on 

his 
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Ills departure was delivered to him by one' 
of the Poles, who had remained in Mofcow. 
Unmindful of the furprife his aftion excited, 
he Sung it from him with indignation ; and, 
returning predpitately to the Imperiar pa- 
lace, commanded his courier to be accou- 
tred, and the few Poles whom he perceived 
on guard, to . accompany him. With fur- 
prife they prepared to obey thefe diredlions. 
His eye flafliing fire, his cheek glowing^ 
every movement rapid, yet tremulous, he 
mounted his courfer, and purfued the route 
which he concluded had been adopted by 
the fugitives. 

As the fun advanced towards the me- 
ridian, the fandy road which they travelled, 
reflefting its beams, rendered the heat in- 
tenfe. The Czar's courfer, panting with 
toil, covered with duft and blood, feemed 
unable to proceed. Demetrius threw him- 
felf from it, and, commanding one of his 
attendants to give him his in exchange, 
mounted and again |)urfued his route. Oh! 
how diflferent were now his feelings, from 

when 
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•U'hen I9A he had traverfed the fame road, in 
order to meet and welcome his beloved 
Marina! Love, happy love, reigned in his. 
foul, and rendered ev^ry objeft delightful, ' 
every thought harmonious, every fenfation 
delicious: love ftill reigned there indeed ;— 
but love, attended by jealoufy, defpair, re- 
fentment;— jealoufy, which flung him to 
madnefs, and prefented but one idea, that 
of Count Wiefiiovitfld and the Princefs 
mutually attached, mutually triumphing in 
blifs, while he was left deferted and alone. 
Each thought wounded him more deeply, 
each thought urged him on to new ex- 
ertions. The Count, in the meantime, 
while the Princefs and himfelf retted at 
Polzon, for the firft time fmce their de- 
parture from Mofcow, ventured to addrefs 
her in the language of confolatioa: the 
look with which flie replied to him, exprefled 
at once her ienft of his kind intentions, and 
her conviftion of thejr inutility. . He fighed 
as he obferved' the air of defpondency dif- 
fufed over her countenance, and abandoned 

all 
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all attempts to confole a grief whidi at 
^refent admitted not of alleviation. At the 
moment that he rofe to quit tlie apartment, 
for the purpofe of delivering feme orders 
to their attendants, a confufed tumult ap- 
peared to proceed from the ftreet ; and the 
weU-known accents of Demetrius were mu* 
tuaUy and inftantaneoufly recognifed. 

The Count ftarted.— Marina gazed 

annmd her with alarm, — yet an alarm not 

wholly unmingled with a tumultuous 

emotion of hope. The founds drew nearer 

— the door was flung open, and Demetrius 

advanced — he gazed alternately upon the 

Count and Princefs. There was terror in 

his eye — his lofty air, his ftern filence, his 

proud, indignant glance intimidated Marina : 

ihe felt as if ihe muft be criminal to have 

excited fuch refentment : every feeling va^ 

niihed from her mind, but the defire of 

being reftored to the regard of Demetrius^ 

of again beholding the beams' of affedion 

in his eye. The Count returned his jnena* 

cing regard with thofe of compaffion. 

Demetrius, 
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Demetrius, at length, in a voice almoft 
laarticulate from emotion, exclaimed, 
paufilig at intervals, as if gafping for breath, 
" Why am I thus forfaken ? — treacherous 
" friend 1 — inconftant Marina! '* 

The Prjticefs, fhrinking from his angry 
glance, was incapable of reply, but the 
Count faid, 

'* My letter was intended to explain" — 
** Intended to explain,** interrupted Deme- 
trius, " your treachery, your deceit, your 
" unparalleled ingratitude : but think not 
" that your guilt fhall triumph, thinknot^ — " 
He advanced furioufly towards them. 

The Count, extremely alarmed at his 
violence, placed himfelf before Marina, and 
feized the arm of Demetrius to prevent him 
from approaching her. He tore himfelf 
from his grafp, and, placing his hand upon 
the hilt of the fabre, appeared on the point 
of unfheathing it. The dreadful appre- 
henfions which this adion excited, infpired 
Marina with energy and courage. She 
rufhed forward, fhe funk on her knees 

before 
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before Demetrius, and retained the band^ 
whofe adion proclaimed his hoftile inten^ 
don. Her imploring attitude, her foft and 
penetrating accents, the touching expreifi(Mi 
of her countenance, in which fear, pity, 
kve, were at once united, feemed to allay 
the ftorm, which jealoufy had ndfed in hit 
bread. 

^' Demetrius, dear Demetrius !'' flie faid^ 
" -Mas! why has; my conduft, — idiis con^ 
^^ dud> which the moll dreadful neceffity 
*^ alone has impofed,-*-excited thefefufjM* 
<< cions ? Is it poffible that you can doubt 
" the ftrength of my regard, the fincerity ef 
" Count Wiefnovitiki's friendfhip? But 
" has not my prcfence involved you in 
*^ danger? Would not its continuance 
«« conduce to your deftrufHon ? Alas ! it 
** is the voice of your people, not the in- 
^* clination of my heart, which commands 
^* me away." Her encreafing emotion im- 
peded her further utterance. 

** Confult your reafon, Demetrius," faid 
the Count, " and that will tell you the im-' 

VOL. II. 1 ** poflibiUty 
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^* potebilityof ever fobduing thfe prejudices 
^ of your peq)le; that will tell you, that 
* to preiSgrve your throne, it muft neither 
^ be fliared by a Polifh Princefs, or fur- 
«• rounded by a Polifh nobility/' 

^ Then be that throne for ever aban- 
^ 'doned!'* exclaimed Demetrius. " Go, 
** Marina," he continued, as he raifed her 
from the ground, yet ftill retained her hand 
ki bis sffdent grafp, *' go ! — but to the end 
«* of the ^o^ld will I purfue your footftbps. 
•* Whatever be your deftiny, it iball atib be 
'* mine. This is not the ravifjl of paffion, 
** but the language of reafon. What ha$ 
•* glory to offer in exchange for love? 
^ What are the loud plaudits of the «ul- 
•* dtude, when placed in competition with 
** the foft voSce of tendemefs ? What are 
^ the tumultuous joys of ambition ; — what 
•* 16 the cold triumph of gratified pride, com- 
^* pared wiA ^hofe fweet and penetrating 
•* emotions which the certainty of mutual 
*• atfe^on, of reciprocal confidence creates? 
^ Oh, Marina ! and would you then have 

*• left 
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^ left me to thos %fendid wr^tcbednaft^ m 
^^ move through life, ^ mikMring and im** 
^' loved?* Enough has the dreiam of great- 
" nefs and of glory akeady delude me; 
^ the phaAtoms have vaniflied benealb vxf 
^^ graip j — and that throae^Mrhofe poffeffion 
<< gratifies neither the mind^ the feeKngs, 
«* or the Xenfe^ is for ever abandoned/* 
He paufed — and gaze^ on Marina with 
mingkd love and hope. She feemed to 
ilruggle with the fofter feelings of her 
heaity as ihe repliecL 

^^Alas, Denudriusl foy what right is h 
^ abandoned f Oh! well indeed I fed 
*^ that bve would comjpenfisite the abfence of 
** all other hleffings! but is man at libertf 
^ to abandon, at wall, his ftation in fodety, 
^ a monarch, to reUnquiih insthrcme^^^ foi^ 
^ ihe gratificatkm of his feelings ?'' 

*^ Cruel Marina !'' ^Jccbinied Demo« 
^us, <' is this ilhe language of ^ heart? 
^^ Oh ! ycm have never ioved ;«^ou, who 
<« could coolly form and execute the re£b* 
^^ lution of abandoning me, have never 
I 2 '' lovedr 
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>^ loved !'' He relinqmflied her hand, and 
again a deep gloom overfpread his features.' 

<« Never loved I*' repeated Marina :— 
^ alas ! it is not my own happinefs I teek ; 
** I devote myfelf to jfour's ; but, oh ! do 
•* not mlftake the path which leads to it/* 

At this declaration his countenance was 
again illumined with tranfport: — he agsun 
approached Marina* 

' " 1 do not, cannot miftake the path which 
^ leads to it. In fecuring you, 1 fecure hap-i 
** pinefs. Come, come," he added, hn- 
patiently, *^ your afTurance cannot be te- 
" called: henceforth our deftinies are for 
•* ever united : come." — ^He appeared pre- 
pared to condud: her from the apartment. 

Marina, overpowered by the ardour of 
her tover*^ manner, abandoned herfelf to a 
belief that all refiftance would be vain. His 
wiU feemed to be that of fate ; and (he 
felt inclined to re^gn herfelf to its guidance. 
The Count perceived her hefitatipn^t and ad« 
vanced* 

**My 
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•* My deareft friends/* faid be, «« let mer' 
** entreat, as you value not only your fa-> 
•* ture happinefs, but your future re£titude^ 
«< to paufe a moment bef<H'e you adopt afiy 
** fixed refolution/' Denietrius threw on 
him a glance 4>f impatience. Marina caft 
her eyes on the grocmd, dreading to hear 
the voice of realbn — ^that voice which fhe 
knew would mna be in oppofidcm to that 
of inclination.^ The Count proceeded^- 
*^ Were you, my friends, two beings un- 
^f conneded with fodety i were there none 
*• wbofe fates were involved in yours— 
^^ none whofe happinefs depended upon you, 
« —.then indeed you might purfue, with« 
«< out a crime, your prefent inclinations; but 
'• you, Demetrius, who have been called to 
f * the firft great lot of human kind— you, 
** in whofe power it is to beftow felicity on 
** millions — ^you, on whofe will the wel£ire 
<< of an empire reds — ^is it poffible that you 
•* can efteem yourfelf entitled, at pleafure, 
** to abandon duties fo awful, — a ftation fo 
** important?'* 

I 3 Per- 
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P^eiving an air of ang0c and impatience 
Ml die maimer of Demetrius, the Count 
fttirfed not to hear his rej^y, but addrefle^ 
himfelf to Marina: infenfibfy bis accents 
foftened as he viewed her pallid cheek and 
dejefted air. ** Forgive me, lady, if to 
^ you I urge a parentis claim, as one which 
^^ cannot be ^Iputed. It was to the Czar 
** of Rnffia, that the Princefe of Sendomir 
^ was betrothed : it was to an Imperial 
*• monarchy not to a wandering exile, that 
<« the Palatine of Sendomir configned his 
^ daughter r-— judge then if that daughter 
*• have a right to difappoint the expeSar 
•* tions, to Waft the hopes^*— 

** Enough, enough !** interrupted the 
Princefs j •' there is but one path for me to 
V purine ; it is, indeed, the path of duty, 
•• but of mifery.** She funk on a feat, and 
concealed her face in her veil; but her 
tiling fobs betrayed the anguifh (he en- 
dured. 

Demetrius approached ; the expreffion of 
his countenance was remarkable,— to Count 

Wief. 
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Wiefhovitfld ^unintelligible. Neith^ the 
gloom of defpair darkened his eye^ or (he 
glow of refentment crimfoned \kh cheek ; 
^t a fmile, — almoft a fmile of triumph 
played on his lip: — it was the triumph of a 
decided mind, which felt that its own will 
wajs fuperior to oppofition. 

" Count Wiefnovhfki ! — Marina!*' — ^he 
faid, as he glanced alternately towards them; 
*' I have heard your decifions : now att^d 
** to mine. You, Count WiefnovitOci, rea^ 
*^ fon like one who knows not the ftruggles 
•* of paffion— -whofe heart has never owned 
'' the influence of love; and you, Marioa, 
*^ as one, whofe feelings, powerful as they 
** are, ar^ yet lefs powerful than your feafe 
** of duty ; — but /, as one whofe paffion^ 
*' are ftronger than reafon, whofe will, if it 
^^ cannot conquer^ will at lead contend with 
*' fate. Vain, oh, how vain ! to tell me of the* 
" claims of my fubjeds;-— to tell me that my 
" life muft be devoted to the promotion of 
" their welfare. My reafon, indeed, n^iy 
" urge the fame; but my heart revolts 
14 ** from 
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<« from the fentence. What ! fhall I fedk 
^^ to diffufe happinefs amongfl tbofey who 
•• have conligned me to mifery? Shall 
^ I fpread joy and gladnefs around me^* 
" while agony or defpair inhabit mine 
*^ own bread ? Such^ perhaps, might be 
*^ the condud of Count Wiefnovitlki j but 
^ fuch never can be the conduft of Deme- 
** trius. Deprive me of Marina, and you . 
** deprive me of virtue ; — you deprive me 
*' of .eyery motive to action : — life would 
*< lofe its charm, — glory its attraftion, — 
^^.goodnefs its reward. Remember that 
^ mine is no tranfient paifion, created by ca- 
^^ pricej and dependant on circumftance : 
^^ its birth formed a new asra in my ex- 
** iftence;— it ftimulated me to moral and 
** iiuelledual advancement ; it awoke me to 
«^ virtue, as well as to blifs : — each thought, 
** each hope, each aft, centered in it alone. 
*• And can you tamely bid me conquer 
•* fuch a paffion ? and conquer it for what ? 
" that I may hold a feeble fceptre, which 
^ my fubjeds may fway at inclination; 

«* that 
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** that I may be thfe titled puppet^ whofe 
** movements they might work at will! 
** Go, then, Marina !** he faid, turning to 
her } " if Count Wiefnovitfld's arguments 
** have prevailed, go : — but again I fey, I 
^^ will be the companion of your flightr 
<^ If the M^dering exile be not permitted 
** to Jhare your fete, he may at leaft attend 
** it : — if he dare not afpire to be the partner 
^^ of your fortunes, he may, at leaft, be 
" the fervant of your ftate/* 

The ftruggle between feeling and pride, 
iin the impetuous foul of Demetrius, im- 
peded bis further fpeech ; but his air, hia 
eye, his quivering lip, Ihewed the conflid 
be endured. . Count WiefnovitCki felt that 
all argument would indeed be vain. Ma- 
rina, trembHng, agitated, yet a fecret joy 
diffufing itfelf through her heart, at the 
bcilief that all oppofition to thewiOies of 
Demetrius would not only be cruel, but 
ineffedual, glancing her eye from him to 
the Count, faid, "Tell me— inftruft me 
15 " what 
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^* what path to purfue, what conduft to 
« adopt/' 

** Return with me to Mofcow/* faid De- 
metrius^ advancing, and firmly grafping her 
hmd : " r^um mth me to Mofcow. If 
•* we rauft not abandon oinr throne, let us 
•• be happy upon it. Banifh the ground- 
** lefe apprehenfions which hare occafioned 
** this flight. What is that you dread from 
^ the oppofition of my fobjefts ? BeKeve 
^* me, the murmurs of the multitude die 
^ away before the refiftance of a firm mind, 
•* as the force of the waves fpends itfelf in 
** vain againft the impenetrable rock.** 

He fpoke with a confidence which again 
awakened Marina to hope. She looked at 
Count Wiefnovitlki, as if to demand his 
opinion and advice. 

** If the Czar be, indeed, inacceffible to 
** reafon,*' —he faid, ** your return to Mof-^ 
** Cow is the only option that remains." 

He fpoke with evident regret and hefita- 
tion, but Marina, enraptured s^ receiving 

his 
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his (dx^ioato the condud ibfi fecmly d(x 
fired to adopt, remarked not the reludaoce 
wkh which this fan^n was accorded { .and 
forgetting the awful warning of the Czarina 
and herconfequent proroife, yielded to tb* 
de%bt of r^e£ting» that whatever D»%ht 
be the future misfortunes of Demetrius 2|n4 
berfelf, at leaft they would be ei^conntfred 
together } while the jpy and gratitude of 
Demetrius, at the affurance flie now gave 
him of abandofiing all idea of purfuing her 
flight, was unbounded. 

Count Wiefnovitfei beheld with an afto- 
niibment not nnmiKed with uneafmefss the 
total abfence of abrm and refle£Upo from 
the minds of the lovers : he could not com* 
prebend how, amidfl the dangers and dif- 
ficulties of their (ituation, they could thus 
refign themfelves to the influence of joy. 
He knew not that all fufferings appeared 
trivial, compared with thofe they had lately 
endured ; and that, at whatever price, the 
blifs of reunion was but cheaply pur« 
chafed. He now endeavoured to explain 
I 6 to 
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to Demetrius the condud: he was anxious 
for him to purfue. He advifed a& imme- 
diate return to Mofcow, if poffible, before 
dther his departure or that of the Princefs 
were known throughout the dty. •* If 
^^ indeed/' he continued, ^^ we can reach 
" Mofcow before the clofe of day, your 
^ abfence, if difcovCTed, may DEOt excite 
^* either furprife or fufpicion } but any lon- 
^^ ger delay would awaken conje&ure and 
** furprife, which it might be difficult to 
«« fatisfy." 

Neither Demetrius or Marina offered any 
opposition to this propofal, and the whole 
train was in a {h(»t period on its return to 
Mofcow. 



d by Google 



C i«i ) 



CHAP. J. 

« Btthold ^e Mack, ths gujltHX)nce»lii^ night 
« Fail clofes round. Wide thro* this ample palace 
« The lamps begin to fliine. \ The tempeft faUs- 
- The weary winds fink breathleTi . But who knows 
«* What fiercer tempeft yet may (hake the night?" 

Thompson's ji^amemnon. 
" From whence arifeth this? 
« Silence that dreadful bell ! If I once ftir, 
* Or Ho but lift this arm, the beft of vou 
« ShaU fink in my rebuke. Give me to know 
" How this foul rout begun." q^^^ 

gILENCE, as if by mutual confent, was 
preferved between the party as they 
proceeded on.therr rapid route to Mofcow. 
Marina, overcome by the various confliftg 
fee had endured, funk into a ftate of calm j 
but the calm was a delightful onej for the 
prefence of Demetrius feemed the affurance 
of fecurity and ^happinefs. The thoughts 
of the Count were wholly engroffed by 
devifing means to reconcile Demetrius with 
his fubjeas, and to avert the ftorm which 

he 
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he feared was impending ; and he was 
wholly unaware of the filence which pre* 
vailed. Demetrius indeed wifhed to in- 
terrupt it ; but the prefenqe of his friend 
impofed a reftraint on the expreffion of 
thofe feelings, he longed to addrefs to 
Marina. 

As they approached within fight of Mof- 
cow, a fudden recolleaion of all the fuf- 
ferings fhe had endured there, a fudden 
dread of thofe flie might yet have to un- 
dergo, and, above all, a fudden remem- 
brance of the Czarina's prophetic warning, 
ruihed upon the mind of Marina; but the 
next moment were banilhed thence, by be- 
holding the countenance of Demetrius illu- 
mined wich a bright Q^Qex of furprife and 
joy. She gazed around to difcover its 
caufe, and perceived a party of Coflfacks 
. approaching them^. 

" Welcome, my friend Kofenka ! wd- 
*^ come my brave fellqw warriors T' ex- 
claimed the Czar, as the carriage flopped, 
while the Qoflacks eagerly furrounded it» 

every 
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every gefture expi-eflkig tlie delight they 
experienced at again behoJding their loved 
commander, their refpeded monarch ; and 
Demetrius refigned Wmfelf to that pleafure 
fa exquifitc, but fo rare, of receiving the 
expreffions of artlefs and unaduhera^ 
affedion. 

ITie Czar, howevar, after the firft greet- 
ings had been exchanged between them, 
recolleding the peculiarity of his fituation 
and that of the Prmcefs, requefted Count 
Wiefnovitlki to fuperintend the accommo- 
dation of the troops in the different quarters 
of the city; and, after delivering fome 
orders to Ko&nka, bade both his friaids 
farewell,and commanded the carriage^ which 
now contained only the Princefs and himfelf, 
to proceed towards the Kremlin. When 
they reached the hapeml palace, Marina: 
heikated whether to defcendj but Deme- 
trius, apparently without remarking her in- 
deciiion, bore her from the carriage, and 
harried her forward till they reached a dif- 
tant apartment. 

The 
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The guards and attendants of the Czar, 
who had been greatly alarmed at his long 
abfence, and vfete now equally furprifed 
at bis return, accompanied by the Princefs 
of Sendomir, interrogated on the fubjed 
the faithful Poles who had accompanied 
them} but Demetrius had engaged them 
to fecrecy, and the curiofity of the Ruffians 
remained unfadsfied. 

Demetrius, when alone with Marina^ 
after a paufe of fome length, in which he 
appeared hefitating in what terms to addrefi 
her, faid, 

** Marina! you have but now given mie 
" a teftimony of aflfeftion, which has ex- 
*^ cited my admiration, no lefs than it has 
^* increafed my love ; yet deem it not an 
** ungenerous encroachment on this aflFec- 
*• tion, if I demand a yet further proof of 
*^ it. This night — this hour — let our def- 
** tinies be irrevocably united." 

Marina fhurted — the deepeft crimfon for 
one moment fuffufed her cheek, but the 
next beheld her the image o£ death : for a 

fudden 
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fudden remembrance of the Czarina's fo- 
lemn declaration, " That the firft moment 
^ that beheld a Czar of Ruffia united toa 
" foreign Princefs, would behold his de- 
*' ftruSion,'* ruflied upon her mind, and 
fee fhrunk from the touch of Demetrius, 
who had taken her hand and prefled it 
fervently within his, as he gazed with a 
mingled expreffion of hope, love, and 
anxiety upon her varying countenance. 
The excefs of her emotion furprifed, but 
did not prevent him from purfuing his 
requefl:. He urged that a ftep thus dedfive 
would eflfeftually prevent the further inter- 
ference of his fubjeSs : he urged it as the 
fuggeftion of his reafon, no lefs than the 
wifh of his heart. 

«* My fubjeds," faid he, ** now behold 
" you as the Princefs of Poland with jea- 
** loufy and diftruft ; but they will regard 
" you as the Czarina of Ruflia with refpett 
'* and confidence. Yet even (hould tbefe 
" hopes prove delufive,do you not feel with 
^^ me that all fu£ferings can be braved but 

« that 
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^^ that of Reparation? that all dangers can 
" be encountered if they be encountered 
^^ together?. Oh, my Marina! place it 
" ' then beyond the power of roan — of fate 
" — again to difunite us !*' He paufed -— 
his ardent manner, fo calculated to banifli 
appreh^ifion wd awaken hope, revived the 
drooping fpirits of Marina^ Her promife to 
the Czailnna was again forgotten : her hearty 
foftened by all the firuggles fhe had fo lately 
aidured, yielded to a tide of tender emotions, 
—yielded to the pleadings of Demetrius* 
He percaved the confenting glance of her 
eye, and, preffing her hand fervently to his 
lq)s, without waiting to hear her confirm a 
confent, her manner had already implied, 
bidding her prepare for his fpeedy return, 
quitted the apartment. 

The ideas, which fucceffively floated 
acrofs the mindj the emotions which fuc- 
ceffively throbbed in the breaft, of Marina, 
as flie awaited the return of Demetrius, were 
too various, too fluAuating to be defined. 
Short W2« the interval allowed for their 

^ duration. 
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^ura&>n. Demetrius re-entered the apart- 
ment, his countenance beaming with love, 
and hope, and gratitude. He feized the 
hand of 'Marina,'and fwiftly conducted her 
through a long vaulted gallery to a diitant 
and unfrequented fuite of apartments, one 
of which had formerly been appropriated 
to offices of devotion. In this was a tem- 
porary altar, near which flood the Catholic 
Prieft, who had accompanied the Princefs 
to Mofcow. Demetrius led Marina towards 
the altan The rapid flufkuations of her 
expreffion, which combined at once the 
vivid beams of hope with the fofter rays of 
modefty, the " light of love" which was 
diffufed over her countenance, rendered 
toer more exquifitely beautiful than Deme- 
trius had ever yet beheld her. 

The prieft advanced— he commenced the 
ceremony; — and the flow andfplemn tones 
of his voice, interrupting the ftilbiefs, and 
reverberating through the vaulted chamber, 
excited an emotion of awe in the mind of 
Marina : yet as he advanced through that 

facred 
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facred fervice which in the eyes of God and 
of man was to wnite them for ever, — the 
thoughts of both were concentrated on thai 
alone ; the hearts of both throbbed in tmi- 
fon, as they felt that the duties it impofed 
were not lefs delightful than they were im- 
portant. But thofe thoughts fo elevated, — 
thofe feelings fo fweet,— that fervfce fo fo- 
lemn, — were fuddenly interrupted by the 
de^ rollings of the KremUn bell : — that bell, 
never founded but on occafions of awful 
import, now vibrated on their eai*s, like the 
fudden burft of fubterranean thunden The 
prieft abruptly paufed^—and gazed in con- 
fternation on the Czan 

*^ Proceed !** exclaimed Demetrius im- 
patiently. *'. Oh, no, no !** faid Marina, en^ 
deavouring to free her hand from the grafp 
of his, as fhe recollefted the Czarina's pro- 
phetic declaration, " that dreadful found 
" forbids it.'* 

« That found fliall be filenced ;'* re- 
plied Demetrius, ** or I (hall be no longer 
" the Soverdgn of Ruffia^" His indig- 
nant 
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BaiK glaace fought his fabre, which pre- 
vioufly to the commencement of the nuptial 
ceremohyi he had detached from his 
girdle. 

** Oh, go not hence," exclaimed Marina. 
<< It is the token of rebellion ! It is the 
« fignaiofdeftruaionr* 

** Better, then, bravely to encounter than 
^ tamely await it," replied Demetrius. 

" Affift me ! Oh, affift me to detain him, 
" father !'* faid Marina, tumrag to addrefs 
the prieft, — but he had vaniftied from the 
fpot, — and the Czar and Princefs were 
adone in the apartment. 

The great bell ftill continued its awful 
toUings; — a confufed tumult was heard 
throughout the palace. 

" Oh, leave me not !" exclaimed Mariiia, 
as half fainting with terror ihe clung for 
Aipport to the arm of Demetrius. His 
rage and indignation were now converted 
into tendemefs and alarm : he endeavoured 
to re-affure her j he watched with extreme 
folicitudethe variations of her countenance ; 

he 
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he befought bar toxakn ha- dreadful agka-« 
tbn ; and, thus employed, heeded not the 
encreafed and now approaching tumult. 
*^ They come, oh. Heaven they come!*' 
exclaimed Marma, fuddenly regaming fome 
degree of ftrength, and involuntarily pre- 
cipitating herfelf towards the altar, as if for 
fecunty. Demetrhis feized his fword^ and 
placed hinlfelf befide her, in an attitude of 
defence. The tremendous uproar now re- 
founded on every fide — the door was fud- 
denly burft open, and a promifcuous and 
enraged multitude ruihed into the chamber. 
For a moment all was difcord, clamour, and 
confufion : but the fight of the Czar, his 
noble afpe£i: and commanding attitude feem- 
ed to infpire a feeling of refpeS: ; while the 
view of the Princefe. who had now proftrated 
herfelf at thefbot of the altar, as if to implore 
that mercy from Heaven, which feemed to b^ 
denied by man, excited an emotion of pity< 
Some appearance of Order was now aflumod 
by the multitude : they ranged them- 
felves around the apartment, and formed a 

circle 
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circle completely inveftmg Demetrius and 
Marina. Into the centre of this circle, 
Prince Vaffili, bearing a crofs in one hand 
and a Tword in the other, now advanced, 
and placing himfelf immediately oppofite 
Demetrius, thus addreffed him. 

•* I cite you, by this fymbol of our 
^ holy religion, Gregory Oftrepiof, who 
•* have affumed the name of Demetrius * 
** Ivanovitch, and, under this name, have 
** been elevated to the throne of Ruffia, to 
** anfwer before the tribunal of juftice, for 
^ thofe crimes which you have committed 
•* againft it.*' The Prince paufed— and 
turning to the guards, who had atten4ed 
him, commanded them to fecure the perfon 
of the ufurper. They advanced a few paces 
towards Demetrius, but he waved his arm 
as if to command them away; they re- 
treated, notwithftanding the reiterated orders 
of Prince VaiBli. They perceived that De- 
metrius was preparing to addrefs them, and 
were more anxious to hear his defence, than 
to fecure his perfon. It might be deemed 

that 
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that the impetuous foul of Dbmetrius wouM 
hare been fired wkh mdignation, and be* 
trayed into paffion, at fuch an infulting ap^ 
pealy fuch a darmg acculation : butrefent;' 
ment, when accompanied with profound 
contempt, is always externally calm ; and 
contempt was the predominating feeling in 
the mind of Demetrius, as his eye, keen, pe* 
netrating, determined, met the undaunt- 
ed gaze of Prince Vaffili ; of him, whofe 
life he had preferved, whofe crimes he had 
pardoned, whofe friendfhip he had fought. 
Difdaining to make any appeal to his feel- 
ings, or his gratitude ; difdsdning even to 
confider him in any other light than as 
the* medium through which the opinion 
of the Ruflians was made known, Deme- 
trius, in a voice loud yet temperate, calm 
yet determined, replied : 

" To obey fuch an appeal would equally 
" difgrace myfelfj as to have made it has 
" diflionoured you* I am Demetrius Ivano- 
*^ vitch, the fame Demetrius whom but a 
" few moxiths fince the people of Ruffia 
2 hailed 
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«< hailed with one accord as the lawful fo« 
** vereign of their empire. My claims were 
*^difciofed and admitted; — my title de- 
" dared and acknowledged. — From what 
" csmfe then proceeds this fudden re- 
" volution of opinion ? What pro®fs caa 
" you produce in fupport of an accufation 
" not lefs daring than it is extravagant ?'* 

The manner of Denietrius was more dif- 
paffionate than Prince Vaffili had expeSed ; 
but his apprehenfions for Marina^ and anxiety 
to fecure her from further alarm, rendering 
it the Czar's firft wilh to fr^e her from 
the prefence of the multitude, enchained 
the natural expreffions of his feelings. 
" Rather/' Prince Vaffili replied, " than 
" demand from us the caufe of this accufa- 
** tion, acquaint us with the evidence of 
*> your boafted claims : true, indeed, they 
" have been affirmed by yourfelf, propa* 
" gated by your friends, fupported by your 
" fword ; bjat where are thofe proofs that 
^* fhould conjirm them ? Where are the wit- 
** nefles noticed in your manifefto ? Where 
"are thofe teftimonies which, if produced, 
" VOL. II. K " would 
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« would indee J eftablifh them ?'* A fmile 
of iriaKcious triumph played on the lips of 
Prince VaffiH, as he concluded this addrefs, 
which conveyed the pang it was intended to, 
the heart of Demetrius. He had at firft re- 
garded the charge as unpremeditated and 
ibfurd, the futile attempt of a faftion, 
which threatened what it could not execute^ 
but he now beheld it in a more alarming 
Kght } he faw that the plot was deeply laid ; 
he knew that the demands made appeared 
reafonable j and he felt they could not be 
anfwered. Where now indeed was Koflof 
the fugitive j where now was the faith'- 
ful Galitzin ; where now was the prior of 
St. MichaePs convent ? As thefe reflexions 
wpidly recurred, his eye, caft down in ^ 
thought, gave an expreflion to his counte- 
nance which by the Ruffians was miftaken 
for that of dejeftion and alarm. It feemed 
to infpire them with courage ; and the Pa- 
iriarch, who had been hitherto concealed 
amidfl Prince VaiEU's guards, now ad« 
iranced. 

^ Ruffians,^ 
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" Ruffians/* faid he, ^* you perceive that 
" the impoftor attempts not to refute tho 
" accufation alledged agamft him. How^ 
*^ indeed, can he, who has defpifed the 
" moft folemn ordinances of our holy reli*^ 
** gion, who has negleded the long eftab* 
*' lifhed cuftoms of our country, who is, in 
•* fine, on the point of cfpoufing a Catholic 
^ princefs ;" and he glanced his eye towards 
the pale and trembling Marina j " bow can 
^ he he defcended from the ancient fove- 
•' reigns of the empire ?" " No, no ]'* ex* 
claimed the Ruffians^ inflamed by this ad- 
drefs, ^^ No ! he is not our fovereign, he is 
" not the fon of Ivan VaffiKevitch.*' They 
rafted tumuhuotdly towards him. Marina^ 
uttering a fhriek of defpair, attempted to in- 
terpofe between Demetrius and his enraged 
fubjeds J but her fenfes failed, and fhe fell 
pnrilraise at the foot of the altar. The fight 
appeared to infpire the Ruffians with com- 
paffiod, and they hefitated: while Deme*^ 
trius, wholly regardlefe of their movements, 
taifed Marina in his arms, and, finding 
K 2 his 
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his attempts to recover her prove inef- 

fedual, 

. ** Barbarians !" he faid, turning fiercely 

towards them, *^ behold the deftrtidUon 

** you have eflPefted.*' 

This addrefs renewed their rage, and thejr 
again approached him. 

*^ OflF,oflF," he exclaimed, ^^youaremj 
^ fubjeds, and as fuch do I command you 
^ « hence." 

** Secure him," faid Prince Vaffili to his 
guards, " fecure the traitor.** 

^« Traitor!'* repeated Demetrius, as he 
fixed upon the Rrince his awful and accufing 
eye; *' traitor 1** but ftruck with the idea 
of the danger to which his impetuoiity would 
expofe, not only himfelf, but Marina, he 
endeavoured to conamand the tumult of his 
ibul, a^ he iaid^ 

** Ruffians,— -countrymen, — ^for one mo- 
*^ ment at leaft accord me your attentbn/' 
They appeared inclined to obey this requeft, 
lK>ugh their hands ftiil brandiihed their 

Xabres^ 
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febres, though their menacing glances were 
ilili fixed upon his countenance. 

" I grant/' refumed Demetrius, in a 
voice rendered tremulous by contending 
paffions, ^^ I grant that it is not in^my power 
'* to produce the proofs you demand of my 
^ Imperial lineage. .Thofe who bore 
** teftitnony to the truth of my claims, when 
^ laid before the diet of Poland, are no 
^ longer in exiflence j— -but one witnefs yet 
^^ remains/' and hk voice aiCumed nu>re 
firmnefs as he proceeded, *" one witnefs yet 
*^ remains, whofe evidence will not be 
^ difputed. The Czarina Feodorofna— 
** you have beheld her on the throne of 
.** RufEa; have feen her brave a tyrant's 
** rage ; — think you then fhe is likely to be 
*^ deceived or fubomed by an impoftor? 
*^ You once beheld her welcome, and 
** acknowledge me as her fon, and to her 
** teftimony I agjun appeal." 

He ceafed : — >aconfufed tumult was heard 

throughout the chamber. Prince VafEli and 

the Patriarch loudly declaimed againft fuch 

K3 an 
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in ai^jeal ; but they were overpowered by 
the opinions of the multitude, who, ranging 
themfelves round Demetrius, declared they 
would proteft him from all injury, unlefs 
the Czarina Feodorofna formally renounced 
bim as her fon. At this unexpeded decla- 
ration, Prince Vaffili and the Patriarch 
propofed that they fhould repair to the* 
Czarina, and receive her tefliraony j but 
Demetrius urgently entreated them to con- 
^u& her to the Kremlin. Without replying 
to this requeft, they departed^ accompanied 
by all the nobility j — and Demetrius and 
Marina remained encircled by a promifcuous 
multitude, who regarded them with a ftrangc 
mixture of curiofity, ferocioufnefs, and pity. 
Alternately inclined to confider Demetrius 
as their lawful Czar, or as a defpicable im-< 
poftor, their manner and countenances 
varied with their opinions, which were 
communicated in half-whifpers to each other* 
During this interval fo pregnant with 
terror, fo full of expedation, Marina reco- 
vered her recoUedion. When, fhe unclofed 

her 
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her eyes, and found herfelf fupported m 
the arms of Demetrius, whom fhe had 
believed facrificed to the fiiry of the mul* 
titude, a half fmile played on her pale lips ; 
but when fhe beheld the dark and rugged 
coimtenances around her, fhe fbuddered, 
and again clofed them with an emotion of 
horror, Demetrius, in a low voice, briefly 
explained the appeal he had made to the 
teftimony of his mother, and exprefled htt 
convidion that the prefence and declaration 
of the Czarina would both diveft his futjeds 
of their fufpicions, and free themfelvesfrom 
any further appreb^fUiohs. 

Demetrius, aware of his* impetuc^ty, 
dared not addrefs the furrounding multitude^ 
left he ihould be induced to betray a refent- 
ment, which might fatally excite theirs ia 
leturn i and his anxiety for the fafety of 
Marina taught him to bend his, hitherto, 
inflexible fdul to the yet more inflexible will 
of fate. In this ftal^ of fufpenfe they had 
remained a conikierable period, when the 
voices of Prince Vaflili and the Patriarch, in 
K 4 loud 
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loud and eameft difcourfe, were heard,' as 
they proceeded along the gallery which con^ 
dufted to the apartment. — All eagerly 
direfted their glances towards its entrance j 
and the heart of Marina funk within her, 
and the eye of Demetrius kindled with in- 
dignation, as he beheld them return unac* 
companied by his mother. 

** Where is the Czarina Feodorqfna ?** 
he loudly demanded. 

** It was her tejiimony^ and not her pre^ 
^^ fence^ which wa3 required," faid Prince 
Vaffili, ** nor would the one be more 
** favourable to your caufe than the other.** 
** Ruffians,^ continued he, turning to the 
eagerly expe£Kng multitude, ** I folemnly 
** affirm that, in the prdTence of your holy 
** Patriarch, and thefe nobles of your en>- 
** pire, the Czarina Maria Feodorofha de- 
^^ pofed that the real Demetrius was fl^, 
*' when an infant, at Uglitz ; that terror 
** alone had induced her to acknowledge, 
•* as her fon, the im'poftor before you, whofe 
** repeated nlenaces had compelled her to 

** make 
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*' make a declaration (he was now prepared 
*« to retraft." Prince Vaffili was fcarcely 
permitted to conckde this fpeech, before 
the en/aged and credulous multitude once 
more rufhed towards Demetrius : — Marina 
again funk lifelefs on his breads 

** Spare her ! Oh, fpare her !*'— exclaimed 
the Czar, as he found his encircling arms 
would not be a fufficient defence againft the 
fabres which affailed them. At this fearful 
moment, the well-known war-cry of the 
Coflacks was heard. The Hetman Kofanka^ 
and Count Wiefnovitfki, followed by a 
numerous train, poured into die apartment. 
Adreadfukonflia enfued: — like the heavings 
of a dark tempeftuous fea, were the fierce 
ftruggles of the clofely-pent warriors. 
Shouts, groans^ founds of triumph or of 
defpair re-echoed around. 

Count WiefhovitjDki's firft anxiety was to 
refcue Marina from this fcene of terror. 
He difcovered her, encircled by the Czar's 
left arm, while in the other gleamed his 
nplifted fisJjre, whofe rapid and powerful 
K 5 movements 
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hiovcments warded off the ftrokes of hk 
ftflailants. The Coiint forced his way to^ 
wards them. Demetrius perceived him. 
•* Save her/' wais all he cotild fay, as h^ 
i'eiigned Marina to his friend. Count Wief« 
hovitiki made no reply, but fuftaining het 
lifelefs form in his firm grafpi bore her 
in fafety through the cla(hing fwords ; for 
the Ruffians almoft ihitindively gave way at 
ills approach. 

Without paufing foi a moment, the 
Count purfued his way tepidly from the 
|)alace, through the dmoft deferted ftreet* 
x)f Mofcow, to that quarter of the city in- 
habited by the Pole& Inftantly fummibning 
and haflily acquainting them with the dan«» 
ger of the Czar and Princefs, he com- 
!manded {ame of the trsun to depart unme«- 
diateiy with the Princefs towards the fron*- 
tiers, and the remainder to return with him 
to the J^remlin. They obeyed j and Count 
"Wiefnovitlki, with a rapidity equal to tnat 
with which he had quitted it, again fought 
ike Imperial palace^ The turaiilt feemed 

to 
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to have abated ; — ^the Count fcarcely kiiew 
whether to confider this as a £ivQurable or 
alarming circumflance. A few favage and 
blood-ftained countenances gleamed paft 
him, as he riiflied rapidly through the long 
gallery which led to the apartment he had 
fo lately quitted. All now was fileat : ---^a 
dreadful alarm, — an oppreffiveapprehenfloii, 
took poffeffion of* his foul. He paufed, — as 
if to recover refpiration, — before he dared 
to re-enter the portal. At length he fum- 
moned x'efolution to advance j and his eye 
haftily and fearfully glanced over the horrid 
fcene : — a fcene he hfeid indeed often wit- 
nefled upon the field of battle^ but never in 
the abode of man. 

In the midft of mangled bodies, in the 
midft of the dying and the dead, he per- 
ceived the Hetman Kofanka kneeling be- 
fide a figure, which he inftantly recognifed 
as that of the Czar's. He ruflied forward^ 
he raifed the hand of his friend in his ; — ^but 
the touch of that hand was cold as death j 
he gazed at his countenance, — but it was 
K 6 pale 
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pale and fixed as monumental marble; be 
endeavoured to difcover fome veftiges of 
^lifey fome fymptoms of refpiration, — but no 
Veftige, no fymptom could be perceived: 
be looked on his numerous wounds, — and 
ihuddered, as the dreadful . convidion was 
impofed upon his heart, that Demetrius was 
indeed no more. 
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CHAP. XI. . 

•* How like a hateful ape 
« DeteAed, grinning, 'midft his pilfer'd hoards, 
** A cunning man appears, wbofe fecret frauds 
*' Are openM to the day ! fcorn'd, hooted, mock'd ! 
«* Scorn'd by the very fools who moft admir'd 
** His worthless art. But when a giieat mind falli, 
*' The noble nature of man*s generous heart 
** Doth bear him up amklft the (hame of ruin ; 
<* With gentle cenfure, ufing but his faults 
** As modeft means to introduce his praile; 
** For pity like a dewy twilight comes 
** To clofe th'opprefllive fplendour of his day, 
^ And they who but admir'd him at his height, 
** His alterM ftatt lament, and love him Men !'* 

tBAIXLJE*S.9<z/!/. 

TTHE entrance of the Princefs of Sendo- 
mir* into the empire of RufEa, had de- 
cided the fate of its fovereigd. From this 
period the confpiracy, which terminated in 
his deftrudion^ had been concerted, and 
Prince Vaffili had only delayed its im- 
mediate execution in order to enfure its final 
fuccefs. 

The opinion, that the Czar was an im- 
poflor had been induftriouily propagated, 

and 
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and generally believed throughout Ruflia ; 
and although Prince Vaflili availed himfelf 
of the accidental concurr^iceof the Coffacks' 
arrival, with the abrupt departure of Deme- 
trius from the capital, and fubfequent re- 
turn with the Princefs, and a Polifli train, 
to haften the moment of infurredion, 
thefe events did not occafion it. The 
Prince inflamed the minds of the people, by 
aflerting, that the Czar's intention was to 
fliut the gates of the city, maffacre thofe 
amongfl the RuiCan nobles and citizens 
who had oppofed his union with the Prin- 
cefs of Sendomir, and then publicly folem- 
nize his nuptials. The people too eafily 
credited thefe aflertions, and feizing the 
ftrft weapons which prefented themfelves, 
rufhed tumultuoufly towards the palace, 
where their dreadful purpofe was fatally 
^ecuted. 

Prince Vaflili no fooner beheld Deme- 
trius fall beneath the ftrokes of his numer- 
ous affailants, than he withdrew his troops 
from the Imperial palace, in order to fecure 

the 
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the avenues leading to the city, and poiTefs 
himfelf of its principal forts. Having fuc^ 
ceeded in this defign, with deliberate fero- 
city, he commapded a general maflacre 
both of the Poles and Coflfacks. His orders 
were obeyed j and a fcene^ painful to de- 
fcribe, or to imagine, enfued. Ahhough 
this ftate of anarchy and confufion lafted 
only ten hours, more than ten thousand 
perfons periflied in the conflidl. The fcenc 
was finally clofed, by the eleftion of Prince 
Vaffili Shuifki to the Imperial throne : but 
the triumph of the murderer was incom* 
j)lete ; for Count Wiefnovitfld had efcaped 
his power* 

Over the body of Demetrius the Hetman 
Kofanka and Count Wiefnovitfki ex* 
changed the mutual vow to purfue with 
fure, determined, unrelenting vengeance, 
him who bad effe£led his deftrudion. They 
knew that immediate revenge was not in 
their power (for the comparative fmall 
numbei- of Poles and Coffacks forbade the 
liope of fuccefeful refiftance), and they 

perceived 
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perceived that prefent flight would alone 
effedually fecure future triumph. At 
the head of a fmall band they forced 
their paflage through the guards ftationed 
at one of the city gates ; and purfuing their 
way rapidly towards the frontiers^ reached 
Poland in fafety. 

The dreadful intelligence they conveyed 
fpread horror and difmay throughout the 
kingdom ; for few of its natives were- there 
who wept not, amongft the viftims of Prince 
Vaflili's ferocity, the death of a kinfman or 
a friend. The fpirit of revenge breathed 
throughout the land. Infpired by one fen- 
timent, aSuated by one defire, an army of 
Poles, under the command of Count Wief- 
novitfld, again advanced to the frontiers of 
RufHa, Its progrefs was refifllefs as 
terrible; its fuccefs rapid as decifive; 
and the imperial city, which had fo 
lately beheld the entire though tem- 
porary extinftion of the Polilh power, 
again fubmitted to its influence. Ck)unt 
Wiefhovitflci and the Hetman Kofanka en- 
tered 
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tered Mofcote as conquerors: but, Prince 
Vaffili Shuifki was no longer its fovereign. 
The Ruffians, when recovered from the 
temporary frenzy which his reprefentations 
had excited, began to regret its effefts. 
The errors of Demetrius were forgotten in 
his fate j while his generofity and clemency 
were ftrongly contrafted with the unre*- 
lenting fternnefs of their prefent Czar. 
Thofe who had already dared to aflaffinate 
a lawful fovereign, did not long hefitate to 
depofe a tyrannical ufurper. ~ , 

Within a fhort period after his ele&ion 
to the throne. Prince Vaffili was precipi- 
tated from it, and confined in the nionaftery 
of Pohndof. There he was vifited by 
Count Wiefnovitiki ; the warrior's helmet 
was exchanged for the monkiih cowl ; and 
his expreffion of favage triumph converted to 
one of fuUen defpair; but his heart was 
flill unchanged ; that was now equally ia- 
acceffible to remorfe and repentance, as it 
had formerly been to gratitude and mercy. 
Count Wiefnovitiki Ihuddered as he gazed 

upon 
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Ruffians readily confented to deU?er then: 
late Czar into the power of the Poles j and 
the Count then proceeded to vifit upon the 
other enemies of his friend the crimes they 
had committed againft him. 

The Patriarch was compelled to refigft 
his high office ; 'iuid both the Princefs Irene 
and her mother, who had beea inftrumental 
in increafing the popular difcontent, were 
placed in a convent, and obliged to affume 
the veil. TheCount likewife fought the unfor- 
nate Czarina Feodorofua, but fhe ws^ no 
kmger in exiftence. The intelligence of her 
ion's aflaffination(for her fuppofed depofition 
•was an entire fabrication of Prince Vaflili's), 
had, at firft, deprived her of reafon ; and, 
after languifliing fome time, alternately the 
viatim of madnefs or defpair, fhe was finally 
releafed from a fcene which, to her, had long 
been a fcene of fuffering. 

The pangs of jealoufy and remorfe, the 
'^^ggles of reafon and paffi<Mi, the alterna- 
tions of hope and fear, may be defcribed; 

but 
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but who can paint the cold unvarying feel- 
ings of defpair ; — that night of the foul, 
uncheared by any hope, except the hope 
of death ? Who can paint the grief which 
took poffeffion of Marina's mind from the 
period when (he recovered to a fenfe of her 
misfortunes? Immured in the profound 
retirement of her father's caftle, it was long 
before (he could admit even Count Wiefno- 
vitfki to an interview : but on his return from 
Ruffia, with his captive Prince Vaffili, fhe 
confented to fee him. On his entrance 
into her apartment, flie extended her hand 
in filence towards him ; he raifed it to hfe 
lips, and the tear which bedewed it, con- 
veyed a mingled emotion of anguifli and 
gratitude to the heart of the Princefs. 

From this period, the convidion that the 
murderer of his monarch had met his due 
reward, that each day was advancing the 
approach of that period which would unite 
her for ever to Demetrius, produced a de- 
gree of compofure in the mind of the Prin- 
cefs, which enabled her to perform thofe 

focial 
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fecial arid relative duties her religion en*^ 
joined. But when, deceived by this exter- 
nal tranquillity, her father and her fKends 
united in urging her to appear again in 
thofe fcenes which her prefence had for- 
merly irradiated, the fudden change in her 
manner, the expreffion of anguifh which 
inftantly overfpread her countenance, the 
firmnefs with which fhe perfifted Jn her re^ 
fufal, convinced them, that her's was in- 
deed ^ a grief which knew not confola- 
•* tion's name/^ 

In contemplating the fate of Demetrius, 
we contemplate the fate of genius undirefted 
by judgment, untaught by experience j — we 
behold the career of one, whofe progrefs, 
had he pofleffed but the common virtjiies of 
humanity, by diflfufing happinefs around, 
would have refembled riie river's fruitful 
courfe, inftead of its fearful inundation. 
But in furveying the errors of genius, . let it 
ever be remembered, that with the pof- 
feilion of ftronger intelleft, are alfo com- 
bined fenfations more exquifiie, — feelings 

more 
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more acute, — paffions more impetuous j — 
that while the former places its pofleffor 
above the level of his fellow-creatures, the 
latter makes it indeed a dangerous, and too 
often fatal pre-eminente. 
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APPENDIX. 

Injlead of giving Notes on the Hijiorical 
Parts of this Romance^ the Author has fub^ 
joined the entire Narrative of the Reign and 
Adventures of Demetrius ^ as related by Coxi 
in his '' Travels in RuJ/tar 

« TVAN Vaffilievitch H. left two ^ons, 
Feodor, who fucceeded to the throne, 
and Demetrius, an infant, who was educated 
at Uglitz, under the care of his mother the 
Czarina Maria Feodorofna,and in the eighth 
year of his age was faid to have been af* 
faffinated by order of Boris Godonof. The 
real circumftances of this aflaffination being 
purpofely withheld from the public, are 
▼arioufly ' related ; and the following parti- 
culars are alone unqueftionable. A body, 
flippofed to be that t>f the young Prince, 
was found weltering in its blood ; and cer- 
liin perfons, confidered as the aifafCns, were 

inftantlj 
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inftantly put to deatfi by the inhabitants. of 
Uglitz. The account of the cataftrophe 
being tranfmitted to Mc^cow^ Boris Godo- 
nof, after circulating a report that Deme* 
metrius had, in a fit of phrenzy, put a 
period to his own life, difpatched hi$ crea< 
tures Vaffili Shuiiki and Cletchnin, to in- 
quire into the circumftances of his death. 
Having examined the body of the deceafecJi 
they declared it to be that of Demetrius 
and confirmed the report. MariaFeodorofi:ia, 
accufed of grofs inattention to her fon's 
lecurity, was compelled to afTume the veil, 
and confined in a convent; many inhabitants 
of Uglitz, who fpoke freely concerning the 
murder, were capitally puniflied j fome were 
imprifoned, and others banifhed* 

" Boris Godonof managed thi$ hoirid 
tranfadion with fu(^h art and fecrecy, that 
fcarcely any fufpicions were entertaii^ 
againft him, until, thirteen yeare after, a per- 
son made his^ppearance under the nam^ of 
Demetrius : he declared that bis mother, 
fufpicious of the attempts againft her fon's 

Ufe, 
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life, had riemoved him from Uglitz, and 
fubftkuted another child, who was aflaffin- 
ated ift his place ; and that^ bemg educated 
in a convent, and concealed from theknow- 
lege of his perfecutors, he had efcaped from^ 
Ruffia into Poland. Being there admitted 
into the fervice of Wiefnovitfei, a Pole of 
great diftindion, he difcovered himfelf to 
that nobleman, who warmly efpoufed his 
caufe. Boris Godonof, having received in- 
telligence of this unexpeded claimant, dif* 
feminated a report, that the impoftor, who 
affumed the name of Demetrius, was a monk 
ftyled Gregory or Gri&a Otrepief j and 
fpared neither threats nor bribes to obtain 
poffeffion of his perfon. When thefe expe- 
dients failed of fuccefs, he difpatched his 
emifferies into Poland to aflafSnate him. 

" Wiefiiovitiki, alarmed for the fafety of 
his fugitive, recommended him to the pro- 
te£Kon of the fenator George Mniihek, 
Palatine of Sendomir, a noblqjian of great 
confequence in Poland. Demetrius, being 
acknowlegfed by him the rightful heir 
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of the Ruffian throne, was foon afterwards 
betrothed in marriage to the Palatine's 
daughter Marina ; and i^ the beginning of 
1603, was introduced to Sigifmund III. 
King of Poland. Being admitted to a public 
audience before the diet, he excited the 
coinpaffiitt ^f the aflembly by the affefting 
manner in which he related his adventures ; 
and though Sigifmund and the diet regretted 
that the fituation of then: country prevented 
them from openly feconding his pretenfions, 
yet they teftified the moft cordial attachment 
to his interefts, and laid no prohibition ou 
thofe nobles who might be difpofed to en- 
gage in his fupport. By the affiftance of 
his two patrons, Wiefnovitiki and the Pala- 
tine of Sendomir, Demetrius entered^Ruffia 
in the month of Augult 1604^ at the head 
of 4000 Poles ; and being foon joined by 
many Ruffians, particularly by the Coflacks 
of the Don, advanced almoft without oppo* 
i^fi^n to Novogorod Severlkoi, and routed 
iiWDecember an army of 40,000 men j but 
was not long afterwards defeated with great 
VOL. II. L ilaughter, 
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flaughter, by Prince Vaffili Shuilki, geno^ 
of Boris Godonof. Eight thoufand of bis 
followers were either killed or taken pri- 
jbners, and all his artillery and colours fell 
into the hands of the enemy ; his horfe was 
wounded under him, and he himfelf efcaped 
with difficulty. • ofstiTwn; 

*^ This overthrow occafioned the defec- 
tion of the Poltfli troops'; imd ttemetrius 
himfelf, difmayed with his lofs, would have 
retreated precipitately into Poland, had he 
not been diflliaded by the importunities of 
his Ruffian adherents ; many of whom be- 
Keved him to be the true Demetrius, and 
all dreaded the Vengeance of Boris Go- 
donof. Overcoftie by their entreaties, he 
continued his march, and, notwithftanding 
his late difcomfiture, was foon at the head 
of a numerous army of Ruffians, who 
flocked t(^ his ftandard from all qilarters. 
Not only the populace, ever prone to cre- 
dulity, but even men of the higheft bir*^ 
atnd quality, gave credit to his pretenfion^'; 
not onl^ the diftant provinces fupported hi$ 
15 caufe. 
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caufe, but the people rofe even at Mofcow, 
and pubKcly proclaimed that Demetrius had 
efcaped from his affafflns, and claimed alle- 
giance as their rightful fovereign. This in- 
furreftion was immediately quelled ; but 
although Boris Godonof inflifted the fe- 
vered punifhments^ upon his adherents, 
though the Patriarch publiflied a ban of 
excommunication againft him and his party, 
and though Vaffili Shuifki affirmed that he 
had himfelf examined the body of the -de- 
ceafed Prince at Uglitz ; yet an univerfal 
belief fpread through all ranks, that the 
pretender to the tht*one was the real fon of 
Ivan Vaffilievitch the Second. 

** The fudden death of Boris Godonof 
enlured the fuccefs of Demetrius. Feodor. 
Borifovitch, declared fucceffor to his father 
by the Patriarch and nobles who were 
prefent at Mofcow, was^ deferted by the 
principal generals of the Ruffian army, and 
by many perfons of diftiriftion. His troops 
at this inaufpicious moment were fuddenly 
attacked and defeated; and tbdfe who 
L 2 efcaped 
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efcaped were obUged to fwear fealty to his 
rival, who, ftrengthened by this acceifion, 
advanced by hafly marches towards the 
capital, without the leaft oppofition j the 
highways were lined with people; the 
towns opened their gates with every de-. 
monftration of joy, while Demetrius fup- 
ported the prepoffeffion of the Ruffians in 
favour of his birth, by the aflfiability of his . 
demeanour, and the gracefulnefs of his 
perfon. Having publifhed a manifefto to 
the inhabitants of Mofcow, with oflFers of 
clemency and favour on their return to 
their duty, they rofe in arms, ftormed the 
palace, ftrangled Feodor Bqrifovitch, and 
recognifed the title of Demetrius. Qn the 
30th of June, the new Czar entered Mof- 
cow in triumph, and took poffeffion of the 
throne with univerfal approbation; His 
pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, were confirmed by the public 
teftimony of Maria Feodorofna, whom 
Boris Godonof had imprifoned in a diftant 
monaflery9 and whom Demetrius^ at his 

acceffion> 
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acceflion, releafed from her confinement. 
Upon her approach to Mofcow, on the 8th 
of July, he rode to meet her at the head 
of a numerous proceffion, and at the firft 
appearance of her carriage, alighted 
from his horfe, and ran to embrace her. 
The tendemefs and aflFeftion which both 
parties difplayed on this interefting occafion, 
drew tears from the fpedlators; and the 
ftrong expre|fion^s of tranfport with which, 
the Czarina openly acknowledged him for 
her fon, feemed to confirm the reality of 
Imperial lineage. Soon after this interview 
he was crowned with the ufual pomp, and 
feemed firmly feated upon the throne, in 
the poffeiSon of which he would probably 
have maintained himfelf by a conformity to 
the manners of his fubjeds, and by a pru- 
dent deference to their civil and religious 
eftablifliment. But his avowed contempt 
of the Ruffian cuftoms, and his public 
negledl of their religious ceremonies, foon 
alienated the aflfedions of his fubjeds, and 
precipitated him from the throne as rapidly 
L 3 as 
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as he had afcende^ it. He was afiive, 
fpirited, and mercifiUi foon offended, and 
as foon appeafed; liberal, ambitious, and 
defirous of making bmifelf known to po& 
terityj in a word, he was a Prince who 
loved hpBLOur, and recommended it by his 
own example* In Poland he applied him- 
felf to the iludy of lan^guages, arts,'^and 
fciences ; he copv^fed in Latin and Pplife 
with jSuency p he was well .ac<iP3inted wit|i 
hiftory, and particularly with that of 
Rulfia and the neighbouriag kingdoms: 
he was well verfed in mudc, a^d pofleire4 
other liberal accortiplifhments. On account 
of his addrefs and good ffirtuQ^ in obtaining 
the crown, he wa$ efl^med a magician^ 
Warlike exercife and hunting were his prini- 
cipal amufements. He had ibm^ know^ 
ledge of engineerbg and artill^y, w^ 
fond of cafiing cannpn, wd (^ with fyich 
Ikill . as to fui^rife the iw<?ft 4exterous 
markfm^. He wais jealous to improve 
the difcipli^e of ^is ,^my, ior whk^ pur- 
pofe he would oftea r^vi^ Jhfe troops, i»- 

ftruft 
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RtuOl them m different maiK)euvre$» ftor m 
ramparts and fc»rti6x:ad<ms ; and, as he was 
always foremoft^ and the moft eager among 
the affailantSy w^s dFten rudely handled in 
the fray. Defirous to bp efteemed a patron 
of juftice, he put to death feveral judges 
who were convifted of iniquitous praftices/* 
**' He was not only fo much attached to 
the Polifli cuftcnns and dreis as to prefer 
them upon all occasions j but he even ridi- 
culed die Ruffian manners, and in. ever/ 
inftance deviated from the examples of the 
Czars his predece&^rs. Inftead of Ihowing 
himfelfto the people feldom, and only upon 
extraordinary occafions with a large retinue, 
he was accuftomed to traverfe the !fe-eet$ 
witTi a few fervants j he commonly rode, 
and as he was an exqell^t horfeman, was 
generally mounted upon the moft fiery 
fteeds; he hunted frequently, had mufic 
at his repafts, never ilept at mid-day^ never 
bathed. Thefe trifling circumftances were 
regarded in fo ferious a light, that the 
omiffion of them rendered him the objeft of 
X- 4 general 
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general hatred ; and it was commonly re- 
ported, that theperfon who could fhow fuch 
a diftafte for the cuftoms of his country, 
could never be defcended from the race of 
antient fovereigns/* 

" It was an obvious inference, to con- 
fider the defpifer of his fubjefts as their 
enemy. Under fuch circumftances his 
deftrudion feemed inevitable; and yet a 
year elapfed before any tumult broke out. 
At length his marriage with a foreign lady 
clofed the fcene; and it would have been a 
wonder if he had continued any^tonger upon 
the. throne/' 

*' Having in Poland bethrothed himfelf 
to Ma^ina^ the daughter of the Palatine 
Mnifchek, he difpatched a fpleudid embafly 
to demand her in marriage. The efpoufals 
were performed at Cracow, and the bride 
' having made her entry into Mofcow, accom- 
panied with a large fuite of Poles, was 
lodged in a nunnery till the folemnizjuioii 
of the nuptials. During this interval he 
difturbed the devotion of the holy fifterhood 
15 with 
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with repeated feafts, concerts, and balls, 
whereby he excited public horror, as a. 
violator of religious difcipUne. By this in* 
fatuated behaviour he inflamed the difaf- 
feftion of his fubjefts to fuch a degree, that 
a regular confpiracy was concerted agaihft 
him. The leader was Prince Vaflili Ivano- 
vitch Shuiiki, the fame perfon who had 
owed his life to the lenity of Demetrius, and 
on whom this afl: of clemency had no other 
effeft than to render him' mor^ cautious in 
his fubfequent machinations againft his be- 
nefaftor. Demetrius frequently received 
intimatbns from different quarters of a 
projefted infurreftion ; the popular odiuni 
betrayed itfelf by the moft alarming fymp- 
toms; perfons were heard exclaiming in 
the ftreets, * The; Czar is-an heretic, worfe 
than, a Turjk, and not the fon of Ivai^ 
Vaffilievitch/ But, either from a natural 
magnanimity that braved all danger, or frpm 
the inconfiderate levity of his cbarader, he 
was infenfible to all thefe prognoftics ; and 
by obftinately perfevering in his unpo- 
pular 
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pular condud, feemed almoft to invite de* 
ftruaion/' 

'* The infurredtion broke out early in the 
morning on the 17th of May. The con- 
fph^tors fecured the principal avenues of 
the city ; the great bell in the Kremlin, the 
common fignal of alarm, was tolled ; and 
a. confufed cry was fpread sonong the peo- 
ple, that the Poles were preparing to maf- 
facre the inhaWtants. Vaflili Shuifki, who 
iecretly inflamedlhe puBBc^dlfcdhte led 
the way to the palace, bearing a crofs in 
one hand, and a fabre in the other, accom- 
panied by a vail multitude, armed with the 
firft weapons which chance prefented. 
This party, having overpowered the guards, 
burft open tie gates of the palace, and ruihed 
towards the royal apartment. Demetrius, 
awakened by the tumult, fummoned the few 
guards who were immediately about his 
perfon, and fallying, without a moment's 
deliberation, againft his aflaiiants, hewed 
down feveral of the foremoft : being foon 
overborn by numbers, he attempted to re- 
treat 
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treat into the interior part of the palace ; 
but, dofely preffed by his purfuers, pre- 
cipitated himfelf from a window into a 
court." 

" Being difcovered, he was re-conveyed 
to the palace, and brought before Vaffiii 
Shuifki, who loaded him with reproaches 
for his impofture. Not difmayed, how- 
ever, with the menaces of his enemy, 
he perfifted in maintaining himfelf to be 
the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and 
appealed to the teftimony of his mother, 
who refided in a neighbouring convent. 
The firmaefs and confiftency of his afl'eve- 
rations made a confiderable imprefiion on 
many of the Ruffian foldiers, who peremp- 
torily declared, that they would protect 
him from all injury, unlefs Maria Feodo- 
rofna formally renounced him as her fon. 
On this unexpeded declaratioin, Vaffiii 
ShuiOci, accompanied by fome Ruffian nobles 
of his party, repaired to the convent, and 
returned inftantly, with the following anfwer 
from the Princefs :*^^ The real Demetrius 

was 
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was flain at Uglitz ; tlie perfon who at 
prefent affumes his name is an impoftor ; 
and I was conftrained by menaces (o ac- 
knowledge him for my fon/ . On the de- 
livery of this meflage, the unhappy monarch 
was immediately facrificed to the fury of 
his enemies.** 

" The affaflination of Demetrius was fol- 
lowed by a general tumult ;' the houfes of 
foreigners were pillaged, and not only the 
Poles who fell into the hands of the people, 
but even many Ruflians who wore the Po- 
lifll drefs, were maffacred. Though this 
ftate of anarchy only lafted ten hours, yet 
more than two thoufand perfons loft their 
lives. The dreadful fcene was finally clofed 
by the eleftion of Vaffili Ivanovitch Shuiiki 
to the throne of Ruffia. Manifeftos were 
immediately publifliedi in which the new 
Czar juftlfied his conduft, and detailed the 
hifloryand fortunes of his predeceflror,whom 
he pronounced an adventurer, whofe real 
name was Grilka Oflrepief. He afcribes to 
him an intentbn of extirpating the princi- 
pal 
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pal Ruffian nobility, and of introducing the 
Roman Catholic religion into Ruffia ; ac- 
cufes him of holding a correfpondence with 
the Pope for that purpofe ; infinuates that 
he had even promifed to cede the provinces 
of Smolenflco and Seyeria to the King of 
Poland ; reprefents him as an heretic and 
forcerer ; difplays, in the moft odious 
colours, his averfign to the manners and 
cuftoms of the Ruffians, his attachment to • 
foreigners, and expatiates with much art 
upon every part of his character which was 
moft likely to excite the public abhor- 



rence/* 



In another part of his work Coxe like- 
wife notices the fate of the Czar Vaffili 
Ivanovitch, who, ** after a reign of a few 
months, was depofed by his fubjefts, and 
placed in the monaftery of Schudof, from 
whence he was conveyed into Poland, where 
he only exchanged one prifon for another 
ftill more difmal, and fell a victim to his 
own difappointment and chagrin, as well as 
the ill treatment of the Poles. We are 

natu- 
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naturally led to compaffionate the fate of a 
depofed monarch, who dragged on a mife- 
rable exiftence amidft the horrors of per- 
petual iniprifonment ; but the black ingra- 
titude of Vaffili Shuifei towards Demetrius, 
his fovereign and benefaftor, alhioft ex- 
tinguiflies our fenfe of his calamities.*' 

The following note, fubjoined by Coxe 
to his narrative, feems to preclude the ne- 
ceflity of giving his arguments in favour of 
Demetrius : — 

** Since the publication of this chapter, 
the death of Muller (who was the mofi able 
' advocate of the opinion that the Czar was 
an impoftor) allows me to declare (what 
delicacy at that time prevented me from 
aflerting) his full conviction that the Czar 
was the real Demetrius. * As his impof- 
ture,* he faid, * is an article of faith, I 
could not venture to publifh my real opi- 
nion in this country : but, on perufing 
my account with attention, you will per- 
ceive the arguments I have advanced in 
favour of the impofture are weak and in- 

con- 
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conclufive/ He added, fmilihg, * If you 
write on the fubjea, refute me with free- 
dom ; but do not mention my confefEon 
during my life-time.*' 

Coxe'j Travels in Rujftj. 

The following circumftances, omitted by 
Coxe, are noticed by Voltaire. 

" y4.t this time a young man appeared. in 
Lithuania, who proclaimed himfelf to be 
Prince Demetrius, that had efcaped out of 
the hands of his affaflins. He bore a per- 
fed refemblance to the Prince ; he (hewed 
the crofs fet with diamonds that had been 
tied about his neck, &c/' 

'^ Thofe, who were diffatisfied with the 
Ruffian government, declared in his favour. 
A general of that nation, advancing within 
fight of Demetrius'sarmy, cried out, « He is 
the only lawful heir of the empire^* and im- 
mediately went over with his troops under 
his command." 

Volt Ai ke's Univerfal Hifiory. 
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As fome hiftorlans fpeak of the afTafli- 
nation of Demetrius as having occurred on 
the day of his marriage, the author has 
employed this circumftance to give greater 
ejfeft to the cataftrophe. 

The Princefs Irene, daughter of Boris 
Godoiiof, is frequently mentioned by 
Margaret and other contemporary hiftorians, 
as having, from ambitious and interfefted 
motives, inflamed the .public indignation 
agaiiift Demetrius. 



FINIS. 



Strahan and Prefton, 
Pf inters -Street, London. 
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